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PREFACE. 






JL HOUGH much has been dlready 
written refpe6ting the eommunication be- 
tween Great Britain and her Indian 
poflefsions, yet, as thole' poflefsions have 
within a few years been much extended, 
the fubje6l of courfe becomes additionally 
interefting; and any work that may, even 
in a fmall degree, tend to facilitate that 
communication, will, no doubt, be ac- 
ceptable to thofe who are in any way con- 
cerned, in trade, or by other connections, 
with the East. 

When the Author undertook this jour- 
ney, he had not the moft diftant idea that 
his remarks would ever be required to ap-* 
pear before the public ; for, had he ^nter- 
A 3 tained. 
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tained fuch a prefumption, he might have 
written more fully, and would certainly 
have been more particular in his inquiries* 
What he did write was always on the fpot,^ 
from day to day, and was chiefly confined 
to circumftances which feli^mder his own 

obfervation. 

Many perfons may be apt to inquire, 
what motives could have induced a man 
to undertake fuch an uncommon route, 
with the certain profpecft before iiim of 
many fatigues and dangers, particularly 
when, without even a fhadow of pecuni- 
ary advantage, he muft neceflarily incur a 
confiderable expence. 

In truth, curiofity was the prime mover 
to this enterprize. The Author went to 
India by fea, and having occaiion to re- 
turn to England^ wiflied to vary the 
fcene^ inftead of coming back by way of 
the Cape of Good Hope» 

Having been accuflom^d to an adive 
life, therefore, having always lived tem- 
perately. 
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perately, and enjoying a good flate of 
health, he was induced, when at Bom- 
bay, to embrace an opportunity which 
then offered of returning by fhipping as 
far as Bussora, though at a feafon when 
the paffage h.ad perhaps never before been 
attempted, being generally thought im- 
pra6licable ; trufting to Providence and ]jis 
own exertions, and poffefsing that enter- 
prifing fpirit which enables men to fur- 
mount difficulties and dangers that to 
more timid minds appear infuperable. 

Various journalifts have written on the 
different routes over-land (as it is vulgarly 
called) from India, each very naturally 
recommending the route adopted by him- 
felf; thus, fome defcribe that by way of 
Suez and Cairq; fome again, that over 
the Great Defert to Aleppo; others have 
recommended to pafs up the Euphrates 
as far as Hilla, then to Bagdad, and 
after that through Assyria, Armenia, 
&c. &c.; but all have been unanimous in 
declaring, that this latter route was per- 
A 4f fcaiy 
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fecftly impradlicable in the months from 
April to September. 

The following fheets will ferve to prove, 
that it is pra6licable at all feafons. If the 
traveller pafs through Arabia in winter, 
w^hen it is temperate, he will find it ex- 
cefsively cold among the high mountains 
in Armenia, if he fufFer a little from 
the excefsive heat of the fummer in Ara- 
bia, which may be juftly faid to be the 
hottefl: place in the world, he will find 
the reft of his journey temperate and 
pleafant, which may be faid to be, in 
fome meafure, a recompence. When the 
Author was in Arabia, at inidfiimmer, 
the fruits were in full feafon, and they 
continued in that ftate all the way he 
came to Vienna; and fruits are in thofc 
climes^ a v^ry great luxury. 

As few Europeans can readily accuftom 
themfelves to the Turkifti manner of 
living, or of accommodation, the Author 
could not recommend a better route to 
Bagdad than the one by which he came, 
3 particularly 
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particularly if the traveller be incum- 
bered with much baggage. If he fliould 
be entrufted with difpatches, and celerity 
be defirable, the Author would advife him 
to leave Bussora on horfeback, and come 
up the Great Defert in a ftraight line to 
H1LLA5 accompanied by an Arab Sheik, 
or a Chookadar*, and only two atten- 
dants. In this cafe, he ftiould be pro-* 
vided with a very light tent to fleep under, 
a quilt to throw over him, and a fmali 
quantity of coflfee, bifcuit, &c. By this 
mode of travelling, he may eafily reach 
Bagdad in fix days ; it requires great ex- 
ertions, however; and few men are able 
at firft to bear it, particularly if their con-* 
ftitutions have been enervated by the 
luxuries of the East. 

To any one who may adopt the route 
defcribed in this work, thp following 
HINTS OF INSTRUCTION may not be 
unacceptable. 

« An oiScer in the army, of a rank about equal to 
that of a ferjeant. 

At 
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At BussoRA, he ftiould equip himfelf 
in all refpe6ls like the Arabs. It will be 
rieceffary for him, as foon as he dmbarks, 
or even before, to fuffer his beard to grow; 
but, as it may be uncomfortable to wear 
his beard at full length, it will be fuffi- 
cient if he do but preferve his muftaches. 
This, however, muft be particularly at- 
tended to, and can by no means be dif-. 
penfed with ; for, though a man without a 
beard might be fafe in a large city, or ia 
any civilized place, yet in a jourhey of this 
nature, wherein he will often meet with 
barbarous wandering tribes, who would not 
hefitat^ a moment about putting him to 
death if they (hould difcover that he was 
II Fringui*, he will perceive the necefsity 
of imitating the Arabs in drefs as nearly 
as pofsible. 

As few Europeans have any knowledge 
6f the Arabic language, particularly as it 
is fpoken in Arabia, he will be much at 

' * A term applied to Chriftians in general. The 
Arabs call Europe Fringuiftan. 

a lofs, 
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a lofs, efpecially when he has none but 
Arabs about him. He will, therefore^^ 
find it ufeful to have with him a kind of 
vocabulary, to enable him to aik ufeful or 
-^ neceflary queftions* 

While the Author was proceeding up 
the' Euphrates, the Hie, and the Ti- 
gris, he compiled a fmall vocabulary for 
his own^ ufe, which he found afterwards 
of infinite fervice. 

When the traveller arrives at Bagdad, 
he will find that the Englifh are more 
refpedled than any other nation ; he will 
therefore feel the necefsity of a6ling in 
the mofl honourable manner in every . 
tranfa(5lion, that he may fupport the dig- 
nity of the national charajcter; for fuch 
is the illiberal .way of thinking among 
thefe people, that fhould an individual of 
any country a6l meanly, the people would 
condemn all his nation; and the bad con- 
du6l of one perfon might thus endanger 
the lives of hundreds of his countrymen, 
who might adopt the fame route. 
"' ' From 
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From Bagdad there is but one mode of 
travelling, which is under the guidance 
and protedlion of the Tatars, or meflengers 
of government. Tliefe men are under the 
immediate orders of the Baihaw and hiar 
minifters; but are at all times ready to 
enter into any contradt with an individual, 
which they ufually make very profitable 
to themfelves, particularly when they have 
to conduct thofe who are enabled to ob- 
tain firmauns *; for, by virtue of thefe, 
the Tatars are enabled to take feveral 
horfes and attendants^ and a large quantity 
of merchandize on their return, which 
pays them very well. In the Author's fir- 
maun it was intimated that he was an 
Engliih Conful, which enabled his Tatar 
to obtain guards (free of expence) when- 
ever there was danger to be apprehended 
from the wandering tribes. This is by far 



* Thefe give the Tatar and traveller a greal deal 
gf authority over the people, particularly over thofe 
who are appointed by governjnent to accommodate the. 
Tatjars. 



the 
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the hhH way of travelling, as the perfoa 
£)i a Conful is feldom infulted. 

Great care, however, fliould be taken 
when an agreement is about to be made 
with a Tatar. It is advifable to pay him 
-only half of the money agreed for at 
Bagdad, that he may have an intereft in 
delivering the traveller fafe at Constan- ■ 
TiNOPLP. Care (hould be taken alfo, that 
the Tatar does not engage to carry mer- 
,chandize for any one, which he will do if 
pofsible* 

The neceffaries which the traveller takes 
•fliould be cohiprefled into as narrow a com- 
pafs as pofsible. A little tea, coiTee, and 
fugar, will be ferviceable in the winter 
ieafon ; and fqme fpirits, either brandy or 
^oUands^ may be ufeful ; but he ihould by 
^o means be encumbered with either o 
thefe in i'ummer, as it would be highly 
dangerous to drink any fpirits in that cli- 
mate in the heat of that feafon. The 
^uthor himfelf drank very little befide 

water 
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water arid milk, between Bussora and 
Constantinople, 

The t-ravellcr Ihould be equipjxjd in the 
fame manner as the Tatar, which will al- 
ways enfure him refpe6l* Some have at- 
tempted to travel under the character of 
the Tatar's ferv^ants (the Armenian mer- 
chants in particular do this); but the Au- 
thor confiders it as too degrading for the 
chara6ter of an Englifhman. The Tatars^ 
who are accuftomed to travel very fail, 
iifually ride the hindmoft horfe of the 
company, and whip the other beafts ta 
keep them going. This fliould never be 
permitted; but whoever attempts a jo\ir- 
ney of this kind ihould be a good horfe- 
man. 

The traveller ought not to. encumber 
himfelf with fpecie, except about half a 
dozen piailres, to give as prefents to thofe ^ 
who may render fome little fervices. He 
will, it is true, be often folicited for gifts^ 
but ihould always refer the applicants to 

his 
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jhis Tatar ; and when they find that, they 
will not apply a fecond time. It is much 
more prudent to take bills drawn by the 
jiicrchants, which will ufually meet due 
honour, while they offer no temptation to 
j-obbers. 

From Constantinople, if the tra*- 
veller be unacquainted with the language, 
"it will be, neccliary to engage a Janizary 
to condu6l him to the frontiers, who will 
be paid in about the fame proportion as 
.the Tatars. 

It has often been a fubjecS of inquiry, 
which is the fpcediefl method of forward- 
ing difpatches to and from India. The 
Author is of opinion, that the route by 
which he came mufl be the moft expedir 
tious for forwarding difpatches to India* 
When the meflehger arrives at Bagdad, 
Jie can fet out immediately in a KirafFe 
down the Tigjiis till he reaches the Hie, 
down which he will proceed till he enters 
the Euphrates. By this channel h^ may 
Jbc able to reach Bussora in three days 

which 
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which mud be much quicker than going 
by land to Hilla, and from thence down 
the Euphrates, 

The ufual mode of forwarding dif-- 
patches from India is by the way of Bus- 
soRA, over the Great t)efert to Aleppo ; 
from thence to Constantinople, and 
afterwards by the German poft to Vienna 
and Hamburgh. This is certainly done 
at an eafy expence, and much lefs than by 
way of Bagdad ; but the latter would, 
DO doubt, be a quicker route in cafe of 
necefsity, as the Arabs are obliged to 
crofs the Great Defert on camels. 



A 

JOURNEY 
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INDIA, TOfTARDs ENGLAND. 



On the 4th of May 1797, at eight 
P, M. left Bombay, and embarked on, 
board the country ftiip Pearl, R. Spence, 
Mafter, bound to Bussora ; having in. 
company James Stevens, I^fq. in the 
Civil Service, Capt. John Reid, lat^ 
Commander of the Princefs Royal India- 
man, and Mr. James Morley. 

We had pleafant w^eather and fmooth 
water, with light airs from the W. N. W* 
and N. W, which continued till thft 
12th, •when we were in lat. IT. 9\ 
North, and 62% \&. JEaft longitude. It 
then began to grow cloydy, ^nd the 
wind increafedf 

B On 
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On the 15th, in North lat. 14^ 42'. we 
had a frefh breeze, W. by N. with a 
heavy fwell from the N. W. and a. ftrong 
current fctting to the Eaftward. 

On the 17th, at half paft one, A. M. 
pafled a fmall ihip bearing Eaft, diftant 
about a quarter of a mile ; and at fun- 
rife, flie bore S. S. E. diftant five or fix 
xniles. We fuppofed her to be an Arab 
fliip, called the Morning Star. With 
frefh breezes from the N. W. the fhip 
ran at the rate of feven and eight knots. 

On the 18th we had ftrong gales from 
the Weft, and the weather cloudy. At 
two A. M. wore fhip to the Southward, 
fuppofing that we Were in foundings. 
Thick and hazy all round, with a very 
heavy fwell from the N. W. 

On the 20th, in 23^ 20'. North lat. had 

a light breeze and pleafant weather, the 

fhip going five and fix knots, and the wind 

from the S. S. W. At one, P. M. faw 

5 the 
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the land, bearing from N. by E. to W. by 
N* diftant about five leagues, and feveral 
Arab boats; and at five, P. M. we round* 
ed Cape Ras-el-gat. At fun-rife, on 
the 2111, two Arab boats came along-fide 
with fifti, which we bought at a very 
moderate price. At fcKen ?• M, the 
wind E. S. E. (hip going four knots, ob- 
ferved a dow in chafe of us. From her 
Manoeuvring (fometimes hauling her 
wind, at others failing free), we fufpecJled 
her to be a pirate. She failed remark- 
ably fad, and in an hour was in our 
wake, diftant a cable's length. She then 
hailed us. Our feapoys immediately. 
fired a volley of mufquetry into her, 
wh^n Ihe hauled her wind and ran in 
fiiore^ 

On the 24th, at day-break, the Great 
Quoin bore S. W. by S. diftant about 
four leagues ; extremes of the Ifland of 
KiSHME, from W. N. W. to N. W. 
diftant feven or eight leagues; and the 
Ifland of Ormus bearing N. by E. 

B 2 We 
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We now faw twenty-two dows in chafe 
of us ; feme of the {nr^ll ones, failing very 
faft upon a \yind, foon came up with us 
within a cable's, length. They were, full 
of men, w|io were all armed ; we there- 
fore beat to quarters and prepared for 
action, though many of the large veflels 
had great guns on board. 7 he fmaller 
ones that had come up with us appeared 
afraid to begin the attack till the hrg^X: 
had reached them. We were to wind- 
ward of the 'large dows ; and, as a freiii 
breeze fprung up from the Weftward, 
and thofe yefiels are obliged to wear in- 
ftead of tacking, they made mucli lee- 
way, by which circumftapee we were 
enabled tp keep a-head. They conti- 
nued to chafe us till two P. M. whcQ 
we had very ftrong gales from the N, W. ; 
and, many of .tlie large dows dropping 
to leeward very fall, they gave up the 
chafe, and fap. hehjnd the Jflapd. of 

JClSHME, 

The gale increafing, we kept thie fea, 
beating to yvindwaj-d under double-reefed 

topfails* 
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topfails, not ^choofing to anchor In (hore 
for fear of again meeting with our ene- 
mies. * , . 

On the 28th we faw a' large fliip -in 
Sharas Roads, under Arab colours. 

* * • * 

We icontinued beating to -windtvard 

amongft the iflands on the Perfian fide 
of the Grulph, the wind ufiiayy blowing^ 
from the N. W. till the SOtbat noon, 
when the extremj^s of the Perfian ihore 
bore from N. N. W. to E. by S. diftance 
four miles. It was now calm, and fo 
continued for about twelve \houf?, du- 
ring which time many locufts flew on 
board ; a common indication of ftrong 
gales from the N, W. which accordingly 
occurred th^. ne:ii^t day at three A. M-. 
when, the weather being hazy, we fud- 
denly ran foul of a large Arab dow clofe 
under oiir fhip*s bows. She had a boat 
towing aftern. Our bower anchor hooked 
her high poop and tore it up^ carrying 
away our fprit-fail-yard, the chain of 
the ibank painter, and the bolts out c^ 
the larboard bumpkin* The Arabs im- 
3 3 mediately 
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mediately fell to prayers, and let the 
dow drift to leeward. At fun-rife wc 
faw her in a very fhattered ftate. 

On the 111 of June we had very heavy 
gales from the N. W. the fhip pitching 
very much, and making more water than 
lifuaL At eight P. M. furled the top- 
fails; and at nine, the gale beccMning 
more moderate, fet clofe-reefed fore and 
main-top*fails, and continued working to 
windward up the Perfian fide of the 
Gulph* 

On the 4th of June, in 28^ 36". North 
lat. faw a large white mofque on the 
PerfiSn (hore, bearing E. N. E. diilant 
three miles, with a town and feveral 
groves of date- trees along ftio|e. At eleven 
A. M. faw the low land about Bushire, 
bearing N. by W. We had now a mode« 
rate breeze from the N. W. ; and on the 
5th, at fix P. M. we anchored in Bushire 
Roads in four fathom water, the town 
bearing Eaft. The Captain immediately 
went on ftiore in the pinnace, to procure 

an 
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an order from the Sheik for the Ihip to 
receive a pilot from the ifland of Car- 
rick, which order coils 200 Bombay 
rupees. In the roads we found an Eng- 
li(h brig called the Baffein, belonging to 
Captain Torin, chartered by the gO'* 
vernment of Bombay to take bale goods 
and difpatches from Bombay to Bussorait. 
She had failed from Bombay three weeks 
before we did ; and Cs^^tain Torin in- 
formed us, that he had been captured by 
twenty-two dows near the ifland of 
Kishme; that he was two days in their 
hands; that when they took him, two 
large dows, one on each fide, boarded him 
with above 100 men each, beating their 
tom-toms, and giving their war-yell ; that 
the weight of the men made his veflel heel 
very much ; but they had, after ptunder- 
ing him/by taking away his powder and 
his pimip-gear, with fundry other arti- 
cles, releafed him, partly on account of 
his belonging, to the Engli/h Eafl India 
Company, but chiefly in compliance 
with the intercefsion of a paflcnger^ bro- 
ther to the Nabob, of Masulapatnam, 
fi 4 a MuflVlman, 
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a MufTulntan/ who could fpe^k a little 
Arabic. . The Arabs told the Captaii^ 
that they were at war with the Emaum 
of Muscat, and had miflaken his ¥eflel 
for the Morning Star belonging to 
Muscat. The fame yeffels had two 
years before captured a French brig, 
coppered, which was then lying behind 
Kishme; and about feven years back 
had made prize of anotlier fliip called 
the Beigly Beig, from Bjskgax* for Bus* 
soRA, and which was ftiil lying on the 
rocks behind the Quoins on the Arabian 
ftiore. We now learned that the large 
Ihip which we faw in Sharas Roads 
was a man of war belonging ' to the 
Emaum of Muscat, with above lOOO 
men on board, fent to cruife againfl the 
dows,. 

On the eth, at four P* M. got under 
way. At three A. M. tacked; diftance 
off Carrick three miles. At four A^ M. 
hove-to till dayJight, when we made 
fail with light airs from the S. W. the 
lead confiantly ^oing. At Ave A* M> 

in 
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in 16 fathom, and before we had timeta 
take.anbthef caft with the lead, the fhip. 
llruck on a reef of white coral rocks, 
and ftuck faft. We founded around the 
ihip, aod found 1 Of. feet water forward, 
51 fathom aftera, and 4y fathom abreaft 
the main-maft. It was near high water 
Tvhen ihe ftfuck, and the Ihip drew about 
15 feet water upon an even keel. Wc 
hoifted out the pinnace and long-boat, 
and carried out the heft bower anchor 
aftern, which wp let go in 10 fathom 
water, and attempted to heave her off. 
^pt fuecceding, however, we fired two 
guns, and fent an Arab (one of the crew) 
on fhore to the Sheik for afsiftance* 
Meanwhile we llruck the top gallant 
yards and mafts, and threw Hone ballaft 
overboard. At nine A. M. the Sheik 
SULLIMAN, with fix boats arid a hun- 
dred men, came to afsift. We employed 
all hands ip lightening the ftiip ; loaded 
the fix boats with rice, putting a feapoy 
in each to guard it ; and made many at- 
tempts to heave the Ihip off, but to no 
purpofe. At noon there came on a ftrong 
^ breeze 
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breeze from the N. W. ; and had wc not 
been upon a weather ihore, the fhip muft 
inevitably have gone to pieces. 

On the 7th, at four P. M. we weighed 
anchor with the long boat, carried it 
further out, brought the cable to the 
capdan through the cabin windows, and 
had it taught. The Sheik and his 
people (layed on board all night, the boats 
with the rice lying at anchor near the 
fhip^ and a feapoy remaining in each. 
At half pad five A. M. of the 8th, the 
wind ftill blowing frefh from the N. W. 
fet the top-fails aback ; and, the tide 
rifing much higher than on the preceding 
evening, hove the ftiip off without having 
received any apparent damage, not mak- 
ing more water than ufual. We now 
took th^ rice on board, cleared the ihip 
as foon as pofsible, weighed, ran off Car- 
rick Town, and anchored in 11 fathom. 

Captain John Reid and myfelf went 
alhore in a country boat, to try if we 
could flioot any antelopes, of which there 

WQfe 
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were many on th€ ifland, having firft ob- 
tained the Sheik's permifsion. We took 
with us two Arab guides, and prefently 
faw about twenty antelopes, .which, how- 
ever, were fo very fliy, that we could not 
get near enough to have a fhot ; nor do I 
think it poisible to take them without 
hawks, the mode ufually pra6tifed in 
thofe countries. The fwifteft grey- 
hounds would be of no ufe, for the an- 
telopes are much fwifter of foot than any 
animal I ever faw before* They are of a 
light fawn colour, about the (iz^ of a 
goat, but with ' longer legs, and have 
fmall horns almoit ered:« 

We directed our walk to the highejH 
part of the ifland, which appears to have 
been a volcanic production, having coral 
rocks and fea ihells on its very fummit ; 
and in maby places great quantities of 
lava have run down towards the fea. 
Here is plenty of good water, but very 
little vegetation, except near the fprings. 
Being on ihore in the middle of the day, I 

found 
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found the heat much greater than I hstcf 
ever experienced in India« 

On our return to the (hore, we found 
the Sheik dividing among his people the 
ffteen bags of rice wliich he had received 
from Captain Spence for his trouble. He 
feemed to be perfe(n:ly fatisfied with thd 
quantity, though it appeared to Captain 
Reid and myfelf to be but a fmall re-^ 
compenfe for the important, fervices he 
had rendered in faving both ihip and 
cargo. 

The Sheik w^as about fifty years of age, 
but could neither read nor write. He 
begged of us to give him fome fmall 
fliot, which jve did, and added to it all 
the powder we had with us. Wc were 
alfo ftrongly inclined to have given iiim 
both our fowling-pieces, could we pofsi- 
bly have fpared them, fo much were we 
pleafed with the good man's conduct. 

The ifland of Carrick, which conr 
taina between fix and feven hundred in- 

habitantSy 
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babitants, is about tw<slve miles Ibng^ and 
feven broad. It abounds with goats, but 
has very fev^ cows, and no beafts of 
prey. Nor are there any fowls, tame or 
wild, exeept fto£jk and turtle doves, of 
which we f hot feveral. It produces very 
fe^^y vegetables, particularly at this feafon, 
the heat, being fo intcnfe as to deftroy all 
vegetation, excefpt in the immediate vici- 
nity of water. Wheat, rice, and barley,' 
jhowever, are grown, but not^ in fuffi- 
cient ijuantity to fupply the injiiabitants, 
the principal part of whofe fopd is fifliy 
which they catch in abundance all round 
the ifland. There is alfo very fine turtle^ 
Jbut the natives do npt eat it. 

On the 8th, at three P- M. a pilot, 
named 2^onuN, h^iying taken charge of 
the, fliip with his trankey*, we weighed 

* A yeffel about the fize of a Peter-boat, iharp at 
both ends. It is built of very rough pieces of wood 
Rudely put together, and covered over with a thick 
coat of bitumen, with which the country abounds* 
Thefe veflels (ail very faft either end firft, having no 
i^ftindion of bead from ftern. 

and 
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and made fail with a frefli breeze from 
the Weft, running between the ifland 
called KoRGO, and the, Perfian (hore. 

On the dth and 10th we had light and 
variable airs, and were often obliged to 
anchor, not being able to ftem the tide. 

On the 10th, at midnight, the pilot fent 
his trankey to found for the ban 

^ At fix A. M. of the 11th, faw tho 
trankey at anchor, in 2* fathom, bearing 
N. N. E. diftant three miles, with her co* 
lours up, a fignal for her being on the 
bar. At eight A. M. weighed and made 
fail, the land bearing N. W. At eleven 
A. M. trrofled the bar 21 fathom for two 
cafts with the lead, then 3, and 3| the 
reft of the way over. At noon faw the 
entrance of Bussora River, N. W. dif- 
tant off fliore three leagues. At half paft 
one P. M. anchored in five fathom ; and, 
while we were at anchor, a great many 
pelicans hovered about the fiiip. 



MONDAY, 
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MONDAY, JUNE 12. 

Got the fhip under way about one 
A. M. and made a very good tide's work, 
gaining about 12 leagues. 

At nine o'clock Captain Reid and 
myfelf went afliore on the Arab fide of 
the river, taking with us our guns; but 
we only fhot a few wild pigeons, pro- 
cured fome eggs and greens from th» 
Arabs, and bought a bullock for fix 
piaftres. The extent of our walk inland 
did not exceed about half a mile, which 
fpace was planted throughout with 
date-trees, the male trees being gene- 
rally planted North Weft of the fe* 
males, becaufe the wind ufually blows 
from that point. The males are very 
eafily diftinguifhed, being higher than 
the females, and not fo full of leaves at 
the top. The ground is full of cuts for 
the purpofe of letting in the water from 
the river at tide-time ; for without this 

the 
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the dates would not thrive, as they re- 
quire muck moifture. 

After we had paffed through the plan- 
tation, we entered fome villages on the 
edge of the Defert, beyond, which neither 
trees nor other vegetation were to be 
feen. All our profpe<5t confifted of a 
burning defert covered with a cruft of 
iiaJt, making a noife under the feet fimi- 
lar to that caufed by walking on frozen 
fnow. 

AVithout being on fliore in the middle 
of the day, and at the feafon near Mid- 
fummer, a ftranger to this country could 
not pofsibly form any idea of the heat 
iipon the Defert. The bare feet of an 
European would be bliftered in a mo- 
ihent, and I felt fome inconvenience to 
mine, even through a pair of ftrong 
boots. 

The houfes here are built of clay, and 

covered with the leaves of the date-tree, 

2 The 
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The inhabitants are very numerous, and 
ihoft of them have w^eak eyes^. occafioiied, 
probably, by the reflexion of the fuii 
upon the defert; Their drefs is very fim-' 
pie; that of the men being'in general no 
more than a woollen cap to defend the 
head from the fun ; and a coarfe woollen 
cloak, with fhort wide fleeves, I fliould 
obferve^ that an Arab always wears his 
woollen cap, though he has often no other 
cloathing. The woman's drefs is equally^ 
fimple, being only a few yards of blue 
cotton cloth wrapped round them. 

Thefe people Have numerous flocks of 
cattle, iheep^ and goats, which they drive 
every morning at fun-rife to the river fide, 
where they find very good pafture. They 
are watched all day by men, women, and 
children, who frequently amufe them- 
felves by bathing in the river; for an 
Arab, when he has ail opportunity, will 
bathe five or fix times a day. The flocks 
are always driven back at fun-fet to the 
villages, where they remain all night. 

C Every 
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Every village and fixed refidence is fur- 
rounded with a lofty mud wall, to defend 
it from beafts of prey, particularly lions, 
which are here very numerous. 

The Arab women were not fo fhy as 
we expefted to find them. They feemed 
much entertained by the novelty of our 
drefs, and very civilly offered us milk, 
bread, &c. Their bread is in cakes, but not 
fine; and their milk is not very palatable 
to an European, being curdled and quite 
four. It immediately turns four after fun- 
rife; but we found that the Arabs pre- 
ferred it in that ftate. Being much 
amufed with the novelty of the fcene, 
we remained longer on ftiore than we 
intended. The fliip, however, getting 
under way, fired a gun, and hoifted a 
fignal for us to return on board* 

On the Perfian ihore are the ruins of a 
very large and ancient city^ extending 
about twelve milfes along the banks of the 
river, and containing many tombs which 

ftill 
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Itill appear entire. We were informed, 
that this city was deftroyed by the Pcrfian 
Emperor, Nadir Shah j and among the 
ruins we defcried feveral wolves. 

The tide not continuing fo long as we 
expedted, we had only gained about 
twelve miles before we were obliged to 
anchor at three, P. M. the wind blowing 
ftrong from the N. W. 

In the whole extent from the fea to 
this part of the Perfian fide of the river, 
there is very little culture, and but a 
thin population. It appears, however, to 
have been once well cultivated ; there are 
ftill many embankments to prevent the 
river overflowing the country, and nu*- 
merous canals to water the ground, fimilar 
to thpfe on the oppofile Ar^ibian iliore. 
As to plantations, we only faw a few 
ftraggling date-trees, which, being neg- 
IciSted, bore very little fruit. 



C 2 TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, JUNE IS. 

We weighed anchor this morning at 
two o'clock; but the wind flill blowing 
frefti from the N. W. and very little flood 
tide, we only gained about five miles, and 
anchored again at five. 

We now faw numerous herds of cattle, 
iheep, and goats, with a great many 
horfes, on the Arabian fide of the riven 
An Arab Sheik, or a man of any confe- 
quence, ufually keeps feveral horfes ready 
faddled, in cafe of any alarm, and is al- 
ways ready to ride off at a moment's notice. 
Thefe horfes are fed with grafs cut by the 
fide of the river at low water, or on fome 
of the iflands, which are very numerous. 
For this purpofe tliey make ufe of large 
baflcets, covered with a coat of bitumen, 
which effectually keeps out the water, and 
two men will paddle in them at a tolerable 
rate. Some of thefe baflcets are large 

enough 
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enough to carry a dozen people, and are 
frequently ufed as ferry-boats. 

- The wind increafing from the N. W* 
we were not able to move with the after* 
noon'is tide. 



WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14^ 

This morning at three o'clock, the 
^ind falling a little, we weighed, ran 
about fix leagues, and anchored again at 
feven. The tide now falling off very 
faft, and the wind ftill blowing from the 
N. W. we had no profpecSt of reaching 
BussoRA fox fome time. Capt. Spence, 
therefore, difpatched an Arab fervant with 
a letter to the Company's Refideiit at that 
place. 

On the Arabian fide of the river the 

culture and population were nearly the 

fame as before ; but the Perfian fide had a 

better appearance. Vegetatioji was there 

C 3 much. 
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much more flourifhing; and at fun-fet, 9 
confidef able tribe, with their flocks, began 
to pitch their tents, not appearing to have 
^ny fixed refidepce. They lighted fires, 
which continued burning all night, 

THURSDAY, JUNE 15. 

Weighed anchor at three o'clock ; but, 
the wind continuing as before, only gained 
about fix miles. The Perfian fide of the 
river improved in its appearance, having 
a few fmall villages clofe to the river fide, 
and fome date-trees. It being rather 
fwampy, there were alfo a good many 
willows, and a few elm-trees. 

The Arabian fide, too, looked better than 
what we had latety paffed, being cultivated 
farther from the riycr. The date-trees 
being planted about ten feet frptn each 
other, and full of leaves at top, afford a 
Tery good ihade ; and the people are en-^ 
abled to cultivate the ground during the 
jvhole day, without fuffering much in^. 

convenience 
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convenience from the heat of the fun, 
which out of the ihade, and in the middle 
of the day, is at this feafon not to be en- 
dured. We found here a very ftrong 
brown foil, which does not appear to want 
any manure, nor da the Arabs , at this 
plaice ever make ufe of any. 



FRIDAY, JUNE Iff. . 

Got under way this morning at four 
o'clock. The wind continuing as before, 
and very little flood tide, we only gained ' 
two leagues. 

The Perfian fide of the river now exhi- 
bited a high degree of cultivation. We 
faw many inhabitants and numerous flocks 
and herds ; but had not much intercourfe 
w^lth the people, as they are not fo much 
to be trufted as their oppofite neighbours 
the Arabs. They are a very ftrong, robuft, 
hard-featured people; and their drefs is!' 
nearly flmilar to that of the Arabs. A 
C 4 piece 



9 

2* A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

piece of blue callico, about five yards 
long, is the whole of the woman's drefs, 
and the children are entirely qaked. The 
jnen have a very ferocious appearance, 
and will deftroy whomfoever they can 
overpower, which renders it impofsible to 
travel much in this country. Wild hogs 
are very pumerous arnqng the marfties, 
and there are various kinds of gatme in 
great plenty^ which affords fine fport to a 
- Ihooting party ; but it will be always ne- 
ceflary to go in a confiderable body, and 
never very far from the river, to avoid 
bfing cut pfF by the favage inhabitants^ 

The Arabian fide of the river was near- 
ly the fame as before, except that the 
canals were cut farther inland, which im- 
plied of courfe more cultivation. Some 
of the canals are very broad, apd I crofsed 
over feveral in the wicker baikets before 
idefcribed, which are indeed very conve- 
pient wherjg there is not much purrent. 



fATURDAY, 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 17. 

Got the fhip under way this morning 
nt five o'clock ; but for want of wind, only 
gainjed about two leagues. 

A party of us went out a-(hooting on 
the Arabian fide of the river, but were 
pot very fuccefsful in our fport, Extend»- 
ing our walk inland about three miles, 
we found the whole well, watered by 
means of canals fromi the river, and the 
population was very great. The dates 
3.nd other trees affordea an agreeable ihade, 
and made our little incurfion very pleafant. 
We found gteat abundance and many va- 
rieties of garden vegetables ; fome of them 
European, and feveral peculiar to the 
country. Befide the dates, which are 
the chief fupport of the inhabitants, there 
were great quantities of pomegrcinates 
nearly ripe; red and while grapes, fome 
pf them ripe ; an abundance of oranges, 
Jimes^ and lemons, but none of thefe h^d 

att^ine4 
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attained maturity* There were alfo many 
well-tafted apples, chiefly of the kind 
called codlings, but a little fweeter than 
thofe in England. We took with us about 
a bulhel of thefe, for which we paid a 
very trifling fum. 

I was very much pleafed with this little 
journey; and, though I had lately been 
in the ifland of Ceylon among the 
cinnamon, in the Travencore country, 
and in every port on the Malabar coaft, 
I certainly Ihould give the preference to 
this place ; for the abundance of various 
kinds of fruits, the fragrant fmell from 
the oranges, lemons, and fweet-fcented 
fhrubs, and the agreeable fliade of the 
lofty date-trees, rendered ' it a moft de- 
lightful fpot. 

The inhabitants, too^ were remarkably 
civil. There being no regular road, ^we 
frequently loft our way; and they would 
very readily offer their fervices to conduct 
us into the right path. 

We 
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We had, however, one advantage, 
which firangers to this country can feldoni 
enjoy;. I mean in having feveral Arabs 
belonging to the fiiip, who could interpret 
for us. We therefore never went on fliora 
without taking foine of them with us. 



SUNDAY, JUNE Ig, 

Weighed anchor this morning at five, 
ran about two leagues only, and anchored 
again at nine. 

At half paft three in the afternoon I 
fet out for BusspRA by land, with an 
Arab guide. We were frequently (lopped 
on the road^by foldiers ; but my guide al-' 
ways Satisfying them, I was permitted tp 
pafs without moleftation. Many of the 
inhabitants feemed to view me with aftoi- 
. nifhment; and in all probability fonie 
of them had never feen an European be* 
fore, this part being out of any accufr 
tomed road, and where no one can. travel 

on 
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on horfeback on account of the numerous 
canals. 

The country through which I pafled 
had a delightful appearance, being well 
watered, and in luxuriant vegetation. Ex- 
tenfive crops of wheat, barley, and paddy, 
were nearly ripe; and of fruit and ve- 
getables the quantity was inimenfe. The 
city of BussoRA is fupplied from this 
neighbourhood, and the Turks and Arabs 
confume a very large quantity in propor- 
tion to their other food. 

After walking about ten miles, at half 
paft fix o'clock I reached the Engliih fac- 
tory at Buss OR A. Here I obtained a 
horfe, and a guide, alfo mounted, and 
fet out immediately from Bussora for 
Margill, the country refidence of Sa- 
muel Manesty, Efq. the Refident. 
This flands. about three miles above the 
city, and is pleafantly fituated on the 
banks of the river. 

I remained 
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I remained a week at Margill, dur- 
ing which time I experienced every mark 
of civility and hofpitality. 

Mr. Manesty fills the office of Refi- 
dent with great ability, and is defervcdly 
efteemed by every one who has the plea- 
fure of knowing him. His condu6l, in 
every inftance, is^ mod truly that of an 
Knglijli gentleman \ and he has rendered 
Government very eflential fervices during 
the prefent war, by feizing the French 
difpatches, and preventing that nation 
from carrying on any correfpondence with 
India by land. 

During my flay I frequently vifited {he 
city of BussoRA, which is very large 
and extremely populous. The Bazar, or 
Market-place, is near two miles long, 
and appears to be well fupplied. It 
abounds with drugs of various kinds pecu- 
liar to the country, and which, though 
of confiderable value in Europe, may b^ 
bought here at a moderate price, money 
2 being 
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being of more value here than in many 
other countries* 



European manufadlures are fcarce and 
dear; and the people prefer thofe of 
England to all others. Our fuperfine 
broad cloth, and our watches, will fell for 
more than double what th^y coft in 
England. 

The length of the city walls, from the 
river toward the Great Defert, is about 
four miles, and from North to South about 
three miles. The walls are chiefly built 
of clay, and of courfe cannot make any 
very flout refiftance, particularly againft 
artillery. Of this, however, there is very 
little in the country ; in the city, I ob- 
ferved only ten pieces, mod of them brafs 
indeed, but only two or three of them 
ferviceable. Being expofed to the fun, 
the carriages were dropping to pieces. 

Here are feveral mofques and minarets, 
many of which are very handfome build- 
ings. 
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ings. Some of the latter are entirely 
covered with variegated tiles, which have 
a very fingular appearance. Moft of the 
public buildings, as mofques, minarets, 
and tiummums, are built of brick; but 
the Englifh factory is now by far the beft 
ftrucSlure in the whole city. 

Within the walls are feveral vacant fpots 
not built upon, and which appear to have 
been occafioned by fire. The houfes in* 
general are very indiflferent, being chiefly 
built of clay with a fm,all proportion of 
bricks. Their timbers are the trunks of 
date-trees, not fquared, but round, and 
in the fame ftate as when brought froni 
the plantation: they are alfo very foft 
and fpongy, and will not lafl: long. The 
very thick walls, and thefe clumfy lim- 
bers, form together a very uncouth piece 
of architedture. 

The roofs are flat, and furrounded by a 

parapet. Here the inhabitants fleep du- 

5 ring 
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ring the fummer feafon, in the open airv 
To ail European everf houfe appears like a 
prifon, as it can receive no light froni the 
ftreet, becaufe it has no windows. Every 
houfe forms a fquare, and the inhabitants 
have no communication with their neigh- 
bours. Within the fquare are various 
offices; fome under ground, where the 
people retire during the heat of the day. 
The kitchen, the water, and not unfre- 
quently the horfes, are kept on the 
ground floor. The hall, where they re* 
ceive company, the harem, and many 
other offices, are On the fecond, which 
has generally a gallery fupported hy pil- 
lars continued nearly round the infide of 
the whole building. They have generally 
two flights of fteps ; one leading to the 
hall; where alone fl:rangers are admitted ; 
the other leading to the harem, t6 which 
none but the family can have accefs^. 

Women of the higher clafs are feldom 
feen out of doors; but when they do go 

out, 
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out, they 'are always veiled. Many qf 
the Arab women, particularly of the^ 
lower clafs, expofe their faces. 

Both men and women flaves are fold 
publicly in the Bazan I have before 
faid, that the city is very populous. The 
jnajority of the people are Arabs, the reft 
are Turks and Armenians. The Turks are 
moftly men of fome confequence, either 
being officers in the army, or holding 
fome other ports under government. The 
Aimenians are the merchants, and fom« 
of them are very refpe6lable. They have 
a coniiderabl^ trade with the East Indies, 
and chiefly to Bengal. In this trade 
fever^^l fhips are employed, the largeft of 
which does not exceed 400 tons, on ac- 
count of a difficulty In crofsing the bar. 
The ihips from Bussora to Bombay, or 
Bengal, ufually receive a full cargo, 
tlie greater part of which confifts of cop- 
per in fmail cakes and drugs of various 
kinds ; and the Boi^bay (hips generally 
take dried fruits. It is very feldom, how- 
D ever, 
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ever, that a veffel fails to any part of 
India without taking a confiderable nuin«* 
ber of Arab horfes. There are many in- 
(lances of fliips carrying away filver, in 
bars and fpecie, to the amount of twenty 
lacks of rupees, the fpecie chiefly in 
Spanifh dollars and Venetian fequins. The 
greateft part of the trade of this branch 
of the Turkifti empire is in the hands of 
the Armenians, who, when they have a 
confiderable fum on hand, in order to 
prevent the Turks from laying hold of it, 
(which is fometimes the cafe) export it 
to India, where they often receive 12 
per cent, intereft. The intereft is ufually 
remitted back in piece goods, with which 
they fupply the greateft part of the 
Turkifh empire. A confiderable quan- 
tity of /ugar and rice alfo is frequently 
imported from India. The fpecie is fent 
here by the Armenians to their corre- 
fpondents in moft parts of the empire; 
confiderable fums likewife are often fent 
from Constantinople. Thefe are ufu- 
ally forwarded under the care of the 

Tatars, 
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Tatars *, meflengers of government, who 
receive a handfome premium for their 
trouble* The Tatars^ however, are forae- 
times rpbbed and flain by the wandering 
tribes, who in formidable bodies infeft 
the greater part of the Turkifh dominions 
in Asia. An inftance of this happened 
only a month ago, when a Tatar, return- 
ing from CoNSTAN'riNOPLE to Bagdad 
with 6000 Venetian fequins, was attacked^ 
robbed, and murdered, between Diar-^ 
BEKiR and Mosul. 

With refpe6l to the Arabs, the moft 
numerous clafs of inhabitants, there are a 
few refpe6table men amongft them j but 
great numbers are extremely poor, la- 
bouring very hard for fmall wages. With a 
very little pay, however, they are enabled 
to fupport their families; for tHeir drefe 
cofts them little ; and their food confifts of 
dates, bread, and water, with which they 

♦ Ufually^ but very improperly, pwnted Tartar. 
See " Campbell's Journey over-land to India," and 
other worl&. It is pronounced Tatar\ the accent 
beii(ig on the laft fyllable. 

D 2 are 
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are perfedlly fatisfied ; and indeed, though 
their food is fo fimpley they have, gene- 
rally fpeaking, twice the ftrength of 
Europeans, and are able to endure much 
more fatigue. 

The ftreets in this city are fo extremely 
narrow, as frequently to admit only one 
horfe at a time; added to which, they are 
in many parts fo very rough as to make it 
difficult for horfes to pafs. 

Here is a Roman Catholic Church, a 
tolerably good building ; and the people 
of that perfuafion are not in the leaft mo^ 
lefled. 

Every perfon wears the drefs of the 
country, particularly muftaches. I met 
here^ with the famous Armenian Joseph 
Em IN, who had been many years in Eng- 
land, and has lately publifhed, in the 
Englifti language, his travels and adven- 
tures, written by himfelf. He proposed 
going with his fon to Bengal, and thence 
to take him to England. I made hka 
\ ' an 
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an offer to take his fon with me to Eng- 
i-AND, as he would have been a very good 
interpreter^ underftanding the Armenian, 
Arabic, Turkilh, and Englifli, languages. 
Tl^e fon,- who was aboqt 17 years of 
age, was very willing to accompany me; 
but the father, after deliberating fome 
time, determined on following his orjgi- 
. »al plan. 



SUNDAY, JUNE 25* 

Every thing having been prepared, 
under the direction of Mr. Manesty, for 
our departure for Bagdad, an Arab 
Sheik, named Abdallah Teef, a very 
refpedlable man, engaged to concjudl us 
fafely thitheV; for which w^ paid iiim 
1300 piaftres. This fum, it is to be ob- 
ferved, was only for three boats and 
guards, having ourfelyes provided a good 
ftock of provifions of all forts, with cu- 
linary utenfils, cooks, and other fervants, 
which coft us 500 piaftres more. 

D 3 The 
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The clothes provided for each perfon 
were as follow : 

1 Arab caitielinc, or riding cloak* 

2 Under coats. 

2 Pairs of drawers* 

2 Shirts. 

1 Cumbprband, 

1 Turban. 

1 Woollen cap ; and 

I Pair of yellow flippers. 

Our boat-s being brought up to Mar- 
gill, at five o'clock we took leave of 
Mr. Manesty, and embarked; two of 
the boats containing the paffengers^ the 
other boat our additional guards : Imme- 
diately after embarking, we were drefled 
fo as exadlly to refemble the Arabs in our 
sppearance ; and our mullaches were now 
grown pretty long, having never ihaved 
fince we left India, 

Every attention was paid to our perfonal 
fgfety, the Sfieik being always in one of 

pur 
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our boats, and his brother,^ Ahmqod 
Soj-LAY, in the other. 

. As thefe boats were admirably calcu* 
lated for their intended purpofe, the fol- 
lowing aqcount of them may not be unac- 
ceptable: 

De/criptian of the boat generally called a 
• Doneky but fometimes a Kiraffe^ ufed by 
' the Arabs upon the rivers Eupho^ates 
^ tznrf Tigris. 



The. extreme breadth is 7 feet 9 inches. 
The length 4-2 feet. It is built of ftrong 
rough timbers at 18 inches diftance, con- 
nefted by fmall rough pieces of board, 
arid covered with a coat of bitumen about 
half an inch thick on the outfide, which;, 
ill cafe of a leak, is very eafily repaired. 
The infide is lined with the fame kind of 
rough boards, none above 3 feet long, and 
tif ; very unequal breadths ; the lining is, 
of courfe, full of holjes.t— Some of thefe 
Jttoats, inRead of boards, are covered with 
:* D 4? baiket- 
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bafket-work, having a coat of bitumen 
upon it. — ^They are very fl:iarp at eatoh 
end, and fail faft. — Their oars are rough 
poles, having a piece of board tied on 
with a cord. They have befides ftrong 
timbers, which go down to the keel, and 
are ibout 3 feet above the gunwale ; th^fe 
are full of notches, to which they faften 
the oars with ftrong kya rojJe; and by 
thefe means they either raife or lower the 
oar, as is moft convenient. They have no 
filler ; but are enabled to fteer with great 
accuracy by means of a ftrong kya rope 
fattened to both fides of the rudder ; and 
they very feldom ufe more than five oais 
at a time* 

We had part of the boat, abaft the 
maft, covered with mats to deferid us 
from the fun, which we found of great 
fervice. 

In the fore-part was a place built with 

brick and clay for the purpofe of drefsing 

our vi6luals; and this convenience we 

' found 
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found of great tife, as it enabled us to 
provide every thing neceflary without de- 
laying the paflage by frequent landings^ 

Thefe boats ufually go from Hill a 
down the Euphrates to Bussora in three 
days, and are feldom four. From Bagdad 
down the Tigris to Bussoka they can 
never go in lefs than eight days,- though 
the ftream is much more rapid than the 
Euphrates ; but it is above twice the 
length, on account of the many windings, 
and it runs a great way to the Eadward 
towards Persia. 

We had a very pleafant breeze from the 
Southward, apd with fails and oars went 
at the rate of five miles an hour, fleering 
due North tijl 12 o'clock. 



MONDAY, JUNE 26. 

The wind decreafing, we continued 
rowing till day-jight at the rate of three 
miles an hour, when we flopped a Aiort 

time 
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time on the Perfian fide of the river, for 
our people to refrelh. 

On the Arabian fide, above Margill, 
there is neitlier cultivation, inhabitants, 
nor even vegetation, except near the 
banks of the river, where we faw a great 
number of camels grazing. Here was alfo 
much game. 

The Perfian fide of the river had a 
better appearance, exhibiting extenfive 
plantations of date-trees, and many viU 
lages. 

The river is here about two miles broad, 
bearing N. N. W. and S. S. E. 

The tide fetting down, and having little 
wind, we were obliged to track. At ele- 
ven o'clock we eroded the mouth of a 
v^ry large river on the Perfiai^ fide, called 
by the natives Shat-el-Ajam; which, 
in Arabic, fignifies a river of Persia ; 
and they had no other name for it* 



At 
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Atone o'clock we arrived at Corny, 
the conflux of the rivers Euphrates and 
Tigris. Here we remained two hours, 
and obferved that the Tigris bore E. N.E* 
and the Euphrates due W. A fhip of 
war was moored near the middle, be* 
tween the two rivers, as a guard-fhip, and 
to prevent veflfels pafsing without paying 
cuftonis* The two rivers, united here, form 
an immenfe body of frefli water. 

From this place to the Perfian Gulph is 
called by the natives Shat-el-Arab* 

The tide has feldom any influence fo 
far as Corny, except at the full and 
change of the moon ; and even then the 
water is only raifed a little; the current is 
not turned, 

^ Corny is fuppofed by fome learned men 
to have been the fcite of the Garden of 
Eden, Its prefent wretched appearance, 
however, gives it no pretenfion§ to the 
name of the Terreflrial Paradife, as de- 
fcribed by Milton, It is a fmall village, 

fur^ 
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f urrounded by a mud wall ; containing few 
inhabitants, with very little cultivation. 
There is, indeed, a fmall plantation of 
date-trees between the village and the 
river, and which forms a very agreeable 
ihade. Here the Arabs fit and fpend moft 
of their time, feeming to depend for their 
livelihood much more on their exadtions 
from paffengers, than on their own in- 
duftry. 

The officers of the cuftoms expe<Sted a 
prefcnt from our Sheik ; but as he had no 
merchandize under his care, he did not 
pay any thing. 

We left Corny at three o'clock, and 
went up the Euphrates, which is called 
by the Arabs Shat-el-Fra ate. We now 
crofled over to the weftem banks of the 
river; but having little wind from the 
Eaft, and being obliged to track and row, 
we went at the rate of only three miles 
an hour. The country here was very 
little inhabited, being wet, fwampy, and 
covered with reeds and willows, I fired 

at 
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at a crane among the willows; and in- 
ftantly after the report, a large herd of 
wild hogs ruihed out, fome of them of 
fuch extraordinary fize, that at firft fight 
I could fcarcely believe they^ were hogs. 
Their colour is a deep red. In the 
neighbourhood of Bussora fome wild 
JiQgs have been killed, whofe carcaffes 
have weighed 10 cwt. Englilh. As the 
Arabs do not eat them, they are permitted 
to remain unmolefted. It is faid, that 
they continue growing as long as they 
live; and indeed the immenfe fize of fome 
of them feems to fan6tion fuch an opinion. 

At fun-fet we faw feveral jackalls 
prowling near the banks of the river. I 
fired at one with ball, and killed it. 

We continued rowing and tracking till 
eight o'clock, when we made our boats 
faft to the weftern banks of the river near 
a large tomb, where we remained all 
night, but had very little reft, the ■ muf- 
quitoes being extremely troublefome, and 
the howling of the jackalls, wolves, and 
5 other 
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Other wild beads, in the neighbourhomlt 
rendering our fituation truly difmaL . 

TUESDAY, JUNE 97. 

At day-break we refumed our voyage^ 
jtracking up the right bank of the riven 
The country here afforded a pleafing pro- 
{pe&y abounding with plantations of date- 
trees and fields of corn. At two o*clock 
we paffed feveral Arab encampments, near 
which were great numbers of cattle, buf- 
faloes, ftieep, and goats. At three we 
pafled a breach in the right bank of the 
river, which has overflowed the Great 
Defert for about three hundred miles, and 
has alarmed the inhabitants of Bussora 
and that neighbourhood very much. The 
excefsive heat of the fun, with the im- 
menfe numbers of fiih and animalcules 
that perifh when it dries up, ferve to pu- 
trify the air, which in general proves fatal 
to great numbers; and hence the Arabs 
call it the water of death. 

Here. 
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Here were many men employed to (lop 
the breach ; but with all their humble ef- 
forts, it appeared that it would be fome 
time before they would be able to accom- 
plifli it. They were carrying along em- 
bankments made of bundles of reeds, 
which were often forced away by the 
flream as foon as they were laid. I am 
perfuaded that half a dozen Englifhmen, 
with proper implements and materials, 
would complete in a few hours what fifty 
of thefe people could not finifh in a week. 

At fun-fet we made our boats faft to 
the right banks of the river, on which wc 
remained all night ; but, as on that pre- 
ceding, we could get very little reft on 
account of the mufquitoes, and the 'hor- 
rible noifes made by the wild beafts in 
the vicinity. 



WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28. 

At day-break unmoored, and conti-* 

nued tracking as before* We pafled feve- 

2 xal 
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ral more breaches in the banks, which had 
overflowed great part of the neighbouring 
country, and prevented the inhabitant! 
from fowing their corn and paddy. Wc 
likewife paflTed feveral Arab encampments 
with abundance of cattle. Our continu- 
ing always on the fame fide of the river 
was matter of choice merely, and becaufe 
we did not perceive any thing interefting 
on the oppofite fhore. The courfe of the 
river is from W. to W. by S. 

At fun-fet we arrived at a very large 
town on the right bank of the river called 
SuKE-SHUE. Here Mr. Stevens, Captain 
Reid, and myfelf, procured each a muf- 
quito tent, which we found of infinite 
fervice, as it enabled us to get a little 
fleep, which we very much wanted. 
Though we always laid upon the bare 
ground, we were now enabled to fleep very 
comfortably, being relieved from thofe tor- 
menting infeds, by whom I have been 
frequently fo much bitten as to be fcarce- 
ly able to open my eyes. 

THtTRSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, JUNE* 29. 

Wk remained at Suke-shOe the whole 
4ay> foihe of my boatmen having behaved 
impertinently to Ahmood Sollay, who 
drew his tolwa on one of them, and was 
with difficulty prevented from taking his 
head off. Our Sheik, therefore, -difcharged 
thehoat arid crew, and procured another of 
the fame kind. Of courfe, all our ftores 
were to be moved, and a new place built 
ioT our cook to drefs the victuals ia. 

We were here treated by our Sheik 
with a dinner in the Arab faihion. It 
Gonlifted of a dozen and a half of fifh, 
about the iize of mackarel, fryed in ghie; 
a dozen boiled fowls; and cakes made of 
barley flour, frefh baked, with plenty of 
milk. 'We fat upon the ground, agree- 
able to the cuftom of the country, in a 
garden adjoining^ the river, under the 
Ihade of a grove of date and fig-trees. 
The fifh, fowls, and bread, were very 

E fweet 
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fweet and good ; but the milk was four^ 
and not very palatable to an European. 
We did not make ufe of knives and forks, 
as in Europe, but ate with our fingers, as 
the Arabs do, tearing the fowls and fifti in 
pieces; and the Sheik feemed highly 
pleafed by our compliance with theif 
culloms* 

I was much amufed by obferying the 
dexterity of the Arab women in baking 
their bread. They have a fmall place 
built with clay, between two and three 
feet high, having a hole at the bottom, 
for the convenience of drawing out the 
alhes, fomething fimilar to that of a lime 
kiln. The oven (wTijch I think is the 
moft proper name for this place) is ufuallf 
about fifteen inches wide at top, and gra- 
dually grows wider to the bottom. It 
is heated with wood, and when fufficii 
ently hot, and perfe6tly clear from fmoke, 
having nothing but clear embers at bot-^ 
torn (which continue to refleft great heat), 
they prepare the dough in a large bowl, 
and mould the cakes to^ the defired fizc 

on 
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oti a board or ilone placed near the oven. 
After they have kneaded the cake to a 
proper confiftence, they pat it^ a little^ 
then tofs it about with great dexterity in 
one hand, till it is as thin as they choofe 
to make it. They then wet one fide of it 
with water, at the lame time wetting the 
hand and arm with which they put it into 
the oven. The wet fide of the cake ad* 
heres fall to the fide of the oven till it is 
fufficiently baked, when, if not paid pro- 
per-attention to, it would fall down among 
the embers. If they were not exceed- 
ingly quick at this work, the heat of the 
oven would burn the Ikin from off their 
hands and arms ; but with fuch amazing 
dexterity do they perform it, that one 
woman will continue keeping three or 
four cakes at a time in the oven till Ihe 
has done baking. This mode, let me add, 
does not require half the- fuel that is 
made ufe of in EyROPE. 

SuKE-SHUE is a very large and popu- 
lous town, and the refidence of Sheik 
TwYNEY, a very powerful Arab Prince ; 
E 2 having 
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having under hrs government the whole of 
the tight banks of the Extphrates, from 
nearly as high as Hill a down to Bvs^or a. 
He W2LS once in open rebellion againft the 
Ttiricifh government, and took poffefsion 
of the city of Bussora. Being defeated 
by the prefent Bafhaw of Bagdad, he 
fled into Persia ; but afterwards returned 
to folicit his pardon ; and as ho was much 
revered by the Arabs, and likely to prove a 
powerful enemy, the Bafhaw thought it 
prudent to pardon him, and reinftate him 
in his government. He was not here, how- 
ever, at this time; for, behig a moft able 
general, he had been fent by the Bafhaw 
of Bagdad, ta oppofe the progrefs of the 
Waaby, who is extending his conquefts 
tip the weftern Ihore of the Perfian gulph, 
almoft as high as Grain, and propagating 
XL new religion, which, like Mahomet, 
he enforces by the fword. 

The Sheik's army amounts to thirty 
fhoufand men; of whom ten thoufand 
are Turkifh foldicrs, and twenty thoufand 
Arab recruits. 

X took 
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I took a walk with our Sheik through 
the town, and went into the Bazar, or 
market, which i$ about a mile long. It 
is opened at fun-rife, and continues till 
nine o'clock ; h is then fhut up, opened 
again at three, and continues till fun-fet* 

Th^ Sheik alfo took me into a coiSce- 
houfe, where I was treated with coffee, 
after the cuftom of the country. I was 
alfo obliged to fmoke tobacco, they pre* 
fenting me with a pipe about a yard and 
half long. I fat down on a mat crofs- 
legged, like the reft of the company, and 
they ferved the coffee in a fmall China cup 
about the fize of half an egg-fhell ; but I 
could not get either milk or fugar, with- 
out which the beverage was rather un- 
pleafant, till I became accuftomed to it. 



FRIDAY, JUNE 30. 

This morning the Sheik who officiated 

in the abfence of Sheik Twyney paid us a 

E 3 vifit, 



5* A JOUHNEY FROM INDIA, 

vifit, and- brought his daughter with him. 
She was about twelve years of age ; and 
every perfon was obliged to ftand in his 
prefence, except ourfelves and our Sheik. 
I had here an opportunity of obferving 
the refpecft which the Arabs pay to their 
Chiefs. An Arab of diftindtion, having a 
letter of fome confequence for the Sheik, 
prefented it on his knees, and received it 
back again in the fame poflure, the fecre- 
tary. having, after reading the letter, put 
the Sheik's feal on the back of it. 

The Sheiks and principal people wear 
on the left hand a neat filver or gold ring, 
in which a fquare ftone is fet, with their 
names engraved on it at full length. On 
this ring they lay a thick ink, till it will 
make a fair imprefsion, then ftamp it on 
the letter, and this ferves for their figqa- 
ture. Some of the ftones are red, and 
fbme white cornelians* 

We were much peftered here by a num- 
ber of people having different difprders ; for 

they 
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they imagine that an European can cur^ 
all complaints, and implicitly adopt 
whatever is prefcribed for them. 

Our Sheik now engaged to take another 
boat under his protedtion to Bagdad. It 
contained a few bales of Bengal piece- 
goods, and had for paflengers an Arme- 
nian woman, with her fon, about fixteen, 
ai^d two daughters, one about foiirtcien, 
the other thirteen years gf age. 

Setting out from Suke-shue at eleven 
o'clock, and leaving one boat behind, we 
crof$ed the river, and tracked up the left 
banks. till three o'clock, when we re- 
croiTed, and made our boats fail near a 
village called GoMCHEEjfC, where wc 
pitched our tents. 

There being much §ame in the neigh- 
bourhood, I took my gun, and having an 
Arab with me to carry my powder and 
ihot, faw fome beautiful green birds, which 
I wifhed much to examine. It was not 
long before I brought one down ; but the 
E 4 Ayah 
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Arab ran immediately and cut off its head, 
calling out zain^ zain^ meaning that it was 
very good to eat. I afterwards fltot feve-- 
ral birds of different kinds, all of which 
the Arab ferved in the fame way^ nor 
could I prevent him* 

Several branches of the river meeting 
at this place, we found Rationed here a 
Collector of the Cuftoms, who wa^a na- 
tive of Constantinople, on which he 
valued himfelf not a little. He was a 
very great drunkard, and would do any 
thing tor wine. We gave him a few bot*^ 
ties of Shiras, coi^fidering old Madeira arid 
old Claret as too good for him. He was 
greatly pleafed with our prefect, and foon 
becajne intoxicated. 



SATURDAY, JULY 1. 

We waited here this morning till nine 
o'clock for one of our boats which hacl 
been left at Suke-shub; as fopn as it 
came up, we departed. 

5 t; The 



The:river>, a little above thi? place, h 
very broad, liearly a^ fiwr as the eye caa 
reaclp ; but ipt maoy parts it is fo very 
ihoal, that reeds make their appearance 
above the furface of the water. We nov^ 
altered gur courfe to the Eaftvvard,^afld, 
entered a river called by the Arabs Shat-^ 
^l-Depela, which communicates with 
another named Shat-el^Hie, being a 
branch of the Tigris, 

I cannot quit the Eup«iiates without 
taking notice of its falubrious water, which 
is by much the mod pleafant that I ever 
tailed. Though very muddy when it » 
firft taken up, it foon becomes perfedtly 
clear; and while I could get this water, 
I had not the leaft defire for either wine 
or fpirits. We continued tracking up the 
river (or rather canal) called Shat-ei** ' 
Peg EL A till fix o'clock, whea we made 
our boats faft to the banks,^ and pitched 
our tents not far from feme Arab encamp* 
meots. 

Our 
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• Our Sheik reprefented to us, that this 
was a very dangerous fituation, and re- 
commended us to keep our arms in our 
tents, in cafe of an attack. We had each 
a gun, a brace of piflols, and a fabre; and 
our Sheik, his brother, and all the guards, 
remained under arms during the Bight. 
They placed fome centinels at a diftance 
from the tents for fear of a furprizc, and 
pafled the watch-word from one to an* 
other the night through. We were not, 
however, molefted, 

To be obliged to hav€^ weapons bjr my 
iide while lying down on the bare earth 
to take a little reft, was what I had never 
before experienced. Whoever travels 
through thefe countries, bught not to put 
fo much value on his life as I conceive 
Europeans in general do where they are 
pcrfe6Hy fecure, except from cafualties* 
This country is in a ftate of perpetual 
warfare; many of the inhabitants, under 
lio controul, live in a ftate of nature, and 
are not fufceptible of the nobler pafsions. 

They 
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They murder and plunder, without re- 
mprfe, all whom they can overpower, and 
are at war againft all the world, except 
their own tribe. Such is the prefent ftate 
of one of the moft fertile countries in the 
univerfe. No traveller is fafe, having 
reafon to expedl every moment to be at- 
tacked by a fuperior force ; but when I un- 
dertook this journey I was perfedlly re- 
figned, and prepared to encounter diffi* 
Ciilties and dangers. Our Sheik conducted 
himfelf much to our fatisfadlion, and did 
every thing in his power to make us com* 
fortable^ 



SUNDAY, JULYS, 

This morning we ftruck our tents at 
day-break, and at eight o'clock arrived at 
the head of the Degela, when we en- 
tered a larger river, which is divided into 
two branches: the one that we went up 
running S. E. the other W. We pro- 
ceeded up this river in a courfe almoft 
due N. 

Whether 
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Whether thefe branches have been cut 
to water the country, or not, is uncertain ; 
but I am inclined to think they haye. 
The ground for about forty .yards from the 
river is ufually three or four feet higher 
than it is further inland* This I have fre- 
quently obferved when I have gone 
a*ihooting. The larger braiiches are often 
near a quarter of a m^ile broad, and the 
fmaller about half that diftance. They 
make the country through which they run 
exceedingly fertile; but I have no doubt 
that thefe different branches are much 
larger than they were originally, and that 
they are ftill increaiing, as the Tigris, 
from which they are fupplied, is much 
more rapid than the Euphrates, parti- 
cularly at this feafon, when the frefties 
are coming down from the fnowy moun- 
tains. 

At twelve o'clock we entered the river 
called by the Arabs Shat-el-Hie, run* 
ning from the N, N. W. We found it di- 
vided into three other branches, befide 
the one at which we entered ; two branches 

running 
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rufining Weft, aDd one Eail of that we 
came up. At one o'clock, pacing the 
mouth of a rivctr nia^ining from the Eafty 
we contimied tracking till four, when we 
relied an hour to refrefli, and at fix made 
our boats fafi to the banks, where we re« 
mnined all night* 

i obferved that our Sheik always chofe 
as open a country as he couJd find, t# re- 
main in all night, for fear of being at- 
tacked by the Arabs at a difadvantage. 

We were again much difturbed by the 
jackalls, who feemed Very near us, and 
made a moft hideous noife. 



- ■ MONDAY, JULY 3* 

We ftruck our tents, and fet out at 
fun-rife, continuing to track up the river 
Shat-el-Hie. At ten o'clock the courfe 
of the river was from N, N. E.; at eleven,, 
due North, and it continued nearly North 
till fix o'clock, when we made our boats 

faft 
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fail to the banks, and Were foon aft6r vi- 
iited by fome Arabs on horfeback* They 
were about twenty in number, armed with 
fpears dnd tolwas. As the horfemen ap- 
proached, our Sheik, with a double-bar- 
relled gun in his hand, walked about twenty 
yards to meet the Chief of the other party, 
who alfo advanced before his people about 
the fame diiiance. After* fome conver- 
fatlon between the two Chiefs, the whole 
;idvanced. I obferved that the Chief was 
inounted on a beautiful Arab mare, and 
remarked it to be a general rule, that 
Sheiks and men of confequence are always 
mounted on mares, which are ufually va- 
lued at three times the price of horfes. 

To thofe who are ftrangers to the lan- 
guage, manners, and cuftoms, of this 
country, it is no unufeful thing to re- 
coile<5l, that whenever a man is mounted 
on a mare it may be depended on that he 
is above the common clafs. Drefs can- 
not be relied on; for a Sheik will often 
have his meaneft fervant dreffed much 
better than hipifelf, and will eat out of 

the 
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the fame di/h with him, as if they were 
equals. 

Shooting being the only amufement I 
could enjoy, and here being plenty of 
game, I wiihpd to embrace every oppor- 
tiinity. I had ufually taken an Arab or 
two with me on thefe expeditions; but 
here I could not prevail on any one to ac- 
company me, and was particularly defired 
by the Sheik not to go, there being much 
jungle, from which I might be furprized 
by the Arabs, or attacked by lions, which 
he faid were very numerous in this neigh- 
bourhood. Our Sheik fully expedted a 
night-attack, and therefore, with his 
brother and all the guards, remained un- 
der arms all night, the Sheik conftantly 
walking round our tents with a double- 
barrelled gun in his hand. A very good 
look-out, and probably the preparations 
which the horfemen obferved us to ' be 
making for our defence, prevented pur 
being molefled. 



TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, JULY 4. 

Ttfis morniiig we (Iruck our terfts, and 
departed at a quarter paft four o'clock. 
* At fix we arrived where two fivers meet; 
one branch running froiti the N. N. W. 
the other from E. by N. We tbok the 
latter, and continued tracking' till twelve 
o'clock, when w^e refted undier the ihade 
of fome willows till three; for, in the 
middle of the day, the heat of the fun was 
To excefsive, that our boatmen were not 
able to endure it. They were in general 
nearly naked, having no other cbvering 
than a fmall woollen cap, which barely iits 
the crown of the head. Tte cx)urfe of 
the river winding from North to Weft, we 
obferved the banks of^ thofe large branches 
feven and eight feet above the furface of 
the water. 

I have not feen one ftone the natural 
produce of the country fince I left Bus- 
soRA, but a foft brown foil, very deep; 

and 



sUid % hatsk «f (€^m Of ei^ht feet do€i not 

tbe foil.^ Til« riJ^ cuneiit «dilfi&utib 
dee^iriitg ttae bedb of fbefe river^ tind lA 
edfi^adifce th« iu-dW are not «Me t^ 
w«l^ mmy pe^ts bl ihie couMrff wHidh 
rcitidiSrs st fitiltihttt^itade ex««pt 4ti the 
badlt^ ol the /ivet. Ythete they ciniiot 
have water, tb«f em^kiv^ h€£at of the fuA 
foon deilroys all vegetation, and particu- 
larly at this feafon. 

At five o'clock we pafTed a village on 
the tfellem bwiks erf the rivef, cklled 
WAA««rT. The rive* is here above hsdf a 
mile brodck Ouf Shei^k wa^ particularly 
careful not to go n«ttF the village^ but con-^ 
tinued tracking up the oppfofite banks> and 
made as much hafte as pbf^ble* *' All 
the inhabitants/* iaid the Sheik, " are 
defperate thieves, and have no mercy oil 
thofe who are fo unfortunate as to fall into 
their hands ; for they are under no govern- 
ment or cdntroul Except that of their own 
leaders, who are^very whit as bad as tbem-f 
felves.'* 

F At 
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At (ix o'clock we ixiiAde.pfir Ijio^U faft to 
the weftem banks of the ri*!er, not being 
able to fisd a convenient place on the oppo- 
fite .fide. .We pitched our tents clofe to 
the water's edge, the j^eik keeping a good 
look-out for fear of a furprize; nor was I 
permitted to ihoot, for fear the report 
ihould difcover where we were, having a 
very thick jungle behind us. 



WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. 

We ftruck our tents and fet out this 
morning at one o'clock, our Sheik not 
thinking it fafe to remain in fuch a neigh- 
bourhood after the moon went down. At 
fix o'clock we flopped to refrefh, and in 
half an hour continued our courfe, the 
river winding very much, and bearing 
from S. W. to North. We refted under 
fome willows from twelve till two ; and at 
three arrived at the town called Hie, from 
which this river takes its name. It is fi- 
tuated on the Eadern banks; and, the in* 
habitants of this town not being much 
^ 2 better 
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ii' better than thofe of Waasut, our Sheik 

k muftered all his guards a little above the 

op? town, amounting to thirty men, all ex- 

oit ce^dingly well armed, and drefled in their 

u; bcft clothes. On account, I fuppofe, of 

^, their formidable appearance, our Sheik 

ref was not required here to pay any thing. 

He fpread a carpet on the ground, and 
with his brother,^ and another principal 
officer, fat down, having all the guards 
under arms dr^wn up near them. Here 
they were vifited by the principal men in 
the town, who were treated with pipes 
and coffee. The Sheik, however, kept 
the double-barrelled gun lying on the car- 
pet before him, and ready to fire in a mo- 
ment; the other officers and men being 
equally prepared. 

This ceremony mull appear very ftrange 
to thofe who are wholly unacquainted 
with the Angular manners and cuftoms of 
tbefe people; but all this caution is per- 
fe(5lly necefTary till they have given the 
falam and ate togethen When that has 
F 2 bceu 



68 A JOURNBY FROM tUfflAf 

been done, there can be no room ht ap- 
prehenfiori. An Arab, after he has eateit 
or drank with another, let him be ever fo 
great a ftran^er, and of whatever religkm 
or country, would fooner perifh than fufier 
him to receive the leaft injury, either in 
perfon or property; and whoever, in dif- 
trefs, puts himfelf entirely under the pro- 
tedlion of an Arab, may rely upon being 
defended in the moft faithful manner. 

An inftance of this Angular trait in the 
charafter of the Arabs occurred not Jong 
ago. A Frenchman was carrying rfif- 
patches to India, acrofs the Great Dfefert, 
from Aleppo to Bvssora. He had with 
him an Interpreter, and an efcort of about 
eighty men, moftly on camels. When 
about five days journey from Bussora, 
they were attacked in the evening by a 
wandering tribe of Arabs. The Meflenger 
had a double-barrelled gun, with which 
he Ihbt the Sheik of the hoflile party ; 
but they ruihed with fuch fury at the firft 
onfet, that before he had time to charge 
again, he was cut down with a fabre. 
5 Moft 



Moit of the Hefl^nger'a guards beln| 
killed^ tlHsy w«re (tfipped by th« c<w* 
quei«i% 3i»d th« Meflrng^ among tfa? 
reft, it beiag imaged that he was dfad; 
Alter Uie engagement, tJbe Arabs lighted 
firet to make coffee and re^fh themfelvest 
an4t as is cuft<^ary with them» fat <^ 
tl»f ^aund in a circle rov«4 thQ ire. 

The Merger's WQund i»ot proniig 
f»9rUd, (for though b«i had onn iade 9^ 
hk face c«t down, his ft;uU was not mate* 
ciftUx iiy'urad) he at length recovered h^ 
ieniei t an4 Ending himfelf entirely naked* 
(M well as much weakei^ by the k>f8 of 
hlopd* he had nearly given himfelf v^ to 
«}efpair. But, recolleaiagto have heard 
of this (iegulBT difpofitiwi in the Arabt, 
he lefoived to try the ekpcrimentf as the 
only means of laving his life» or putting 
an toA to his exUloBce. He took a view 
of the Arabs iit^ng round the fire, and 
^gied out him whom he thought moft 
likely to be the Chief, as being the oldeft- 
looking man in the company. Naked as 
F 3 he 
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be was, and almoft covdfted with blood, 
he ruflied into-. the ring, and threw him- 
felf at his feet. His coi^ftuffe-was right. 
This old man was the Chief,* who iiAmedi- 
ately covered him with his cloak. He 
was now at a lofs for an Interpreter; but, 
on fearch being made, the Intrepreter was 
found in a fimilar fituation, wounded, bat 
not dangeroufly. The Meflenger had his 
£?k3thes ahd^ dJfpatches returned to him; 
Ah*the GiAei^ttrkd into an agreement to 
delivfer hiiri f^ffe it BtJssoRA^' 6ntheMef- 
fenger promifing to pay Wm'onte hundred 
V^etian fequins. Both ^piartfiee performed 
their agreement ; the M^flfeflger arrived 
fafe, and bad engaged a dow to take him 
to Muscat*. ;-This having reached the 
Englifh Re(ident*'S ears, he leized the 
'Meflenger with his difpatches, and had his 
wounds dredbd by the Englifh Surgeon. 
It was: imiiginted .that the Meflenger, if 
fuflfered to proceed, would not have 
reached Ini>ia, as his wounds required 
much furgical afsifl:^nce. 
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But to return fttim this digression : ' 

It is cuftorhary for thefe peiople toiay 
very heavy contributions on veffels and 
pirffengers that pafethis v^ray^ or plunder 
tfaeili when they do- riot comply wit4i theiP 
demaiids; and in feafe of the-teiaft refift-' 
ance, they will feifee the boats and murder 
every perfon oh board. In this they have 
aft advahtage over boats going up thtf 
i5ver,' wliich being obliged to trafck againft 
both wirid diid 'ftream, their progrefs is" 
jeldom more that! four miles an hc^r i but; 
going downwards there is vefy litftb dag- 
ger; for the current being very rapid, and 
the wind ufually blowing frelh from the 
N» W. all veflels go . at a great rate, and 
particularly the fmall doneks, which fail 
remarkably >f;*ft4, : Hie .is a. fmall town 
furraunjdied by .amud wall'; but the in-* 
habitants are very, numerous in proportion 
to the iize of the place. We left k at fiv^ 
o'clock, an4 continued tracking till half 
pail feven, our men making mpre haiie 
than ufual, to g!&t as far as ppfsible out of 
F 4 the 



the reas^ikC tbofep^ofi^ }eft they ihcnild 
attack us in the night. We made our boats 
(^^t9 th/$ ((^ftofite i»apl($ of Iho river. 

The loPU^ IB this country are ¥«ry iiii» 
meroup. I <»wght o»e this ^enii^ ^ a 
diffffr^nt i^oldur from the p(M»mon }oc\i^ 
a»4 mucii ; largwr, |tR very p^tr^^Midinary 
^jpp^tMtx: induced me tP m^ko 4 (ketch 
Qf it from life, of the «M«ft natm?l fiz)?' 
Every part of it Is fp^ept except th§ undier 
wings, which, are mmhn i. md wh«n fly- 
ing it has a l>ea»tif«l appeamoBf. V^ 
eye$ are very remarkable. . 



T«URSP4¥, JUfiY «, 



This morntng at foiir o'clock we ftruck 
our tents, and- tracked b^ilkly till «igbt, 
when wereftefhed, fet out again at ten, 
and continued tracking tUl fix in the 
evening, without any -delay. Wu' then 
fecured the boats, andpitfehed our teiitf 
on the Eaftorn banks of the river. 

I took 
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' I toek" a© Arab with roe md went 
a-fliooting abcwt a mile from the river, 
where 1 found a great many partridges, 
Thi3 part of the country, excepting about 
fifty yards by the 'river fide, is a perfed 
de^t, though it appears to have been 
once cultivated, there being fttll tb« re» 
mains of canals that have been cut to 
water the country, at diftances of about 
two hundred "yard3, on the banks of the 
river, and communicating with each other 
ialand. Infome place$ banks have been 
mode all round, to keep the water, a? in 
paddy grounds* 

The river here runs fo rapidly that it 
has deepened its bed ; the banks are t^ 
feet perpendicular above the furfacc of 
the water, yet at that depth there is 'not 
the leaft variation in the colour of the 
feiL 

The furface of the earth at a diilance 
firom the river is whitifli, having a mix- 
ture of ikit for about half a foot in depth ; 

a^d 
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and below that, a dark bfbwn earth, the 
fame as on the banks of the river. 

At a great diftancfe ta theeaftward, we 
faw a long chain of lofty mountains rang- 
ing N. W. and S. E. called the Curdiftan 
mountains. : > 



FRIDAY, JULY '7; 

Wfifetoutat four o'clock this morn-* 
itig; and at eight, by an E.M. E. courfei 
entered the river Tigris, called by the 
Arabs, Shat-el-Amaar, Nearly oppo- 
Ute, on the eaftern banksiof the Tigris, 
isafmall town called Coote, off which 
feveral ftout v6flels were lying at anchor, 

. .The main body of the river runs S. S;E.; 
and from the beft obfervation I could 
make, it appeared that the Hie, which 
we came up, had been originally a canal 
cut to water the country, but had in 
courfe of time increafed to a very large 

river, 



TOWAIHIS* EKGLAKIJ. 75 

liver^ coirtainingrmurii imore £refli water 

than' the Thames*: ' »r 



• ' The Tiams is here abovei^iikiik* broad; 
and^ though reokbned ^t its^Jbcight^ 00 
afccbunt' of the.ihowimcitiiig • upon the 
mountains, the bariksr were qjiiRar48of''t^n 
feet perpendicular above the furface of 
the water. Several large droves of camels 
were grazing upon its hanks. 

/ ;Wer found the river very crooked, wihd- 
ing from Nl N. E. to^ South.. .At fix 
t>*clock paffed. a jTiiirkifli: camp pitched on 
the ,^eiidrh banks^.and made our boats 
lad to ihe fain^ banks, about ihalf a mile 
Above them. .The-Tutkifli tents had. a 
veayhandfome app^airance, fome being 
red, others green, and fome whit^. The 
army confifted of fix thoufaud horfe ; ^and 
the'Bafhaw had two armed veflels to at- 
tend him on the river; thefe were about 
1^0 tons burden each, and were built 
IDttC^ likcf the Grabs in the East^Indies, 

This 



This aniiy had been fent to puiiiti fomm 
rebellious Arabs in this ]^ghboucfaood» 
who had murdered the Sheik of Hilla, 
and feveral other officers under tiie Turkiih 
Goveminetit Our Sheik drefied himfeif 
and half a dozen of his ilaves in their beA 
clothes^ and paid a vifit to the Baihaw« 



SATURDAY, JULY %. 

We ftruck our tents at three o^dock 
this morning, and continued rowing and 
tracking ioceflantly till twel?e, . when we 
refied under fome willows till thre<{, the 
courfe of the riter winding from S. W^tdi 
Weft. We found an intolerable ftenoh 
from the Weftem banks, and were in** 
formed, that it proceeded from the bodies 
of fome Arab^ who had been put to death 
by the Turkifh army. We were alfo told, 
that many of the Chiefs of the rebellioiK 
Arabs had efcaped by flight on the ap^ 
proach of the army, leaving behind them 
their flocks, which were feized by order 

of 



tOWAttOS BK&X.AHD. 77 

tf ti)« BaAftW, and driven to Baodaa to 
hit fold* 

Wd Uftcked till half paft fix o'clock, 
wtti then pitelied pw teal^ on the w^em 
ftmlEsof the rivet* 



ftUNDAT, JVLY 9. 

.We fat out atfour o'clock)^ and oontt* 
nued rowing and tracking till twelve, 
when we remained an hour to kill a hul- 
lock.^ The courfe of the river winding 
frolii N» W. to N. N» E. we tracked tili 
tfaiee o'clock^ and fix>pped an hour to re* 
&tih; then tracked uptiie weflsni banks 
till half pafl fit. 

I took my gun, attended by an Aiab^ 
and went a^fhooting upwards of a mil^ 
fironn the banks of the river. I ftot feve*- 
ral kinds of birds^ particularly fame very 
fine partridges, which were nearly of the 
fisBQ of Engiifli pheafants* 



It 
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. It did not appear that this part had ever 
been cultivated; nor ,did I perceive any 
iigns of vegetation, except near the banks 
of the river, which are in general covered 
with a thick jungle of willows and iho'Uk&i 
The Arabs are frequently obliged to cut a 
paflage through the jungle, for their iheep 
and cattle to get to the river; and the 
banks are in many places fo fteep, that 
they are even obliged to cut them, and 
make a road to the vrater'sedge. 

At the upper end of a fmall ifland, 
near the middle of the river, we faw the 
wreck of a large dow, hull under water. 
She was loft there three weeks before, and 
was worth ten lacks of rupees, having on 
board four lacks of Spanifh dollars, and 
other fpecie, and being loaded with cop- 
per for BussoRA. The owners have a 
guard to watch her, and purpofe weighing 
her when the river is at the loweft, which 
is ufually about Chriftmas, 

Though the river is here at leaft two 
miles broad, two of the guards, who were 

ftationed 
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ftatiioned to watch the veffel, fwam acrof|^« 
In fwimming^ they greatly afsift them- 
felves by the ikin of a goat, blown like a 
bladder, which they keep under theii: 
bread, where, however, it is not faflened^ 
but only kept in its pofition by one hand, 
while they pufti forward with the otheif 
and their feet; and in this manner they 
can crofs the river almofl as foon as a boat. 
Their clothes, and fometimes their fire- 
arms, they faften on the top of the head, 
and carry them over perfedlly dry. Thefe 
men having informed us, that we ihould 
be much more comfortable on the oppofite 
banks, where there was very little jungle^ 
we crofled the river at nine o'clock. 



MONDAY, JULY 10. 

Before we fet out this morning, wc 
were vifited by fome Arabs from .the 
neighbouring encampments, which ex- 
tended, to the right and left, as far as the 
eye could reach, having with them innu- 
merable flocks of fheep and herds of cattle. 

We 



We were perfectly fafe among thcfc peopte^ 
and our Sheik informed us, that we became 
wholly out of danger as we approached 
nearer the feat of government. We fet 
tut at fun-rife, and paffed fcveral droves 
of camels grazing on the banks. The 
river ran very crooked till eleven o'clock, 
when we entered a tong reach lying N. E. 
and S. W. the ftream very rapid, and 
about a mile and a half bi:oad« 

I had here an opportunity of obferving 
the progrefs of the hot wintls, called by 
the natives Samiel, which fometimes prove 
very deftrud:ive, particularly at this fea- 
fon. They are moll dangei'ous between 
twelve and three o'clock, when the at- 
mofphere is at its greateft degree of heat. 
Their force entirely depends on the fur* 
face over which they pafs. If it be over 
a defert, where there is no vegetation, , 
they extend their dimenfions with amazing 
velocity, and then their progrefs is fome- 
times to windward. If over grafs, or any 
other vegetation, they foon diminifh, and 
lofe much of their force. If over water, 

they 
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they lofe all their elecSlrifcal fiife, and 
afcend; yet I have fometimes felt their 
efFedls acrofs the river where it was at 
leaft a mil^ broad. An inftance of this 
happened here. Mr. Sl'fi v£ns was bathihg 
in the river, having on a pair of Turkifk 
drawers. On his return from the waterj" 
there came a hot wind acrofs the river, 
which madd his drawers and himfelf per-' 
fe6lly dry in an inftant. Had fuch a cir- 
cumftance been^related to him by another 
perfon, he declared, he could not have 
believed it. I was prefent, and felt the 
force of the hot wind ; but ihould other- 
wife have been as incredulous as Mn 
Stevens. 

Captain Reid, who had often been my 
companion in fhooting (an amufement of 
which he was equally fond as myfelf), 
having T^een unwell, I had been "^deprived 
of his company for above a week paft ; 
and he now became fo much overpowered 
by the cxcefsive heat, as to be fcarcely 
able to walk. The heat "being alfo too 
much for our rowers, at noon we made 

G our 
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6\xr boats fad to the eaftem banks of the 
river, where our people relied under the 
fhade of fome willows for two hours. 

Going tlirough the jungle to the edge 
of the Defert, I faw fome partridges at a 
little diftance, and was tempted to try if 
I could get a ihot; but having only my 
flippers on, I found great inconvenience 
from the excjefsive heat of tlie Defert, and 
was glad to get back again to the river; 
for, though my feet were not bliftered, 
yet tht Ikin fooh after peeled off the foles. 
Hitherto I had always worn a pair of ftrong 
boots, which I found extremely conve- 
nient both with refpe6t to the heat, and 
as a fafeguard from the reptiles and vene- 
mous infedb, which in fome places were 
very numerous; and I was particularly 
careful never to go out again, fo lightly 
equipped. 

At two o'clock we refumed our voyage, 
atid continued tracking up the eaftera 
banks of the river till half paft iix. 

My 
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My feet being very tender from what I 
had fuffered at noen^ and an impenetra- 
ble jungle lying behind tis, in which 
our people faid there were many lions, I 
contented myfelf with Ihooting pigeons 
by the river fide near the boats, whither 
they' came in great Uiumbers to drink at 



irtyESOAY, JULY !L 

We fet out again at half paft four 
o'clock, and tracked up the eaftern 
banks, the courfe of the river winding 
very much^ and bearing from N. E. to 
Weft* At noon we crofled^ aad tracked 
up the weftern banks, till the evening, 
when we rccrofled, and pitched our tents 
near an extenfive Arab encampment, 
where the river was 3J>ove a mile broad. 
Our Sheik, not being under any appre- 
henfioo from the jaeighbouring Arabs, 
Jay down mear our tents, and took his re* 
i;ular fleep. 

G 2 Captain 
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Captain Reid was now become exceed- 
ingly ill, and, asitfeemed, mufl: inevitably 
periih without fome medical afsiftance. 
He was much troubled with bile, and had 
a liver complaint. I had brought fome 
medicines with me from India, made up 
by our furgeon, and wifhed to give Cap- 
tain Reid an emetic to take off the bile ; 
but on examining my drugs, though 
clofely packed in a tin cafe, I found the 
whole entirdy fpoiled, having got wet 
\vhen the ihip was ftranded on the ifland 
of Carrick. 

In this neighbourhood were many pe- 
licans, by far the largeft birds that fly. I 
often Ihot at them, but was never able to 
take one. 



WEDNESDAY, JULY 12. 

We fet out this morning at four o'clock, 
a:iid continued tracking till two; then 
flopped till three to refrefh. The river 
winding as before from N* E. to Weft, 

with 
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With ftiort reaches, we met feveral Kiraffes 
laden with refrefliments for the Turkifh 
army, the cargo of one of them confiding 
entirely of water melons. 

We continued, tracking till half paft 
iix o'clock, having been interrupted fome 
time by a difpute among our boatmen, 
who fought up to the middle in water, 
fome with fpears, others with tolwas. 
Several fpears were broken, but no live$ 
loft. Our Sheik remained a quiet fpec- 
tator of the affray, the quarrel being en- 
tirely among the boatmen, and none of 
his people being concerned in it. 

We made our boats fall to the eaftern 
banks of the river, and pitched our tents 
jxear the ruins ^f the ancient city of 
Ctesiphon. 



THURSDAY, JULY IS, 

Departing this morning at half paft 

four, we X tracked up the eaftern banks, 

6 3 and 
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ahd often obferved, that in many parts 
the current fetting againft them had worn 
them away confiderably, Thp banks 
being near ten feet perpendicular above 
the Airfacp of the water, we faw the 
foundations of feveral ancient buildings, 
which were chiefly of brick, and fo 
iftrongly cemented together as often to 
overhang the water. Here were alfp vifi- 
]ble a great many earthen jars; fome half 
cxpofed, others ready to fall into the river; 
and fome of them wefe pf Angular con- 
IftrucSlion, 

The river here takes a circuit to the 
fouthward for about ten mi}es, and leave? 
only a narrow neck of land, pn which 
are ftill (landing many lofty walls and 
towers, being fragments pf ancient 
Ctesiphon. 

We piet with feveral ftout veflels, fopie 
upward? df tvs^o hundred tons burden^ 
Jaden with fire- wood, and bound to Bag- 
dad. They appeared to me of fuch a 
fingular conftruiftion, and fo ill acjapted 
3 for 
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for. <Ji€ p^rpofc, that I WM induced to 
take a {ketch of one of them« 

The rudder is compofed of a great 
qudfttityjefi rough timbers very aukwardl^ 
put together^ and is guided by a tilten 
They are built of very coarfe materialst 
dind covered with a thick coat of bitumem 
The lofty head is generally ornamented 
with a variety of (hells fiuck into the bi^ 
tiimen. They form altogether a very un-^ 
csauth fpecimen of naval architecture, and 
gsquire ' twrenty^ and fometimes thirty 
trackers ; but when the wind blows firong, 
even thejy are not able to move them. 

,• On. njy enquiring the reafon why they 
iaxade ufe of veiTels fo ill adapted to thn 
purpofe^ that a man with a very flight 
knowledge of naval architefture might 
ildon idifcover their inconveniences, and 
idbferving, thata veffcl built upon a plan 
Similar to opr ware barges would carry as 
«kuch targo, draw lefs water, and might 
be worked with one*third of the men ; the 
1 i: . .. ' G 4 anfwer 
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anfwer I received convinced me of the 
ganger and inutility of attempting any in* 
novation among thefe people. I was told, 
that the children invariably continued to 
follow the trade of their fore*fatfeers ; thus 
the fons of a carpenter are all carpenters, 
&c.; that their fore-fathers had always 
built veflels upon the fame plan, and that 
it would be recRoned very prophane in 
them to deviate from the cuftom of their 
anceftors. "j^his completely folves the 
problem, and ihews to what a length fu- 
perftition and prejudice is carried among 
them. 

Thefe people have continued from the 
earlieft period to fpeak the fame language, 
wear the fame kind of drefs, and eat and 
drink in the fame manner. Their mode 
oT warfare is ftill the fame ; and fcarcely 
•the flighteft deviation has taken place in 
their manners and cuftoms, prejudices and 
pafsions ; though almoft every other na- 
tion has undergone a thorough revolution 
within a few centuries. 

Should 
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Should a man here, convinced of a 
defedt in any branch of trade, offer to 
adopt an improvement, complaint would 
foon be made to the Mufti, and the artifi: - 
probably pay for his temerity with his 
life. 

At fun-fet we paffed J aver, on the 
weftern banks of the river. Though but 
a fmall town, it is much celebrated on 
account of a very beautiful moique that 
ftands in it. At nine o'clock we croffed 
the mouth of a large river running frpm 
the North, called by the Arabs Shat-el- 
Deaal, and at half paft nine made our 
boats fad to the eaftern banks of the river, 
which were here upwards of twelve feet 
above the furface of the water. They 
.were likewife fo fteep that we could 
fcarcely afcend them; and we found the 
top of them fo rough with fmall ftirubs, 
that we were obliged to clear a place be- 
fore we could lie down. Among thefe 
ihrubs,' however, were many of delightful 
fragrance^ 

FKIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, JULY 14. 

We fet out this morning at two o'clock, 
and continued tracking till two in the 
afternoon, when we reached Bagdad. 
The riyer was very crooked, being nearly 
Tound the compafs, yet from the place 
where we fet out in the morning was only 
three hours walk by land. 

We arrived at the houfe of Mr. J. L. 
Henaud (an agent to Mr. Manesty, of 
Bussora), which was very conveHiently 
Situated adjacent to the river. 

An Engliihman ha$ at Bagdad a 
^ivilege which is not granted to the peo- 
ple of any otlier nation. Whatever bag- 
gage he may have with him, ipllead of 
being taken to the Cuftqm-houfe, is al-p 
lowed to be carried to the place where he 
is going to refide, and rni officer of the 
cuftoms is fent thither to examine it. 

This 
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This privilege was obtained by the feli- 
citation of Mr. Manesty in favour of his 
countrymen, and will at all times be ad-f 
vantageous to the intereft as well ay the 
Cjonvenience of a traveller* 

Bagdad is feated on t)ie eaftern banks 
of the Tigris. It is a large and populous 
city, extending along the banks of the 
river about three miles; and the length of 
the walls from the river being about two 
miles, gives it the form of an oblong 
fquare. The houfes, though very inferior 
to the European, are much better buiit 
than thofe of Bussora, but nearly in the 
fame ftile. 

Many of the public-buildings, fuch as 
mofques, minarets, and hummums, are 
ponfl:ru6led of hewn ilpne, and make ^ 
yery handfome appearance. Here is alfq 
an extenfiye Bazar, which is well fupplied 
with ^^riety of articles ; but the prices in 
genef^l a|re much higher than at Bussora. 

no 



92 A JOURNEY PROM INDIA^ 

The Armenians are the principal mer- 
chants here; the manufadtories carried on 
are few, and thofe confined to articles for 
immediate ufe, as fhoes, boots^ clothes, 
fadlery, and culinary utenfils. 

« 
The Armenians at Mosul fend great 

quantities of copper down, the Tigris to 

Bagdad upon rafts of timber fattened to? 

gethen On their arrival the rafts are fold, 

wood being very fcarce here. . The copper 

is afterwards fhipped for Bussora on-board 

large dows, which are ufually abput fix 

months in performing the voyage thither 

and back again* The copper is in fmall 

round cakes about fix inches broad, an^ 

nearly two inches thick in the middle, 

but gradually floping to the edges* It is 

of a quality nearly the fame as Englifli 

battery cake copper. 

This trade, which has not long been 
carried on, isfaftincreafing to a very great 
extent; for fometimes ftiips fail from Bus- 
sora laden alnioft entirely with copper; 

and 
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and I am perfuaded that it will in tinie 
prove prejudicial to the Englifli manufac- 
tories. Labour being much clieai>er in 
thefe countries than in^EuROPE, they are 
enabled to carry it to a market at a much 
J cheaper rate ; and this makes it very pro- 
fitable to thofe at prefent concerned in it. 

. Though Bagdad Is much better built 
than any other city in this part of the 
world, it Is ftill very inferior to many 
cities in Europe. Every houfe wears the 
appearance of a prifon, as defcribed in 
BussoRA, but compofed of better mate- 
rials; they are in general of brick, and the 
timbers very good, being thofe which are 
floated down the Tigris. 

The ftreets are very narrow and duftyv 
I had near half a mile to go every night 
to fleep, and ufually fet out about eleven 
o'clock, always taking a Turkifh fervant 
with a lanthern, as it would have been 
Very . dangerous to walk at fuch a time 
without a light. Scorpions, tarantulasi 
and other noxious infeds, were very nu^ 
,1 merous. 
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merous. Of the former I have freqiiently 
killed four or live in a night ; they are of 
the large black kind> and their flings often 
prove mortaL 

All perfons at this feafon of the year 
deep on the tops of their houfes ; and I 
have often been entertained by feeing the 
people run off with their clothes in their 
hands at fun-rife ; for as foon as it has rifen 
above the horizon it becomes excefsively 
hot. I foon learned, however, that even 
looking over our own parapet-wall was a 
deed of danger; for that the Turks would 
not hefitate a moment to ftioot at any per* 
fyn whom they might difcover overlooking 
their houfes. The houfe where I ileptwas 
near the middle of the city, and very 
lofty J none being higher in the city, ex- 
cept the minarets, the feraglio, and a few 
houfes beiongi n^to the minifters and prin* 
cipaJ officers. 

Here are na^^^rfcranes, much larger and 
very different ■jk any that we have ia 
KvRopfi, TiiJ^^ild their nefts upon the 

tops 




M 
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to^ of the minarets and the loftieft 
houfes, where they are never moleiled, 
and are in confequence very tame. I have 
often been within two yards of their ncfts 
without exciting in them any fear. 

As there are no canals to water the city, 
many poor people are conftantly employed 
in carrying water from the river in fkins* 
Some take it on their backs, while othorsh 
have afTes and mules. 

Without the walls, to the weft ward, is 
entirely defert, not l^iaving the leaft traces 
of vegetation, except on the banks of the 
river. Behind the city, to the northward, 
the fame barrennefs prevails; there is no 
water nor any cultiv^ttion. To the eaft-: 
ward, along the banks of the river, there 
are excellent gardens, which extend about 
four miles ; and a great many houfes filled 

with inhabitants ftand without the walls. 

« 

The city, however, is chiefly fupplied 
with fruits and vegetables from the oppo- 

fite 
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fite fide of the river, where there is. much 
cultivation. 

The Bafhaw and fome of the principal 
people have country feats in this neigh- 
bourhood. This was the fcite of ancient 
Seleucia, built by Seleucies, one of 
Alexander's generals, who fucceeded 
to the government of this part of the 
country ; and feveral of his coins are ftill 
to be met with in BAGDAii. The gold 
coin is worth about two guineas; it bears 
as ftrong an imprefsion of the head as the 
ancient Roman coins, but has a long 
beard. 

A litde farther, towards Hilla, are 
ftill to be feen fome ruins of ancient Ba- 
bylon. 

During my ftay at Bagdad the Turkifh 
anny, confifting of fix thoufand horfe, 
returned from their encampment on the 
banks of thd Tigris; and their crofsing 
the river over a bridge of boats at the 

upper 
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Tapper end of the city at fun-rife in j^egti** 
lar procefsion, had a- very pretty appear-^ 
ance. The day before their arrival they 
fent to Bagdad as many flieep and cattle 
as fold for a lack and a half of plafters* 
Thefe were the flocks that belonged to the 
rebellious Arabs* 

Bacdad at prefetit is fuppofed to Con* 
tain more treafure than any city of equal 
(ize in the world; and the immelife quan-* 
tity of fpecie and bullion found in the 
coffers of the late Kya (or Prime Minifter) 
of Bagdad feems to warrant fuch a con-* 
je<3:ure» He was murdered a few months 
ago by confpirators employed againft him 
by the prefent Kya ; and when the Bafhaw 
feized on his property, an exa<^ account 
was taken of his treafure, which amounted 
in value to upwards of 3,000,0001. fterling. 

The following ftory is related of the 
hte Kya by the merchants ; and many of 
them, much to their forrow, are enabled 
to vouch for the truth of it: it alfo proves 
to what a length many of the Turkiih 
H Minifters 
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Minifters and Baihavvs carry their tyranny 
and opprefsion. He was a man (fay they) 
of fuperior abilities, had the confidence of 
the Bafhaw,. and kept a moft ftrift watch 
over the conduct of all officers, civil and 
military; hence it was, that fo many of 
them readily joined in the confpiracy. 
He was withal very avaricious, and in- 
vented many lingular methods bf adding 
to his treafure; among others, the follow- 
ing proved very productive : he always 
kept fpies over the merchants in the Ba- 
zar; and when he heard, of any difpute 
among them, he would firft fend for one 
of the parties, queftion him refpe<5ling the 
matter in difpUte, and, under a plea of 
the government being in \yant of money, 
enquire how much he would give to' gain 
his caufe. The fum was ufually in pro- 
portion to the wealth of the complainant, 
and the animofity between the parties; 
fometimes fo much as four or five thoufand 
pJAfters* He would then fet this man 
^fide, iend for the other party, and ex- 
amine -him refpe<5ling the quarrel, and as 
to the fum that he would give to gain his 

caufe. 



caufe. This done^ he would confront the 
two parties, and decide in favour of him 
who had given tlie greater fum, returning 
the other his money, with fome harih cen- 
fures of his condud. At length this prac* 
tice of the Kya was attended with a very 
good efFe<ft. The merchants found them* 
felvcs fo egregioufly fooled and fleeced, 
that whenever any difpute occurred, they 
were very glad to fettle it amicably among 
themfelves, taking all pofslble care to pre- 
vent its reaching the ears of the Kya. 

The prefent Kya can neither read nor 
write. He was originally a Georgian flave 
boy, and > brought up in the Haram ; but 
was afterwards raifed to an inferior office 
on the military eftablifliment. Having 
heard that the Baihaw's daughter wifhed 
to marry him, he gained over fome of the 
military and civil officers, and caufed the 
Kya to be murdered-one evening as he was 
returning from the Seraglio. When the 
Bafhaw heard of it he immediately fled for 
protection into the Haram, where he con- 
H 2 cealed 
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cealed himfelf till he was informed that 
no injury was intended towards him* 

There was a confiderable commotioln in 
the city for a few days^ which, however, 
was foon fettled by orders being ifllied, 
that whoever was found in arms in tlie 
ftreets fliould immediately be put to death. 
The prefent Kya was foon after appointed 
to fucceed, and married to the B^ihaw's 
daughter* 

When it became neceflary to tranfmit 
an account of the affair to Constanti- 
i^oPLE, it was ftated, that the late Mi- 
nilter had intended to poifon the Bafhaw, 
which was the caufe of his being put to 
death. 

I have often feen the prefent Kya; Le 
does hot appear to be thirty years of age, 
is comely, and has a very graceful figure ; 
but in all probability he will not continue 
long in office ; the lives of princes, in this 
country are extremely precarious, perhaps 

more 
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more fo than in any other country in the 
univerfe, as no lefs than feven have been 
aflafsinated within the lad twelve months. 

The laft of thefe wa^ the celebrated 
Sheik TwYNEY, who wa« flain, while afleep 
in Ijis tent, by a flave belonging to the 
Waaby. This happened only a week ago; 
the' news arrived foon after we canie to 
Bagdad^ and has very much alarmed the 
government, becaufe much confidence 
was placed in the fuperior abilities of the^ 
Sheik, and he was fully relied upon to 
dieck the progrefs of the Waaby, who 
immediately after attacked aild defeated - 
the Turkifh army, and it was apprehended 
that he would reach Bussora,- 

Few Europeans tranfadl a,ny bufinefs at 
Bagdad, or keep any Gonfuls there. The 
English have no Conful, but their bufinefs 
is nianaged by an Armenian named Coja 
Makell, a very refpe6lable man. I had 
letters to an6ther Armenian merchant 
named CoJa Stephon Babeck, a very^ 
worthy man^ who fpeaks tolerably good 
H 3 Englifli, 
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Englifh, and, I believe, is the only red* 
dent in the whole city that underdands 
a wolrd of it. 

The French at prefent have here a 
Conful named Rousseau, who is a rela- 
tion of the famous writer Jean Jaques. 
They do not, however, carry on much 
buHnefs here, having at prefent no coiP" 
munication with Inj)ia. The French, 
during the prefent war, have often at- 
tempted to fend difpa^ches to India by 
way of BussoRA and Muscat, but thef? 
h^ve always been intercepted by the vigi- 
lance of the Eaft- India Company's Refir 
dent at B^ssora. Here are feveral 
Frenchmen, who appear to have very little 
employment; many offered me their fcr- 
vices as interpreters apd companions to 
Constantinople; but I refufed their 
proffers, as fervants are Jit all times, and 
particularly 'on fuch a journey, a very 
great incumbrance; and I would never 
recommend a perfon who travels to em- 
ploy any other than the people of the 
country he.may be in, 

The 



TOWAUDS ENGLAND. 105 

The following circumftance ferv.es to 
ihew in what refpedt the Englifti are held 
here : 

Mr. Renaud, though only a clerk to 
Mr. Manesty, about five o'clock one 
afternoon waited on the Bafhaw for a 
firmaun for me. As he was pafsing near 
the Seraglio^ he heard fome men crying 
out moft lamentably. On enquiry he was 
informed, that they were to receive two 
hundred lafhes each, a punifhment almoft 
equal to death. He delired the people to 
defiii, as he could not bear to hear the 
men's fhrieks, (wha by the bye had only 
received five or fix (Irokcs on the foles of 
their feet) and he. would intercede with 
the Bafliaw to mitigate their punifliment. 
On his mentioning this affair to the 
Bafhaw, the latter replied, that for his 
fake he would not only releafe them, but 
would fend them to his houfe, where they 
iliould be entirely at his difpofal. 

As foon as Mr. Rejjaud returned, he 

told us the circumflance. About nine 

H 4 o'clock 
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o'clock the fame evening, while we were 
at fupper on the top of the houfe, the 
two men, both Arabs, were brought up 
to us, ftill uncertain of their deftiny. Mr, 
Renaud, who fpeaks the Arabic as flu- 
ently as Engliih, told them that he had 
prevailed with the Baihaw to releafe them, 
and they were now at full liberty to go 
where they pleafed. It is impofsible to 
give the reader an adequate idea of the 
alteration in the poor men's countenances 
when they heard this. They fell on their 
knees, and prayed to God and the Prophet; 
to prote6t their deliverer. 

Captain Rkid being now exceedingly 
ill, and there not being the leaft profpe6l 
of his recovery, my other companions 
beiflg alfo unwell, I began to prepare for 
my departure j Mr. Renaud having ob-* 
tainedmy paffport, orfirmaun, under the 
Baftiaw's feal^ and having alfo engaged. a 
Tatar, nagaed SjAO Ahmep Aqa, to at- 
tend roe, 

Tha 
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. The Mookadar (or keeper of the feaky 
paid us a viiit, which was confidered as a 
very great honour. He gave dirc6lions to 
the Tatar in-myprefeuce to be attentive, 
to the prefervation of my perfon and pro* 
perty^ for that otherA\^ife hb fliould forfeit 
his h^adJ I had how for the firft time an*' 
opportunity of obferving the ceremony of 
perfuming, &c. which is ufually p^id to 
men of confequence. But the Mookiadar 
was an exception to' one very general cuf»* 
torn ampngft the Turks,' as he did. not*, 
fmoke tobacco. On his taking leave he 
was complimented* with an elegant white' 
muffin turban and cumberbahd, the*arti-' 
cjes moft commonly prefented oa vifiti<>f' 
ceremonyt 

•' My Tatar drefs being ready, as well "as? 
the trappings of my horfe, I began to pre-* 
pare for my departure from Bagdad. 
Though I was to travel under the title of 
Conful^ yet it was neceflary to wear the 
Tat^fr drefs, to avoid being infulted by th^ 
populace, as is always the cafe when they* 
^ifcbver an European, whom they call* 
I - Fringui* 
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Fringui. I had alfo my head fliaved, 
which I found to be of great fervice, as it 
kept me cool, and was moie convenient to 
me in wearing the Tatar dreis* 

I had entered into a written agreement 
with' my Tatar to give him eight hundred 
piafters ; five hundred to be paid in ready 
money at Bagdad before my departure, 
and the remaining tliree hundred on my 
fafe arrival at Constantinople ; and be 
engaged not to take any other pailengers 
or merchandize under his care. I took 
bills from Bagdad on CoNSTANTiNaPLE 
both for my Tatar's three hundred piafters^ 
and the money I had provided for the re- 
mainder of my journey. I had alfo let-, 
ters of credit on Constantinople from 
Mr, Mane^ty, in cafe I ftlwldhave oc* 
cafion for more money. 

My drefs confifted of a yellow cap about 
a foot high J broad at top and almoft flat, but 
becoming gradually narrower till it fitted 
the head. The lower part of the cap was 
covered all round with black lamWkin 
5 about 
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^aut four inches.cleep,.the iniide lined; 
a^ad quilted, and in theupper part fluffed 
with wool extreinely tight. Being thus' 
calculated to refift any weapon, it is- an* 
excellent fafeguard to tlie head. This 
capj which being very heavyi feels un- 
pleafantly at firft, is calleda Culpack, and 
is only worn by the Tatars. ; My other ar- 
tocles of apparel were, -a brown, cloth coat 
tf imnted with a br6ad black . filk ; bind ing,; 
wrapping quite round the body with fliort 
wide fleeves,. and hanging down to the 
<jalf of the leg; blue Turkifh trowfers 
trimmed with black filk binding, made 
very wide, but buttoning tight round the 
lipall t)f the leg; and ftrong red boots to 
puU over the trowfers as high as the calf 
of the leg. The under-drefs is a Turkifti 
gown^ with lopg fleeves buttojping clofe 
round the wrift ; and a ihirt without a 
collar. Turks of all defcriptions. have the 
i^h .entirely bare. The Tatars wear 
drawers; but I wore a pair of ftrong leather 
bje^clies under my trowfei's, which I found 
of very great fervice. A cumberband 

about 
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about fix yards long was tied very tightly 
round my waift, and in this I hung a 
brace of piftols, befide havipg a large 
Turkifh fabfe faflened round my middle 
with a belt.' My European clothes, and 
whatever I had not immediate occafion for, 
I had packed up in wax cloth ; fhirts, 
ilockings, and other nece/Taries that I 
Ihould have occafion for on the journey, I 
had put into a leather-pouch, which was 
faflened behind the faddle. 
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Being with my Tatar completely 
equipped, at five o'clock our horfes were 
brought, and I took leave of my compa- 
nions. Captain Rejd was reduced almoft 
to a fhadow by the excefsive heat of the 
climate: he had been my companion in 
many agreeable excurfions, and I could 
fcarcely refrain from tears on thus taking 
leave of him, without the finalleft hope 
of ever feeing him again. 

We 
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We rode near a mile through the Bazar, 
where the merchants, having been ap* 
prized when I Ihould go» were waiting 
with their letters. My Tatar took, I am 
fure, upwards. of two hundred under his 
charge, this being the only method they 
have • o£ forwarding letters from one city 
to another.. The merchants and Tatars 
are, therefore, always upon very good 
terms; and the office of Tatar, as it is of 
the greateft truft, is alfo very profitable; 
for, befide their other emoluments, they 
receive coniiderable prefents from the mer- 
chants. The letters are not any great' in- 
convenience to them, giving no farther 
trouble than the mere carriage ; for when 
a Tatar arrives at any confidetable city^ 
the merchants immiediately go to theConaO 
for their letters. 

Near the weftern gate of the city a 
caravan was preparing to fet out, feveral 
hundred camels being already loaded. 

As foon as we were without the gates 
we fet off at a brilk trot, the firft part of 

our 
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our road being a perfect defert, witliout 
the leaft appearance of vegetation. Havin|f 
ridden about four miles, we overtook the 
Tatar's fervant with three horfes, the one 
on which he rode had my European 
clothes, a few neceffaries belonging to the 
Tatar, and a couple of leathern bottles 
with water. The fecond horfe had only a 
cloth on him and a bridle; being brought 
as a referve, in cafe of any accident hap- 
pening to the other horfes. The third was 
laden with two bales of merchandize, a 
thing exprefly againft our agreement. I 
had a<5lually deprived myfelf of many ne- 
ceflaries that I might not be encuml>ered ; 
an^ now finding that my Tatar had de- 
ceived me, I thought of returning to 
Bagdad, and charging him with his 
breach of contra6t:. Reproaching him for 
his condu6l, I threatened to return, which 
alarmed him very much, as fuch a ftep 
would in all probability have ruined him; 
He folemnly affured me, that he ihould 
only take them to Mosul. 

Though, 
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Though much difconcerted by this con* 
dudi in my Tatar, yet having already paid 
him five hundred piafters, I thought it 
better to proceed, even though I might be 
detained a few days. The Tatar then pro- 
miiing t6 make as much haile as pofsible, 
.we continued our journey, and about nine 
miles from Bagdad arrived at the banks 
of a brapch of the Tigris. The road was 
here very rough, and full of ftunted 
Ihrubs. We foon left the river, and at 
ten o'clock pafled through the town of 
Yankja. In the vicinity were feveral 
flocks of iheep, watched by fhepherds for 
-fear of the jackalls, which were very nu« 
merous, and made a moil hideous noife. 
On crofsing a plain weft ward of Yankja, 
though between ten and eleven o'clock at 
sight, I felt itluch inconvenience from a 
hot and fulphurcous wind. I tied a hand« 
kerchief over my mouth and nofe till it 
paifed us, and my Tatar did the fame; 
but I began to apprehend fome danger- 
As thofe winds were fo ftrong even in the 
night, what havpck might they not make 
when the fun was at its height, and* the 

earth 
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earth at its greateft heat ! We continued 
our journey at tlie rate of about five miles 
an hour till eleven o*clock, when we ar-» 
lived at a town called Doucolla, where 
we flept in the open air on a quilt and a 
pillow, with all our clothes on* This place 
and Yankja are both fmall ftraggling 
towns, every houfe being furrounded by a 
feparate mud walL 
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We fet out this morning at half paft 
four o'clock, and were foon joined by a 
Turk with a fervant and three, horfes. , 
We paffed through feveral villages, and 
faw many very fine fields of corn, with 
great quantities of game. Small cuts that 
led from a large canal fupplied the country* 
with water, and made it very rich j the 
bridges over thefe cuts were narrow, and 
fbmetimes dangerous for the horfes to pafs, 
being only a few flicks laid [acrofs, and 
Icovered with clay. 

The 



The Turk, to (hew his d^terity, went 
on full gallop over one of thofe bridges; 
but his horfe fell down, and threw him to 
a conliderable diilance. 

We continued our route at the rate ol^ 
four miles an hour till half paft fix o'clock, 
when we arrived at a donac in a fmall 
village^ called Hope* Here I bieakfafted 
on eggs and milk, and went to fleep under' 
the fhade of fome trees near the canah 
A very fine ftream of cileat Water ran 
through the village, in which were large 
quantities of turtle. 

"We fpt out again at half paft four 
o'clock, galloped for fome time over aft 
open defert country, and at feven ar- 
rived at a fmall town^ furrounded by a 
mud wall, called MassabbaS^ near the 
banks of the river Deaal, In this neigh- 
bourhood were the remains of fome mili- 
tary entrenchments. We faw alfo feveral 
wild hogs, fome of which were very large. 
They came out to feed at fun-fet, and one 
cf extraordinary fize drew near us, and 

I did 
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did not appear alarmed. Being very well 
mounted, I rode full gallop towards him 
wlih my fabre in my hand, exp66ling the 
creature would have run away; but I was 
foon deceived ; for when I came near him, 
he put himfelf in a pofture of defence, 
prefenting one fide, and inclining his head 
towards me. I thought it prudent to 
make a precipitate retreat, and am of 
opinion that had I attacked him he would 
have deftroyed both my felf and horfe ; fpr, 
though I had both a fabre and pifiols, I do 
not imagine that I could have made any 
imprefsion on fuch a monftrous animal. 

We now rode at the rate of five miles an 
hour, crofled the river Dea al over a (lone 
bridge which had two very lofty ftone 
pillars at one end, and at half pafl nine 
o'clock arrived at a village called Chi/- 
BUCCAN, where we flept on the bare 
jg^round in the open air. 



SATURDAY, 
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SATURDAY, JULY 22. 

At half pad one o'clock, as we were 
remounting, a large party of Arabs on 
horfeback entered the village. We pur- 
fued our journey at the rate of four miles 
an hour, and at four o'clock again crofled 
the river Deaal over a ftone bridge at a 
village called Deaal-abbas. Before day- 
break we met feveral parties of Arabs on 
horfeback between Chubuccan and this 
place ; but they did not moleft us, and we 
very feldom flopped to fpeak to them, 
only giving the cuftomary falutation as we 
pafled. Here 1 procured bread and new 
milk, on which I made a very comfortable 
breakfaft. We mounted again at half paft 
four, and, turning due Eaft, pajfled through 
a well cultivated country along the banks 
of the river Deaal till fix o'clock, when 
we arrived at Adanaque. 

This town is fituated at the foot of a 

range of mountains, running Eaft %d 

12 WefH: 
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Weft, and is well watered by fome clear 
rivulets that run from the mountains. 
Though here is plenty of ftone, yet all the 
houfes are built with clay, and are only 
one ftory high. In this place cranes are 
fo abundant, that there is fcarcely a houfef 
which has not feveral nefts upon it. They 
are very tame, and the inhabitants never 
moleft them. When any thing difturb^ 
theffe birds, they make a violent clatter 
with their long beaks, which is fomctimes 
repeated by the others all over the town; 
and this noife will fometimes continue for 
feveral minutes. -It is as loud as a watch-r 
man's rattle, and not much unlike it in 
found. 

From Adanaque we fet out on frefli 
horfes at half part four o'clock, and af- 
cended the mountains by very narrow 
pafles. Some were cut through the folid 
Tock, giving room only for one horfe to 
pafs at a time. On the top of one of thefe 
niountains fome Arabs were encamped, 
who exa6led a few piafters from my Tatar. 
There were indeed only half a dozen of 

them. 
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them, but they were all well armed ; and 
I obferved them getting their matchlocks 
ready, in cafe my Tatar had refufed tq 
comply with their derUfinds. It require^ 
forme time for a man to prepare a match* 
lock, as he has to ftrike a light. They are 
very certain at a fteady mark, but otlier- 
wife cannot be depended upon* They are 
chiefly rifle-barrels, and the Arabs are near 
a quarter of an hour in charging them. 

After crofsing thefe mountains we en« 
tered an exteniive vale, through which a 
confiderable river runs from Weft to Eaft, 
called by the natives Shat-el-Narin. 
There were feveral Arabs with their flocks 
on the banks of the river, which we croflfeil 
at fun-fet Though a confiderable body 
of water, it is a fine clear ftream ; but has 
no bridge over it near this place. 

About the banks of this river were fe- 
veral very curious animals, a fpecies of the 
Jerboa as defcribed by Buffon. They 
burrow like rabbits, feem very tame, and 
jrup very faft upon their hind legs. The 

I 3 tail 
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tail .is extremely lopg in proportion to 
*the body, and has a large white tuft at 
the end. When fitting on the ground 
they have much the appearance of rats, 
but are about twice the fize, and of a 
muhc lighter colour. 

We continued our journey, travelling at 
the rate of about three miles an hour, and 
at ten o'clock arrived at a town called 
Karatap A. Here my Tatar difmifled the 
fervant he brought from Bagdad, after 
giving him a fevere horfe-whipping. At 
eleven we fet out again on frefti horfes, 
the Turk and his fervant ftill accompany- 
ing us. 



SUNDAY, JULY 23. 

After we left Karatapa, though the; 
road was often very rugged, and we had 
fometimes difficulty enough to difcern 
any track, we rode full gallop the greater 
part of the way. One fervant ufually 
leads 6ne or two horfes, and thofe are 
2 whipped 
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whipped by the Tatar or other- fervSnts 
who follow. One of the fervants rode up 
to whip my horfe ; but, being as well 
mounted asapy of the party, I thought 
myfelf able to ride as well as they. It 
aifo appeared to me fomewhat difgraceful 
to fuffer my horfe to be whipped by another 
perfpn; and on one of the fervants ftriking 
my bead, I turned round and laftied him. 
This was a broad hint, to be fure ; but it 
had the defired efFe6l; for they never 
offered to whip my horfe afterwards. 

Travelling ftill on full gallop, we pafled 
more of thofe encampments where the 
Arabs are ftationed to exact money. As 
the night was very dark, no nioon being 
vifible, and the roads exceedingly rough, 
there was fc»cely a horfe among the party 
but had one or more falls, though thofe 
cattle are in general very fure-footed. 

We arrived at Kuppree at half paft two 
o'clock, after crofsing the river JJarin 
over a ftone bridge. 

14 At 
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At four o'clock we fet out again on 
frdh borfes, a|id p^fled over a very barreii 
country, not meeting with a iUigle habU 
lation. We continued alopg the bafes of 
a chain of hills on our right, running Eaft 
and Weil, and, tlioqgh galloping all the 
way, mi^t with no accident, th|^ toad 
being in general very good* Some of eur 
horfes, however, were fo much tired, that 
we were obliged to leave them behind| 
and mount the led horfes which are al- 
ways kept in referve. At half paft fi^ 
p'clock we arrived at a town callpd Tus- 
poMART££^ where we reiiedf 

TuscoMARTEE is vcry pleafantly fitu- 
ated to the North, at the foot of fome 
bills, and is ivell watered by fevcfal clear 
fireams that flow from tbem. It com- 
mands a very fine profpe6t over an extent 
five vale to the South ; in which it ibould 
feem that in winter there is a great deal of 
grafs, if we might judg^e from the long 
brown tufts that ftill remained. The fun 
is fo very powerful at this fcafon as to de- 
|lroy all vegetation, except near the rivulets 

(hat 
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that flow from the mountains^ where we 
find numerous flocks of iheep and herds 
of cattle, Thefe, however, the ihepherds 
are always obliged to drive to the town in 
the evening, on account of the wild bead?* 
Though we had a view over this vale for 
near fifteen or twenty miles, I could not 
liifcover a fingle habitation. 

Our far6 at the Conacs was tolerable, 
»nd the people were very attentive. Ih^ 
{}eed, if any of the fervants, or even the 
inaiters <)f the Conacs, had negle6led their 
4uty, my Tatar would not have failed to 
give them a good horfe- whipping. 

Their muttop is very fine, as is their 
poultry slfo. Their kids too are very good ; 
Iwt they drefe theiy victuals too much for 
4fi Englifhman^ and eat cTctravagantly of 
the fat Their bread is moftly in thin 
cakes^ and tolerably gpod. My diet here 
was chiefly brea,d and milk. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon we left 
TusCoMARTE^; and, galloping the whole 

of 
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of the way over a barren country, arrived 
at half pad fix at a town called Taook. 

Taook is fituated on the North of the 
fame extenfive vale, which is about twenty 
miles over, and has a chain of mountains 
on each fide, running Eaft and Weft. 

We fet out from Taook at half paft 
eight o'clock, and, after riding about four 
miles, arrived at a town calledTEPELLEE 
in the fame vale, watered . by feveral 
ftrcams flowing from the mountains on the 
North. We did not flop at Tepellee, 
but continued our journey, riding at about 
four miles an hour, the roads being very 
rough, and fometimes intricate. 

In the nights, which were now very 
dark, I could not but think that going full 
gallop over fuch rough ground muft be 
attended with fome danger; and I there- 
fore checked my Tatar; but white the 
day-light continued permitted him to go 
as faft as he chofe. 

The 
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The Tatars are excellent riders, being 
the greater part of their time on horfe- 
back; they hatve not, however, the leaft 
regard for the beads, but gallop up hilldr 
down without diflin6ti6n, and keep oh till 
fomctimes the horfes fall under the fatigue, 
unable to go any farther. Neverthelefs, 
thefe horfes are much more hardy and 
able to endure fatigue, than thofe of Eu- 
rope. The riders do not feem to be much 
afraid of a fall, which ofteti happens in 
galloping down hill; for the cap preferves 
the head, the cumberband the body, and 
the ftrong boots the legs ; and the foot is 
Tery eafily difengaged from the ilirrups^ 
which are iron-plates, nearly as long as 
the foot* 



MONDAY, JULY 24. 

We continued riding moderately till 
two o'clock, when we arrived at Kir- 
cook, alfo fituated in the vale before- 
mentioned* 

Wc 
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^e iet out again on freih horfes at thre<» 
o'clock, and foon after afcended the chain 
of mountains on our right. Near the 
fummit we found feveral Naphtlia pits. 
Thefe are dug out of the rock, are about 
three feet deep, and into them the Naphtha 
oozes in a thick liquid, having a very iirong 
fmell, nearly refembling that of our c6al^ 
tar. Juft above thefe pits were fevoral 
rocks of fait. 

We foon after found ourfelves among 
ibme hills fhaped* like hay-cocks, which 
appear to have been fo formed by water, 
being covered with pebbles and fhells, 
like thofe ufually feen on the tides of 
rivers. 

Toward the top of this chain of moun- 
tains, thefe round hills were very large ; but 
they gradually diminiflied for about two 
iniles, when we defcended into an exteji- 
five vale. 

This was to us a great relief; for it was 

inoft unpleafant travelling among thofe 

5 ■ ^ ' Wis, 
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hills, being obliged to make a zigzag 
jcourfe, ztid finding them in fome places fo. 
extremely fteep, that it was with diffi*^ 
ctrlty our horfes could keep their feet, the 
roundifh pebbles giving way under their 
tread. Some of thofe hills towards the 
bottom were not much, larger than a good- 
fized bay-cock; and feen from the vale 
below they had a very Angular appear- 
ance, extending from Eaft to Weft, as far 
the eye could reach. 

This immenfe range of mountains ap- 
pears as if it had once formed a barrier. 
Along the top are the remains of a very 
ftrong wall, built with ftone and cemented' 
with bitumen. 

Soon after we had defcended into the 
vale, we pufhed on, in a gallop the greater 
part of the way, to Alton Kuppree, 
where we arrived at half paft feven o'clock. 

This is a large and populous town, built 
oh an ifland formed by the river Alton, 

dividing 
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dividing itfelf clofe above tbe town, and 
uniting again a little below it, the town 
nearly covering the whole ifland* Here 
is at prefent a very large garrifon of Turk-, 
iih foldiers; and the town may be deemed 
impregnable, being difficult of accefs, an<l 
the ufe of artillery not known in thisr 
country. 

On entering the town we crofled the 
river, over which is a ftone bridge of one 
arch, the higheft I ever faw. The paifage 
over this bridge is very difagreeable, it. 
being exceedingly fteep on both fides, and 
like a Gothic arch running up to a point 
in the center. The pavement upon the 
bridge too is very bad, and my horfe had 
feveral falls before I got over it* This 
town, is at prefent the capital of Turkifh . 
CurdiStan, and a Bafhaw refides in it. , 

We fet out* again at five o'clock in the 
afternoon, and on leaving the town croffed , 
the other branch of the river, over which 
is a bridge of two arches. This river con- 
tains 
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tains a large body of water, and falls into 
the Tigris, a few miles below the town* 

Soon after we left Alton Kuppree, 
we entered. a very fine anvd well cultivated 
country, fertile in corn and garden vege- 
tables, the former being then ^bout to be 
cut. A journey of about fix miles brought 
us again among hills, with very little cul- 
tivation ; nor did we fee much fertility till 
we arrived near Evrill, which is thirty- 
two miles from Alton Kuppree. 

Evrill appears to have been formerly a 
place of fome importance, for it exhibits 
the remains of an old caftle on the top of 
an artificial hill on the Weft fide of the 
town, and in the vicinity are feveral Naph- 
tha pits. It is faid to be the ancient Arbe- 
LA, near which Alexander fought with 
Darius, and the country for fome diftance 
Tound it is an open champsftgn. We did 
not change horfes here, but continued our 
journey four miles farther,, and at eleven 
o'clock arrived at a town called Ankava. 

For 



128 A JOURNEY PROM INDIA» 

For the greafeft part of this ftage the road 
was very good* 

TUES^DAY, JULY S5. 

Th! 9 rhorning we fet out from Ankava 
at half paft one, and, riding very faft, at 
five reached a fmall town called Killick^ 
on the banks of the river Zarp. Here 
vfr;as a caravan waiting to crofs the river, a 
paflage that muft take up a confiderable 
time, being without boats. The horfes 
and camels fwim acrofs, three or four at 
a time, being led by a man who fwims 
buoyed up by a goat's fkin inflated with 
wind, which he keeps under his bread. 
The merchandi2e and paflengers are car- 
ried over on a platform, which is fupported 
by the fame kind of fkins blown up in 
proportion to the weight they have to 
carry. We cfofled over in this manner, 
and were not detained long, the conduc- 
tors of the caravan giving us, as ftrangers, 
\he preference* 

• The 
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' The ZAKt is a very large and perfedtly 
clear river, flowing from fome very high 
mountains to the northward^ capped with 
fnow. The country near the river appears 
to be very fertile, and produces great quan* 
tities of corn> which the inhabitants were 
employed in cutting. Having croffed the 
Zarp, we were foon re-mounted, and 
after riding about fix miles through a fer- 
tile country, arrived at another confider- 
able river called th^ Hazir, which flows 
from near the fame fource. This is not 
fo large as the Zarp, but as there Were 
no conveyances, it was with fome difficulty 
we were enabled to ford it, being now un- 
ufually high on account of the fnow melt- 
ing from the mountams. 

We rode very faft over a fine champaign 
for about fix miles further, and at eight 
o'clock arrived at a town called Kara* 

KOOSH. 

• 

Horfes not being ready, we had to wait 
an hour, though I was vejy anxious to get 
to Mosul this morning, as I thought it 

K would 
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would gain me a day, H<>rfes were 
brought a little after nine o'clock; but 
the fun was now becon>e excefsively hot, 
the inhabitants began to retire into the 
fhade, and fome of them down into deep 
vaults. This part of the country h 
reckoned the moft dangerous at this feaf&n, 
on account of the Samiel winds, which 
are now at their greateft ftrength, and 
more people are deftroyed by them than 
in any other way* Both my Tatar and 
iliyfelf being exceedingly well mounted, 
we fet out at fiill fp6ed, and continued 
that pace moft part of the way, which is 
near twenty miles ; for the Samiel winds 
were beginning to rife^ before we could 
reach Mosul, and they would have gained 
ftrength fo faft, that I have no doubt if v 
we had been an hour later, expofed as we 
were, the whole party, men and horfes, 
would have been laid dead on the groundr 
We reached Mosul at a quarter before 
eleven o'clock, after crofsing the Tigris 
over a bridge of boats. From my long 
expofure to the fun, the fkin had come 
off both my hands and face,* Immediately 
5 on 
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♦oh my arriyall went to bathe in the hum* 
muxns# which I found very refrefliing; 

MostJL^ which is laid by feme of the 
inhabitants to be the Ancient Nineveh, is 
pteafahtly fituated on i declivity updn the 
right banks of the Tiokis. What it may 
formerly have been I cannot fay^ but it i^ 
now a very large town, and contains many 
handfome buiJdingSj exclufive of the hum- 
miitn^^ mofqueS, and minaret^ which are 
all built of hewn ftonci 

Here is hot fo much referve of manners 
as ill the cities to the eaftward, women of 
all defcriptions being nearly as much ex- 
liNofed as in Ei/rope* The town is very 
populous, and comprifes men of various 
religions ; but the great bulk of the inha- 
bitants are Curds, or, as the Arabs call 
them^ Kurks. 

I took a guide and weiit over moft part 

of the town. The Bazar is large and well 

Supplied; and moft of the. articles, except 

K 2 clothing, 



.J 
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clothing, are very moderate. The people 
appeared much more induftrious than any 
I had feen before fince I left India. Va* 
rious manufa6!:ories are carried on, and in 
fome they excel the Europeans. Their 
faddles and trappings for horfes, in parti- 
cular, are very elegant. They alfo make 
carpets of filk, with flowers worked in 
them, which feem to vie with the beft of 
our manufactures. They are alfo very 
dexterous in making edgings and trim* 
mings of various kinds, both for men and 
women. Their manufactories in copper 
and iron top are very numerous; and a 
great variety of articles made of thofe 
metals are fent down the Tigris as low as 
Buss OR A, exclufive of the immenfe quan- 
tity of metal fent down unmanufadhired ; 
for they get the ore in abundance from the 
mountains to the northward. 

The town of Mosul is furrounded by a 
Ibong lofty wall built with hewn ftone. 
The fpace within the wall is not entirely 
occupied by h(*fes, many places being 

covered 
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dovered with ruins, which proves that it 
has once i)een. much more populous than 
at-prefent. ._ 

Dire6lly oppofite the Conac where I 
(lopped was the Court of Juftice. The 
tcbds here aire veryr fbort; for in lefs than 
fiver minutes after tbe prifoneif is tgken .be- 
fore the courtf if::he^bcfQUiid guilty,, he 
isrxroBvVeyjed to/zrcoeive - his puni^m^nt. 
TiK5.Court qC Jilftifie' Js opened a^t fun-i^ifej 
Imt .ittloes not-ijco^iiiiie aboH? twA hoqi;$,: 
fir; :a^ the reader rWill pei^ceiy^, Jthey hav^, 
a- method of vdifpajljohiag liiafmefs y/pry 



:I Ehet hei^. a Venetian Padre n9ine4 
MoNi3Uiii,'with;whtfm I c©nv©fl#d i,n Latin^ 
which he fpok^:verJr.fluentlyy f fijej had re-^ 
cently received letters frojri Constanti- 
nople, giving an account of the French 
having invaded rh^j country,, jit which 
he feemed much concerned. He was a 
very intelligent. plejt(ai>t man, -flf^ miach 
more learned th^n many of the frat^rnityt 
He had his mifsiop frgin the Pope, h^d 
K 3 been 



134 A JOURNEY FROM IKHIA, 

been at Mosul two years and exght 
months, and intended going to INB14 
very foon. There was not a perfon in the 
whole town that underftood either French 
or Englifti^ 

I here 'found that I could iiot f^of^ecd 
by the ufual route, on account oftha^ 
tbea turbulent iiate of th6 country. The 
inhabitants f)f jEsssEftAwere in open re^ 
bellion againft the Turkifli go^emalent^ 
had killed the Ba(haw, and committed 
ipnany other exceifes, I was^alfo told, that: 
it was vei^ dangerous to go evhp a few^ 
miles from Mosul without a flrongguard* 
In confequenpe of tliis information, my 
Tatar waited on the^ Iteihaw with the 
Srmaun, Who immediately ordered | 
guard of an officer and fixteen horfemen* 



' ^WED^fESpAY, JULT 20^ , 

At fo*ur 0-cloclc in the afternoon we 
were inforrtj^d that our guards and fei^ 
yailts were ready. We mounted, and 

found 
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found, them wattiirg for us at the weftem 
State. 

Ifiad now the mortification to find my 
Tatar again breaking his promife by taking 
the merchandize further. Though I had 
not hitherto 'b€ett much detained by it, I 
thought that it might be a temptation to 
^he numerous *hordes of banditti that infeft 
this country; but' as I had no alternativci 
I was forced to fubmit to this grbfs impo* 
fitlon. The horfes belonging to the whole 
party were exceedingly good, and this 
was perfdftlyneceflary, as we had to travel 
upwards of a hundred and fifty miles be- 
fore we could obtain frefh ones. The of^ 
. licer's horfc was a beautiful white Arabian, 
exceedingly fwift* 

' Soon after we had left the town, many 
of the horfemen, to give their beafts a 
breathing, exerciied with their fpears, 
which to me was one of the fineft fights I 
had ever beheld. The officer wore a fcarlet 
^own and camfeline ; his cap was near two 
feet high, and Ihaped like the, crown of a 
^ K 4 hat; 
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/ ]iat; bis beard. was long. and. black ; and 
he was about thirty years of age. Thq 
foldiers were drefled in white, with fcarlet 
caps and turbans, and only, wpre m^if- 
tachcs* 

The unfettled (late of the country conir 
pelled us to travel up the right banks of 
the TiGRjis. We xodp m^^W^^ ^t about 
four miles an hour, and-at; fey^ o^clock 
^rrivqd at. a fmall village on th^ banks of 
the river, where we refrefl^ed. . Whe cpuH-* 
try through, which we had pafled froii^ 
Mosul to this village is very well cqlti? 
yate^, producing great quantities of corn; 
jind nearly the whole of the way we faw 
ruins on both fides of the riyer^* fome at a 
confiderable diftance, and others clofe on 
the bank?. This village is fituated on the 
top of an almoft perpendicular cliff, about 
a hundred and fifty yards above the ^iyei;, 

We fet out again at eight o'clock, o^r 
guard nqvir amounting to twenty horfemen. 
The road foon. became very hilly and 
rugged.; but after wc had got ^kf^^S.!^ 

foma 



ibaie. very fteep and tiarrbw paifts, where 
only one horfe coold go at a time, we 
again. came tto the. bank^ of the Tioris. 
Thio.ntght WIS dark, and the mad fo very 
bad» that it was .with much difficulty we 
CQuld make any progrefs. We now turned 
t»:tbe foutbwardfy leaving the Tioris on 
^r right, a))d joined a large caravan going 
to DiAitB£x:iR, It coQ^Aed of about two 
thoufand camels, three thoufand affes and 
Siules^ 2ind one thoufand horfes; the whole 
being conducted by an Arab Sheik, with 
.» coniiderable number pf guards^ 



THURSDAY, JULY 27* 

Soon after we had come up with the 
cbravan, which was about one o'clock in 
th« morning, feveral^atars going to Di* 
A ^B£X I A joined our party; for, though 
equipped to travel much fader than a ca- 
ravan, they vcre afraid to pufh forward. 
There are no fixed refidences in this coun*- 
try, and it is at prefent much infefted by 
wandering fasord^s of bandttfi. When the 

Tatars 
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Tatars had joined our party it'dtnousited; 
to forty horfe. We now rode fafiep tiuro 
the caravan, which fonxied ia cotttiniRd 
line of full fix miles, and cam^.'up A»tE 
the head of it at five o'clock. Wetjiert 
flopped by the fide of a: {t^ll rtvuldtusiv 
an extenfi ve plain. Here alfo tbe c»it2Ui 
ftopped, unloading their foea'fts^ of bttrdeir,^ 
and pitching their tents as they canfe^ Up*.' 

My Tatar not having provided propel 
accommodations, I Wis obliged -to li« 
down on the barjp earth- with alLmy-oldthe* 
on. I flept, however, till feven o'clock, 
when the fun became very hot, I the» 
went into* the Arab Sheik's tent, au4 
breakfafted with him. 

; ; Near . thi§ ;rivulet. is. a lofty moiUMl of 
earth, .which commahds an,extenfive pipft 
pe6l, oyer the plains On the top oi'-this 
ippuiid the: Sheik kept a .watch the wihole 
day, to prevent a (urprizev Of thofe lofty 
mouodis.of .earth there, are many in this 
counteyv and, they; a«;e*pp doiibt iirtificiaii 
as . they, ^always . ftaodifingl^ on- extenfiye 
. ; / plains. 
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piaios. They muil, however, have coil 
much labour, iptasi of them being ex-- 
tromely lar^^ • ; : 

I here caught fome locufts of. an extra*. 
ordinary iize, and very thick in proportion 
tD thefr lepgth* TJiey have no wings, 
move flowlyst: attd^Fe eafily taken, I foon 
found it heceflary to be caxeful that they 
did not bHe me^ for I am perfuaded that 
they CQuld e^fily.haye bitten my finger to 
tb^ bone, 1 if led one with a twig about 
a8 thick as a quill, which it bit through in- 
Hiantly. I th^n diffe6led one, and on ex- 
amining one of it3 grinders found it nearly 
m large an a human tooth, and fo hard, 
that I was not able to make any imprefsion 
on it with my penknife. The grinders 
were nearly Ithe colour of mahogany. 

Finding that w:e were not molefted by 
flies i>r other infe6is, and afcribing this 
circumftance to the excefsive heat of the 
fun at this feafon, I made an experiment 
on one of thefe large locufls, by expofing 
it tp the fun, whjch actually killed it in 
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lefs than an hour. I alfo found that fliesy 
when expofed' in the middle of the day, 
fell down almoit inilantly ; and that all 
kinds of infe6ls muft either get into fome 
ihade, or inevitably perifh. "^^ : 

The Sheik was under fome appreb^nfions^ 
that he fhoiild be attacked, arid tctok, of 
courfe, every- ncceffary precaution. He 
Kept about fifty hbf feihen ready to m6unt 
in a moment/ and fent othisrs eight 6r tfen 
iiiiles round as a patrole. It was near this 
place that the Tatar whom 1 4iave me^^ 
fioned before * was murd€^ed, * and thi^ 
circumftance was ftill frefti in'the Mind^ 
of the people. It muft, Ivowever, have 
required a very confiderstble fefce to have 
eut off this caravan, there being nearly as 
many men asbeafts of burdeh^fand^very 
one armed with fome fort of weapon. 
The greateft part had Itf n^ fpi^Bn^ and 
though thefe might riot appear very for- 
ifiidable againft regular European troops,- 
they are peffedily well a^jit^ to the 

prefent. 
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prefent mode of fighting in this country. 
Some of the people had bows and arrows, 
and, indeed, one of the Tatars was armed 
with them. This man was very dexterous 
ia Ihooting; when on horfeback, he car- 
ried his bow and quiver flung over his 
ihoulder, and appeared capable of doing 
more execution than the fpear-men. 

The ground whereon we were en* 
camped was covered with long dried grafs 
and tobacco leaves, both quite brown 
and withered; for no green thing appears 
here, ^except in the immediate vicinity of 
water. 

Sonie of the people belonging to the 
caravan fet the grafs on fire to leeward of 
the encampment, which fpread very ra- 
pidly, and quickly confumed its fuel. 

At half pafl: five o'clock we fet out with 
this immenfe caravan, which required two 
hours to be put in motion ; and our Mosul 
guard now returned. 

FRIDAY, 



«%«% 
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FRIDAY, jirtY 2*i 

We continued in company with thtf 
caravan till three d^clock this mornin^y' 
travelling at the rate of only three miles 
an hour. The foremoft perfons of the 
caravan then began to pitch their tents by 
the fide of a rivuleti 

Being joined by the Diarbekir Tatarer 
and five Arabsj which made our party 
amount to twenty horfe, we now left the ^ 
caravan j and pufhed forward, at the rate 
of fix miles an hour, over an open defert 
country, in which not a habitation nor 

any fpecies of cultivation were to be feen^ 

i 

At fun-rife We came to fome rivulet^^ I 

whofe banks were covered with grafs and | 

rulhes, growing very thick and long. 
Among thefe were feveral wild hogs, I 

which rulhed out to the neighbouring 
plain as we approached. I iaw one 
drove of about twenty running towards a 

rivulet. 
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rtvuiet^ as if they intended tacr^oft us ; and 
Ml the noife the whole party could make 
ws^ *not fufificient to turn them. Being 
ekoecdingly well mounted, I purfued then! 
it full fpeed, having with me two Aralbs 
armed with their long fpears. We overtook 
them at the rivulet, when the whole herd 
ruftied through, and ran acrofs the plain, 
except one, which attempted to hide him^ 
felf among the rufhes. The Arabs with 
tlieir fpears foon found him out. He at- 
tempted to run acrofs the plain after the 
others, but we purfued clofely, and turned 
him.* I foon found that the Arabs were 
more dextrous than my felf, for they had 
Ipfeared him before I was able to get a cut 
at him with my fabre. After he had been 
wounded two or three times, he became 
exceedingly furious, and ran at our horfes, 
while we endeavoured to keep him off with 
«^* weapons. The Arabs had the advan- 
tage with their long fpears, as I could not 
cut him with my fabre till I was very near ' 
him. Through my inattention and want 
of experience, he at one time actually 
touched my horfe w^ith his tufks,. and I 
- was 
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was very near being difinduhted. Such 
an accident might have proved faial^ as 
the hog would foon have deftroyed me 
while on the ground. He alfo touched 
one of the Arabs horfes, but did not greatly 
injure either, the horfes being very quick 
in . their motions. He foanied at the 
mouth, and fnatched at the fpears, or any 
thing that came near him. While he had 
llrength we were all afraid to clofe upoq^ 
him, and only wounded him as he run at 
us. He foon, however, became weak 
through Ipfs of blood, and we then clofed 
upon him, fpearing and cutting till at laft 
he fell. I did not obferve that he made 
the leaft noife either during the chace ot 
while we were killing him. He was rather 
under the middling fize, and his colour 
was a deep red. 

The reft of the party did not interfere^ 
but remained q^iet fpedtators, and were 
highly entertained. To me it was one of 
the greateft treats that could pofsibly have 
happened, as I had never witneffed any 
thing of the kind before* I had frequently 

feen 
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feen wild hogs, and had wiihed much to 
attack them, but was afraid to do it alone, 
and am now fully convinced how impru- 
dent it would have been. They defend 
themfelves much longer than I could have 
imagined, and when irritated no animal 
can be more fudous. We left the hog 
dead upon the ground, and foon after* 
wards faw a very large brown wolf. 

We again tontinued our route at the 
rate of fix miles an hour, till half paft 
eight o'clock, when we; arrived at one of 
thofe slrtificial hills fituated oh an extenfive 
plain by a pleafant rivulet of clear water. 
There is no fixed refidence to be feeri near 
this place, and the tents are only tempo- 
rary, to accommodate travellers who are 
obliged to pafs through this unfrequented 
route on account of the prefent difturbed 
Hate of the country. 

We flept in a tent pitched by the fide 
of the rivulet, and I was fortunate in 
getting a little bread and milk. I bathed 
in the rivulet, and found it very refreftiing. 

L iWo 
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I alfo felt much eafe and comfort fronar 
having my head (haved, and always waihed 
my head in cold water whenever I, had an 
opportunity. 

At five o'clock in the afternoon we again 
mounted; our hprfes; and after travelling 
ten miles nearly due Weft, over an open, 
country which appears to have been once 
inhabited and cultivated, tliough now en* 
tirely forfaken, we came to fome fine 
flreams of water, on the bai^ks of one of 
which are the: ruins of a city, whiph ap- 
pears to have been once very extenfive, 
and nearly in the fhape of a half moon. 
Here were mapy hewn ftones of very large 
dimenfions; and among the ruins I faw a 
ftone coffin, with the lower part entire,^ 
but could not difcover apy infcriptipn 
either on the4 ftones or on the coflin. 
About this unfrequented place no living 
creatures are to be feen, except wild hogs,, 
a few wolves, and fome eagles, the latter 
very* tame,. The ftreams, . however, 
abounded with filh, . . 

Wc 



We fecyfitittued tiin totitfe nearly dire 
Weft till' tilhe o'cl6cfej xt^hen^ hafiring 
fcfofled a rivulet^ we ttirned to the hdrth- 
ward« One b£ bur party about this time 
ioft his Wzji hiii dfa his firing a prffoly we? 
were enabled to find him. The night Being 
tery dark, and thefe being no road or 
path to follow; it was foiiiietimes wfth the 
dtmoft difficulty that we could proceed. 

At ihidtiight we feached a fmdl place* 
called TktES, which contained merely a 
few houfes built on one of thofe artificial 
hilfs of which I have before made men- 
tion. We refted here half an hour; for I 
Was notv ahhoft exhaufted with hunger" 
and fatigue. 



SAtbRDAY, JtTLt Q9, 

We fet out again from TiriES at half 
paft twelve o'clock, without having been 
able to procure any refrefhment. Soon 
after our quitting the place we loft our 
way, it being extremely dark, and got 
L 2 into 
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into £bme fwampy ground, from which it 
was near an hour before we could extricate 
ourfelves. We then eroded feveral flreams 
that flow from a chain of mountains to 
the northward, and rode brilkly till three 
o'clock, when we arrived at Nissibin. 

I congratulated myfelf on again enter- 
ing an inhabited country, with marks of 
cultivation, which I had not feen fince I 
quitted the neighbourhood of Mosul. 

Our Arab guides now left us; but we 
were ftill fifteen in number, and for a 
party fo large we were not able to pro- 
cure a fufficient number of horfes before 
feven o'clock. 

Nissibin is at prefent a fmall and mi- 
ferable place ; but the many circumjacent 
ruins imply that it has once been of more 
<:onfequence. 

We had now got into the common road ; 
but mofl of the party being badly mounted, 
we were obliged to travel flowly. The 

fun 
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fun becoming exceedingly hot, I wiftxed 
much to get to Mardin as foon as pof- 
fibJe. 

V 

About fix miles weftward from Nissi^in 
are fome magnificent ruins of an ancient 
palace, which appears to have been very 
lofty, fome parts of the building being 
ftill of a great height. I had the curioiity 
to ride into the inner fquare, where I 
found fome Curds drawing water' from a 
well in the centre about forty yards deep. 
The water was very cold and exceedingly 
clear. The walls of the building are o£ 
aftonifhing thicknefs; a ftone ftaircafe re* 
mains almoil entire ; and fome parts of the 
walls, which have been undermined, are 
fo ftrongly cemented, that in their fall 
they ftill adhere together. 

We now paifed through ft finely culti- 
vated country, a chain of lofty mountains 
pn our right ranging Eaft and Weft, having 
their fides covered with fir-trees, 

L 3 About 
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' About twelve rnllf^ weftward pf the fi^f^ 
I'uins is another heap, among which a ve?y 
lofty arch remains entire. Near thefe 
fuins, and a little out of the road towards 
the mountains, were fomp yoypg Curd 
women milkbg their goat^^ I took my 
Yatar with me, and procured fpine milk, 
ybe features of thefe wpmen were much 
bandfomer than thofe of the Arab?^ ^pd 
ihey are nearly as fair as th? wonaen in 
England. 

Being now again expofed in the niiddlc 
of the (Jay, I fuffered much fronp the ex* 
pefsive beat of the j[un. The hcjt wind? 
too began to colle6l ; but befpj^e they tiad 
acquired ftrength enough to be dangerous^ 
wa paflfed thee village called Arin, ai^ 
afcended the fideof the mfiuntajin tQward? 
Mardin, when I happily found myfelf 
put pf their re^^, as they never prevail 
in elevated fituations; and I have fte- 
guehtly obferved, that whenever thgy 
Ihape their coui:fe towards a. mounlain, 
they foon fubfide. From near the top of 
^ 5 thefe 
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thefe mountains^ I had an opportunity of 
abferving the progrefs of the hot winds, 
which was nearly fimilar to what I had ob- 
ferved of them when on the banks of the 
TiGkls, with this difference only, that 
this being' a mountainous fituation, and 
the other quite level, they here loft their 
force by approaching the mountains, and 
in the other cafe by fcrofsing the riven 

Though there is much cultivation and 
fome fine pafture inf the vale below, the 
people are obliged to drive their flocks 
towards the mountains, whenever and fo 
Jong as thofe winds prevail. 

The afcent was by a bad road, and our 
progrefs fo very flow, that it was three 
o'clock in the afternoon before we arrived 
at Mardin, atid our horfe$ were com- 
pletely tired, 

Mardin, fituated at the top of a very 
lofty and rugged mountain,' is a city of 
confiderable fize, and very populous. The 
greater part of the inhabitants are Arme- 
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nians, who are very induftrions, and carry- 
on fever^l manufactories. The city is fur*- 
rounded by a ftrong and Jofty wall built 
with hewn ftope; and on the (ujnmit of 
the mountain is a ftrong fort, on which 
9, few capnqn are mounted, 

The city is built pn the fouth fide of the 
mountain, at a part where it is extremely 
fteep. The houfes are much better biiilt 
than any that I had feen fince I left In- 
dia. The ftrepts run Eaft and Weft, and 
have fteps pominunicatingfrom one to an- 
other. The bafes ^pf the houfes in the 
upper ftreet are .even with the tops of thq 
houfes in the ftreet below. The city is 
very well fupplied with water, anfl of 
good quality. 

The inhabitants, who feem to be a Jiof- 
pitable well-difpofed people, enjoy a pure 
air, have as fair complexions as the people 
in England, and in general appear ruddy 
and healthy. Many of the women are 
very beautiful, and expofe their peyfon? 
pearly as much as thp ladjes in Europe, 
2 Provifions, 
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Provifions^ and vegetables in^ particular, 
are plentiful, good, and cheap; they have 
alfo moft kinds of fruits, and of the fineft 
quality, the climate being exceedingly 
hot in the valleys, and temperate on. the 
xnpuntains. 

I found here a mifsionary from Rome, 
with whom I converfed in Latin • He was 
an intelligent pleafant man, and informed 
me of many occurrences in .liluROPE, of 
which I had not before heard.. The^mif- 
^onaries correfpond with each other all 
over the Empire, and arc fpeedily ac- 
quainted with every material tfanfa<5tion 
both here and ip JEurope. 

The Turks j^re of a difpoiltion precifely 
the reverfe, and appear peffedlly indif- 
ferent to eveyy thing that does not imme- 
diately concern them. 

Thi? city, by its fituation, may be faid 
to be impregnable; and fome hiftorians 
affirm^ that Tamerlane laid fiege to it 

for 
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for three years, without being able to re- 
duce it. 

Finding that it would be dangerous tra-«- 
veiling to Diarbekir without proteftion^ 
my Tatar waited on the Bafhaw with the 
firmaun, who immediately gave orders for 
a guards 



SUNDAY, JULY .30^ 

We left Mardin this morning at eight 
o'clock, accompanied by one of the Di- 
arbekir Tatars and his attendants, and 
defcended the north (ide of the mountain 
on which the city is built; of which, 
though very fteep and rocky, every little 
patch of ground capable of cultivation 
bore proofs of the induftry of the Arme- 
nians, in abundance of grapes, apples, 
pears, plumbs of various forts, .cucumbers, 
melons, and almoft all kinds of European 
fruits and vegetables. 

After 
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After we had crofled this lofty chain of 
mountains, we reached an extenfive range 
of round hills, the bottoms of which were 
cultivated wherever there was water* The 
iCurd woBien here labour in the fields as 
well as the men, and refemble much the 
peafsntry of England. Among thefc 
hills we continued travelling for near 
twenty miles, when they gradually dimi- 
niflied as we defcended, and cultivation 
fe-»appeared. Some people were fowing, 
«ind others reaping. They have cattle and 
Jiorfes in abundance, very few iheep, but 
a great number of goats, which feem bet* 
ter adapted to the fituation. The hills in 
general were thickly planted with trees, 
and we did not get clear of them till half 
p9.ft two o*^clock, when we arrived at the 
place where we were to receive our guard 

fot I>IARB£KIR. 

We found here a great number of fmall 
Ifaeds made of the branches of trees, having 
their door-ways toward the North. The 
people live in thefe in preference to houfes 
at this feafon of the year, and they were 

very 
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very full of inhabitants, who appeared to 
be all diligently employed. 

The women drefs differently from both 
the Arabs and lurks. They wear a cap 
like that of a Huflar, feven or eight 
inches deep, covered with a white cloth, 
and bound with a fhawl or handkerchief 
round the forehead. Part of the white 
cloth protedts the neck from the fun; but 
the face below the forehead is entirely 
expofed. Over their und^r drefs, they 
wear a loofe gown with Ihort wide fleeves, 
tied round the waift by a fafli. They 
wear no ftockings, but have yellow Turkilh 
flippers. 

They fpin with a rock and fpindle, and 
I have feen fome of them weaving. I be- 
lieve them to be as happy people as exift 
in the world, and, indeed, content ap- 
pears in every countenance. 

We dined in one of thefe houfes, or 
rather fheds,. with fome Turkifti officers, 
among whom was the commandant of 

a party 
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a party ftationed here, to whom my 
Tatar prefented the Bafliaw's order for a 
guard. Though I have called it dining, 
the fa6l is, that I could not eat their 
victuals, every difli being rendered (o very 
fat and greafy. Fortunately, however, I 
prevailed on one of the women to go and 
milk a goat for me, and made a comfort- 
able meal of milk and bread. 

It was eight o'clock in the evening be- 
fore we fet out, being obliged to continue 
on our Mardin horfes. After we had 
pafled over this uniform range of hills, we 
had ftill to travel through feme fteep pafles, 
among; which, about ten o'clock, it being 
then v6ry dark, a laughable circumftance 
occurred. The commander of our guard, 
who ; appeared to be a man of courage, 
faw a beaft moving at a little diftance. 
As we were far from any habitation', the 
\yhole party thought that it was a lion, 
and the iize and colour of the animal fa- 
voured the deception. The officer muf- 
tered his troops, mod of them being ex- 
ceedingly well mounted, and armed with- 

iQng 
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long fpears, and rode toward the fuppofed 
lion in a body; nor was it till they were 
j^moft near enough to fpear him, that 
they were undeceived, fey difcoveringthat 
it was a hog. 

On enquiry I found that among thefe 
Mils fions are very numerous, and jleftrojT 
many of the flocks belonging to th<S in- 
duftrious inhabitants. 

At eleven o'clock we forded a river, on 
whofe banks were a great many teilts be-* 
longing to numerous gangs of banditti' 
who infeft this part of the country. As 
foon as we had pafled them, our guard, 
expe6ling that they would follow us, halted' 
for a quarter of an hour, while we conti- 
nued our roufe. The robbers, having ob- 
ferved the troops, did not make any at- 
ttempt, and our guards foon overtook us. At 
twelve o'clock we forded the river Tigris. 

At Mardin, and to the fouthward of 
that extenfive range of lofty mquntains, 
the Arabic is the prevailing language. To 

the 
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thq northward, the Turkifk language is. 



MONDAY, JULY 3 K 

After we had forded the Tigris, 
which was here very broad, we entered a 
fine level well-cultivated country; and 
travelling at the rarte of four miles an 
hour, at half paft four o'clock we again- 
forded the Tigris at Diarbekir* We 
had to wait till fun-rife, however, before 
the gates could be opened. 

£>IARB£KIR h a large populous city^ 
and the capital of an extenfive province 
of the fame name. It is pleafantly iitu- 
ated on an eminence upon the weftern 
banks of the Tigris, and furrounded by 
a ftrong lofty wall built with heWn ftone. 
On the land-lide it has once been pro- 
tf6led by three wall^ and two ditches,, 
p^rt of which. are ftill to be feen. Toward 
t|ie river, which runs nearly half round the 
city, nature has ftrongly fortified it by a 
V > ' • folid 
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folld rock about twenty feet perperidicu-* 
lar.. On the walls are feveral towers, iiv 
Which a guard is conftantly kept; 

They have alfo fome cannon here^ 
chiefly brafs field pieces of a fmall calibre, 
and a few brafs mortars; but very few of 
either are ferviceable. 

The city commands an extenfive atid 
delightful profpe6l over a fertile country, 
and the winding ftreams of the Tigris 
add much to the beauty of the fcene. It 
is well watered by means of a canal from 
the Tigris, which is cut feveral miles 
above, and in fome places through very 
rugged ground, A branch of this canal 
runs on the outfide of t-he walls, on the 
weftern fide of the city, and foon after 
falls into, the river. On this branch are 
feveral corn mills; and it being very fteep 
where thofe mills are built, the water falls 
upon the wheel, and by this means a fmall 
body of water acquires great power. They 
are fomething like our over-fhot mills iq 
England. 

I took 
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I took - a guide and went through the 
greater part of the city. The houfes are 
built with hewn ftone, and the flreets all 
paved. Many of the public edifices are 
very elegant. . The Armenian cathedral is 
a large and handfoihe flrudure, about 
the length of Weftminfter-hall, but not 
fo wide. The roof is fupported by two 
rows of pillars, and the whole of the floor 
is covered with carpets, for even the 
Turks on entering it pull off their flioes. 
The Armenian mode of worlhip is nearly 
fimiiar to that of 'the Roman Catholics; 
they have their crucifixes and burning 
lamps. In the court before the cathedral 
is a very handfome fountain, which throws 
its water to a confiderable height. 

I vifited the manufa6iories alfo, of which 
there are great numbers. They manufac- 
ture copper, iron, wool, cotton, filk, and 
feveral other flaples. Some of their wool is 
very fine, and the weavers are nurperous. 
People of the fame trade ufually live to- 
gether ; thus, one (Ireet contains nothing 
but weavers; another ftreet, Ihoe-makers; 
M another, 
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another, fmiths, &c. Their leather Is 
very gopd, and they work it exceedingly 
well. I had cafes made for my j^iftols, 
which were executed very neatly. Here 
are a great many dyers, and the waters of 
the Tigris are faid to be peculiarly adapted 
to the purpofes of thdt trade. 

In fome branches, thefe people are 
equal, if not fuperior, to many Euro- 
peans; but the weavers are very inferior 
to the Englifti ; and the cloth they make, 
whether of woollen, cotton, or filk, is 
always very narrow. They entertafin a 
very high opinion of the Britifh manufac- 
tures, and the very name of an Englifti- 
man is fufficient to gain the greateft re- 
fpe(5l. 

The fuperfine broad cloth Worn by the 
principal people is of Englifli manufa<fture, 
as are alfo their watches, of which latter I 
faw a great many with Arabic chara6lers, 
made by " Brookbank, of Cornhill, Lon- 
don/' and fome by " Prior, in London/* 

People 
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l^eople of all defcfiptions feem here to 
enjoy much liberty. The various fedls of 
Chriftians havie their chapels and churches, 
and each follows his own mode of worfhip 
without moleftatioiu 

My Tatar informed me, that there was 
a Padre here who could fpeak Englifh; 
but, as he was lame, if I wifhed to fee 
him I mull go to his hoiife. 1 had fome 
doubts at firft whether the Tatar was iix 
jefl or earned, as he often fpoke ironically^ 
J therefore made him go with me. I 
found the Padre to be a Capuchin Friar, 
with his brown-hooded cloak on. He was 
exceedingly ignorant, did not know a word 
of Englilh, and underftood ifut little 
Latin. He was very corpulent, had got 
the gout, and appeared as if he had been 
long accuftomed to drink fomething 
ftronger than water. He was a father 
confeflbr, and had a round fcreen of black 
gauze that he could let down by a line 
from the ceiling, and which inclofed the 
fair penitents when they came to receive 
abfolution; but finding him fo extremely 
M 2 ignorant, 
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gnorant, and fucli a difguftihg figure, 
I made a very ftiort ftay. 

I conceived this to be a mere device of 
my Tatar, to ihevv what a mean opinion 
he entertained of the religion of the 
Franks, or, as they are commonly called, 
Fringuis (the Arabs and Turks calling 
Europe . Fringuiftan). He certainly 
thought that I had been of the fame per- 
fuafion, but finding me as Jittle fatisfied 
With my vifit as himfelf, and being in- 
formed by me that the Engllfti had no 
more crucifixes and images in their 
mofques than the Turks, he was inclined 
to entertain a more favourable opinion of 
the Engliih ; and I do^ not remember his 
ever calling me Fringui afterwards. 

I do not, indeed, wonder that the 
Turks (hould entertain fuch a prejudice 
againft the Ch rift ian religion; for all the 
Chriftian countries bordering upon the 
Turkllh empire (and even the Grqeks arid 
Armenians among the Turks) have their 
crucifixes and images, which reprefent a 

kind 
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kind of idol worlhip, to which all Muflul- 
men have a particular averfion; aad that 
alone is fuflScicpt tp* prevent thejqi froni 
making any inquiries into the ze^l merits 
of Chriftianity, 

I went a littlp above the city to bathe 
in the TTipRis, the hummums being too 
relaxing. I had bathed in the hummums 
both at Bagdad and Mosul, which an- 
iwers very well for cleanfing the fkin> but 
I found much more beneiit from bathing 
in cold water. I took with me a guide^ 
and a fervant c;j|frying fruit and refrcih' 
Bients. . 

The city has two gates tpiJie weft ward, 
which are the only ones ever opened. 
Th^e is one to tl>e eaftward, but it 4s al- 
ways kept lliut, and we were in confe- 
quence obliged to go round greater part.pf 
the city, which covers about a fquar^ mile^ 
all the XaUs, except to the fouthward, 
' being quite' ftraight, and about a mij^ 
long. ;^bpve the w^Us, on the caft ij/ip 
oi the city, is a path cut through the 
MS folid 
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folid rock, and another leading acrofs the 
hill towards the river. On the fide of this 
path are many holes cut out of the rock, 
large enough to hold half a dozen people, 
and into many of thefe the water falls 
from the rpck perpendicularly. The lofty 
trees near the rock forming an agreeable 
Ihade, and making it a pleafant cool re- 
treat, \ve faw, as we pafled along this 
path, many Armenian women and children 
bathing. I was a little furprifed to fee 
them as fair as any in England; but 
they walk much better than the women in 
Europe, their loofc drffs allowing, free 
a6lion to the body, and they have befide 
a peculiar grace in every motion, to which 
Europeans are entire flrangers. 

Though Diarbekir is a populous city, 
provifions plentiful, good, and cheap, 
every inhabitant enjoying full liberty, and 
that it is in many other refpe6ts a defir- 
able place to live in, yet there is one 
thing which is both difagreeable and dan- 
gerous, and refle(5ls great difgrace on its 
government: the circumjacent country, to 

a con- 
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a confiderable extent, is fo much infefted 
with banditti, that no one can travel to or 
from the city without a ftrong military 
guard. 



TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 

My Tatar having procured from the 
Bafhaw an order for a guard, we fet out • 
at half paft four o'clock in the afternoon, 
without any other than our own fervants. 
A Tatar wilhed to accompany us, but I 
was abfolute in refuflng him, having he^ 
fore been detained for want of horfes when 
our party was numerous. 

We rode about five miles over a very 
rich country, the whole of which was well 
cultivated. At half paft five we arrived 
at the barracks where we were to receive 
our guard. As they were not ready, it 
was half paft feven before we fet forward. 
The guard confifted of an officer and 
fifteen men^ all well mounted and armed, 
M 4 fome 
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fome with fpears, and others with fire arms. 
For a few miles we had i tolerably good 
road, and a fine open country, with a 
good deal o '' cultivation ; .but at ten o'clock 
we entered a wild defert country, the 
grourkl of which for many miles was co- 
ven d witli large (tones, which made it 
very difacjreeable travelling. At eleven 
we croffcd the bed of a river, now dry, 
in which a large gang of banditti had 
pitched their tents. Our guard continued 
with us till midnight; but by that time 
we had got into a very good road, the 
guard, therefore, left us and returned. 
We row galloped for two hours as faft as 
the horfes could be made to go. 



WEDNESDAY, AIJGUST 2. 

Turning to the right, and pafsingovey 
fome rocky ground and a fevy hills, \ve 
afcended the mountain on which Ar- 
geenah is built, and arrived at theConac 
at ^ye o'clock in the morning. 

Arpecnah 
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Argeenah is a large and populous 
town built in, a mod extraordinary fitua*- 
lion. The mountain on which it is found-* 
ed, is much fteeper than that of Mardin, 
and cannot be afcended in frdnt. There 
is, therefore, a road up each fide of the 
mountain; and acrofs the front of it are 
little narrow tracks, fo very fteep that a 
falfe ftep would be inevitable deftru6tioa 
both to horfe and rider. What could in- 
duce the building of a town in fuch a 
iituation it is difficult to conje<3:ure. There 
is an extenfive plain below, with plenty of 
water ; yet this is left wholly without cul- 
tivation, except a little below the Ar- 
geenah mountain. 

The mountain appears at a diflance like 
a barren rock, incapable of producing any 
vegetation; and, indeed, there is no fpon- 
taneous produ<?l; but the induftry of the 
inhabitants amply repairs the deficiency* 
In many places they have gardens, pro- 
ducing various kinds of fruits and vegeta- 
bles, and in others they even carry mould 

to 



170 A JOVRNEY FROM INDIA, 

to make little artificial gardens. They 
have plenty of good water, and the moun* 
tain abounds in iron ore, in the extra6ting 
of which a great many people are em* 
ployed. 

We only refted at Aroeenah twa 
hours, fetting out again at feven o*clock 
on fre/h horfes. 

Soon after our departure we found our- 

felyes entered on a complex chain of 

mountains, fo replete with dangeroiis nar- 

^ row paffes that we were above fix hours 

before we got over them. 

A confiderable branch of the Tigris 
runs at the foot of thefe mountains, making 
a winding courfe among them. Over this 
there has formerly been a very fine bridge 
of three arches, but only one now remains 
entire. This bridge appears, by the rem- 
nant of it, to have been the handfomefl 
piece of archite(5lure that I bad feen fince 
I entered the Turkilh dominions. 

5 We 
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We crofled a mountain above Med an, 
which is commonly called Argeenah 
Med AN, leaving the town on our right. 
It is a confiderable fmelting-place^ and 
had between twenty and thirty fm^lting- 
houfes at work. They collect from the 
furrounding mountains iron, copper, and 
filver ore, and fome gold. Thefe they 
do not dig out of mines, as is the cafe 
in moft countries, but colle<5t it from the 
furface. 

We pafled feveral men and boys em- 
ployed in breaking pieces off the rocks; 
but the mountains are fo fteep, that they 
are obliged to carry the ore on the backs 
6f affes and mules. There is fcarcely any 
vegetation. The poor labouring people are 
very numerous, and go almoil naked. 

The officer who fuperintends the fmeJt» 
ing houfes is ufually efteemed the moft 
confidential fervant in the Turkifti govern- 
ment, and is perfe6tly independent of the 
Bafhaw of Diarbekir, though Medan is 
within his Pac4ialic, 

We 
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We now paiTed many dreadful preci- 
pices, the paths being frequently not more 
than a foot broad, and faw feveral flcele- 
tons of horfes that had fallen down thofe 
dangerous places. Having at length tra- 
¥elled beyond thefe mountains, we came 
into a very pleafant valley, through whiph 
the Tigris runs. Here were great nnm- 
hers of freih water turtle, fome of th^ 
rather large. I fhould imagine that they 
would be good eating, but on enquiry I 
found that the natives never killed them. 

This is the mofi weftern branch oi the 
Tigris, which rifes among fome hills 
at the head of this valley, and herefeveral 
ftreams uniting form a tolerably large riv6r* 

Having eroded the valley, we turned to 
the right over fome rugged hills, and came 
to the fide of a confiderable falt-water 
lake, fifteen miles long and about four 
broad. Though feveral iinall rivulets run 
into this lake, none run out of it. Towards 
the wefl end of it ;s a fmall ifland called 
Gurgeik, from which the lake takes its 

name. 
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name. The ifland is entirely. covered with 
houfes ; and here are great numbers of 
boats, the inhabitants receiving water and 
every neceflary from the ihore. 

We pafled the weft end of the lake at 
fun-fet; but fome of oui* horfes were fo 
much wearied, that it was with difficulty 
we could proceed; two of them, indeed, 
lAid down, and we were obliged to leav6 
thenl. 

Soon after quitting the lake we got 
agiin among fome lofty mountains, and at 
half paft twelve o'clock at night arrived at 
a large town called Germilly. Of the 
laft thirty-two hours I wa^ twenty-eight 
on horfeback, and out of the laft forty- 
two hours had only had one of fleep. 
My Titiir h^d in this rcfpe<$t greatly the 
advantage; for I have often feeh him fleep 
on horfeback when the road was good and 
we were travelling at a flow pace. 

On our arrival at the Conac, we received 
every attention that our fituation required;. 

but 
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but as our beds were on the top of tbe 
Conac In the open air, we could not deep 
after fun-rife. 



THURSDAY, AUGUST S. 

Not having been able to procure frefli 
horfes here, we fet out again at eleven 
o'clock on thofe which we brought from 
Argeenah. After riding about eight 
miles over a very beautiful and well culti- 
vated country, we reached another confi- 
derable town called Kessireek at one 
o'clock. 

Here too we were unfuccefsful in get- 
ting horfes, and we found a Bagdad Ta- 
tar, named Mala Bekir, waiting for the 
fame accommodation. He was returning 
from Constantinople to Bagdad, with 
fix loads, being twelve bales of broad cloth, 
urider his charge. For his merchandize 
and attendants he required fifteen horfes. 
I found, on enquiry, that the ufual al- 
lowance for a horfe-load of merchandizp 

from 
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from Constantinople to Bagdad is five 
hundred piaftres. 

We remained here all day under fome 
trees by the fide of a pleafant ftream, and 
at night flept upon tl\e ground in the open 
air. 

I had brought fome Hollands gin with 
me from Bagdad ; but not being much 
accuflomed to drink fpirits, I gave the 
whole of it to Mala Bekir, who foon 
got drunk with it, together with a few 
more Tatars to whom he had given fome. 
The Turks who drink fpirits are certainly 
very beaftly in their manner of ufing 
them; for be the liquor ever fo ftrong, 
they will not touch it unlefs they have 
above half a pint for a draught. 

, V 

The Armenians in this country make a 
fpirit from the grape which they call 
Rackee, and this they fell privately to the 
Turks. A young man, named Musta- 
PHA, whom my Tatar brought from Mo^ 
SUL, and intended to take to Constan- 
tinople, 
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TiNOPLE, procured fome Rackce^ witft 
which he got drunk, and behaved very ill. 
MusTAPHA was in the chara6ler of an 
upper fervant. His bufinefs was to look 
ftfter the guides^ and to drive the horfes as 
an afsiftant to my Tatar, an office for 
which he was intended in due time. He 
was the fon of the Mafter of the Conac 
at Mosul, and was taken into our fervice 
by my permifsion, on which account I 
had received many civilities from his fa* 
ther, who was particularly attentive to 
s fliew mc every thing worth feeing in Mo- 
sul. 

This mifconduft of Mustapha mdoced 
my Tatar to beat him the following morn- 
ing. Soon after he had been corre6ted, 
however, having a pair of piftols of his 
own, he attempted to fhoot the Tatar, 
but was prevented by fome of Mala 
Bekir's attendants. The piftols were now 
taken from him and broken to pieces; be 
was beaten again, and feemed to be very 
penitent and fubmifsive. This affair had 
paflcd over fome time ; but one day, hav- 
2 ^ ing 
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itig a large creefe hidden under his cloak^ . 
he got near my Tatar, and when he 
thought he had a favourable opportunity 
attempted to cut his head oflf, which he 
Certainly would have done had he not 
been prevented by another Tatar who was 
prefent, and feized his arm as he was 
making the ftrokci The two Tatars now 
feized him,. took the creefe from him^ and 
thrafhed hini moil foundly. They did not, 
however, wiih to take his life^ though hie 
well deferved it; thus difcovering much 
more forbearance than ever I expecflpd to 
have Witnefled among the Turks. Mus- 
TAPHA at laft extricated himfelf and at- 
tempted to run away ; but when he had 
got a few yards ray Tatar threw the creefe 
at himj which turning round as it flew^ 
the point of it (luck in the lower part of 
Mustapha's back* He did not die while 
we were herq j but there was not the leaft 
probability of his furviving it^ there 
being no medical afsiftance to be had* 
The creefe is a weapon which the Turks 
wear iii their cumberband, and the blade 
of which is ufually from twn and a half to 
N three 
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three feet long. They are chiefly worn 
by the poorer clafe; for thofe who can af- 
ford to purchafe more c^ftly articles wear 
a dagger and a brace of piftols. ^ The 
handle of the dagger is either ivory or 
filverj and the piftol-ftocks are moltly co- 
vered with filvcr. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 4frt 

We were ftlll detained for want of 
horfes, there being none here at prefent 
in a condition to proceed. 

Mala Bekir fet out at noon with 
mules to carry his merchandize. We re- 
mained, and received a promife of having 
as many horfes as we chofe in the evening. 

* 
Several people belonging to the town 
now brought their fpinning machines, and 
began fpinning under the fhade of the trees 
that were near us. Obferving that they 
fnade confiderable progrefs with a very 
fimple machine, I employed my leifure 
in taking a sketch of it. 

Defcriptimi 



Defmptionof a Spinning Machine j ufed at 

KESSEREEK aTirfGtRMILLY, iW ARME- 
NIA,* by which one ntafijpiiis two threads^ 
' iu^flsthe ttm t%reads he has fpun before^ 
and turns the wheel- at the fame tinie. 

^ Thi^fpinnen v 

i The wheel. 

iT The three fpindl^s. 

d The two'thfeafds fpinfting. 

if TJbeilrong line with which he turns the wheel fixed 

tOf his cu|[|ii^rban4, . and ruoatng in a Uoek 

/aftened ^a A. pofl; behind him* 
/ His former threads VitK a plummet thrown over a 

forked ftick behind him. 
g Two forked fticks over which he throws his threads 

wMileTpinjiii^g^' ^ ' 

h Another forked ftick for his former threads. . 
' The clue on which he winds his work when finiflied, 

fsflftencd by a hook to his belt or cumberband. 



i 



N. B. The threads may be as long as the fpinner 
chbofes, if the ground be fuitable. The line which 
tttifhs the wheel m.uft be twif:e the length of the ground* 
fie :joins his two threads at the end and hooks them 
to the pl^ummet, then joins his former Work, and 
l^inds it on his clue as he returns to the wheel ; then 
puts the two threads on to the third fpindle and begins 

again.; 

N 2 A Turk 
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A Turk of fome confequence in tlie 
town invited me and my Tatar to fup witlk 
him, and treated us very handfomely* 
We had piilawv cnrry^ and feverai other 
good diihesy ^nd our hofi behaved in the 
mod friendly manner. While we were at 
fupper, word was brought that our horfes 
were ready. 

At hatf part eight o'clock, we £et out 
from Kesserekk^ and for the firft fouc 
hours rode through a very populous and 
well cultivated country, at the rate of 
about five miles an hour. 

I had often had occafion to find fault 
with niy horfes, the Tatar generally tak- 
ing the bed to himfelf. For this time, 
however, a very beautiful and high-fpirited 
white Ar?ibian had fallen to my ihare. 
This I afcribed to the very good humour I 
had put my Tatar in by praifing him for 
his conducft in the hte Ikirmifh with Mus-^ 
TAPfiA; for I always obferved, that he 
was excefsively fond of flattery; ^nd to 
tell him that he was a man of courage, 

wa» 
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was enough to fweeten him for fome 
hours. Befide which, I found it very ne* 
ceflary to take his part; for, had any thing 
happened to him, I fhould have been in a 
very sTuk ward fituation, though I bad now 
acq.uiied a little of the Ja^guageu 

I often found that the vifit pai4 us by 
the Mookadar of Bagdad had been of 
great fea-yice ; for it led my Tatar to confi* 
der us all of fome confequence, and I 
often heard him niention it wjitb a dejj of 
(elf-complacencv^ 



SATURDAY, AtJGUST 5. 

About one o'clock this morning W€ 
entered a very mountainous country; and 
as our way lay through many narrow and 
dangerous pafTes, I was under great appre- 
henfions from my horfe having too much 
fpirit, as a falfe ftep would have been in- 
evitable deftru6lion to us both; yet, I 
thought it not adviffeable to check him, 
#«d very fortunately he brought me 
N 9 through 
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through all our perils without any acci- 
dent. 

At five o'clock we arrived at a large 
fmelting-town, called Gaban Medan. 
It is extremely populous, and great num- 
bers of its inhabitants are employed in 
collefting ore from the neighbouring 
mountains, as at Argeenah Medan. 
Here is alfo a very handfome mofquc, and 
a lofty minaret, both built with hewn 
ftone. "^ 

The town is feated near the bottom of 
a fteep mountain, a river running below 
it in a very deep channel, which foon 
after joins the Euphrates. We had tra- 
velled about ten miles by the fide of 
this river, pafsing many fteep precipices, 
and our* path frequently fo very narrow, 
that it was with great difficulty our horfes 
could make good' their footing. 

We left Gaban Medan at ten. o'clock, 

and foon arrived at the banks of the Eu- 

FHiisATEs, being only about a mile from 

1 the 
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the town. The river here ran in a very 
<Jeep channel, and our way Was down 
a narrow path cut through the foiid 
rock. We then crofled in a ferry-boat, 
capacious enough to carry fifteen or twenty 
liorfes. The river is at this place mujch 
larger than might be expected at fo great 
a diftance from its mouth* I drank thQ 
water, and found it had a peculiar tafte, 
wholly unlike that of any other water 
that I had ever tafted* 

After crofeing the Euphrates^ we en- 
tered a ftrait path between two lofty 
tnotintains, by which we continued af* 
cending for near two hours, keeping to 
the left as much as we could. On the top, 
to my great furprize, I foimd the ground 
highly cultivated, Proceeding a little 
farther, we reached the fy.mmits of fome 
higher mountains, on which were po figns 
of culture. From thefcj however, I had 
a moft extenfive profpeft. To the north- 
ward was a chain of exceedingly lofty 
mtountains, ranging N. W. and S. E. hav- 
ing their tops covered with fnow. Froro 
N 4 this 
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this elevation, favoured too by an atmofn 
phere perfe<Stly clear, I could trace the 
Euphrates as far as its fource. Running 
al9ng the bafes of thofe lofty mountains, 
it receives many very large ftreams that 
flow from them ; and this it is that gives it 
the appearance of extraordinary amplir 
tude near its fource. 

The Tigris, running nearly parallel, 
receives all thofe large i;ivers that flow 
from the Curdistan mountains. On our 
left, to the fouthward, were many flu- 
pendous mountains which fupply the other 
branch of the Euphrates ; for in this 
way it receives almoft the whole of its 
contents, no large rivers joining it till it 
meets the Tigris. 

We continued our route almoft due 
Weft over a very hilly country, with little 
cultivation, till feven O'clock in the even- 
ing, when we arrived at fome tents pitched 
on the top of a mountain. Here we rct- 
mained an hour to refrefli, and were vi^ 
fited by fome of the Chiefs belonging to 

the 
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0ie encampment. One of them boafted 
that he had feven wives, and enquired 
Jiow many J h^d in Enql^nd^ It muft 
be obferved, that in this country it is cuf* 
ternary for a man to have as many' wives 
as he can fupport, and the more a man 
Ifceps, the better is he refpe6ted. 

Many of the people in this country, 
tduring the fultry ifummer months, leave 
their towns and villages, . which lie chiefly 
in vallies, and encamp upon fome lofty 
Jiills, tal$:ing their flocks with them. On 
the mountains they enjoy a cooler purer 
air, and in general appear as fair and 
fuddy as the country people in £kg«* 

fANp, 

Leaving this encampment, we defcend^ 
ed fome rugged pafles by a road fp very 
bad, that it was fometimes with much 
diflSculty we could make our way. At 
ten o'clock we arrived at a fmall town 
called Emir, fituated on the weft fide of 
gyery pleafant and well cultivated valley. 
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with a very fine ftream of water running 
towards the North. Here we remained aU 
night, deeping upon the bare ground* 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 6. 

From Emir we fet out at half pall five 
o'clock. There being feveral Tatars, and 
a great many other people going our road, 
horfes were become very fcaree. My 
Tatar, therefore, got a mule to carry his 
merchandize, and, joining a large party, 
they travelled very (lowly. 

For fdme time our way lay over ftony 
ground, which made our journey fatiguing 
and unpleafant. I puihed on, however, 
with a Tatar who had only difpatches un- 
der his care, and w^s going to Hassan 
Chillaby. We pafled over a very hilly 
and woody country, with feldom any 
track to direift us* On this account we 
often loft our way; the Tatar's guide not 
being well acquainted with the copntry. 

Great 
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Great numbers of people were here emi* 
ployed in making charcoal for the ufe of 
the fmelting-houfes at Gaban Medan, 
They carry it from this place on mules ia 
panniers, and we fometimes met fifty or 
fixty in a drove laden with it. 

Many of the peafantry here fix their 
dwellings by the fide of a hill, the top of 
the houfe being even with the ground; 
and I have often ridden over the top of a 
houfe without knowing it, and have with 
difficulty avoided falling through. 

Atone o'clock we 'arrived at the en- 
campment of Hassan Chillaby; for 
here alfo the inhabitants, having quitted 
the town, which was about two miles dif- 
tant, had encamped on a hill. 

I now found that we could not proceed 
farther without a very fixong guard. 

The people belonging to the tent 
wherein we refted were very attentive, 
and I was fortunate in cultivating the 

friendfhip 
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friendftiip of the women, who took fome 
pains to provide fuch food and refre(h-r 
ffaent as they thought I fhould like befl* 
J had alfo a favpurable opportunity of ob* 
fcrving their manners and cuftoms. 

The whole of the cattle belonging to 
lliefe encampments are driven every morn- 
ing into fuch of the vallies as contain the 
greateft plenty of water and vegetation, 
where they are watched all day by two or 
three perfons employed for that pui'pofe, 
and in the evening are brought baqk again. 
, The tents are always pitched in a circle, and 
the cattle remain all night in the centre. 

The people rife at dawn of day, and the 
firft employment of the women is to milk; 
their cows and goats, which are immedi<> 
ately fent off again to pafture. The wo^ 
men then put the milk into a fort of bottle 
made of a goat's (kin, every part of which 
is fewed up, except the neck ; btit when 
they are churning, the neck is tied with 
. a firing clofe and tight enough to prevent 
%hc piilk gunning out. They then fix 

^hreq 
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three ftrpAg flicks in the ground, in a form 
fomething like what we often ufe in raifing 
weights, only on a fmaller fcale, Froii^ 
thefe they fufpend the goat's-lkin tied by 
each end, and continue ihaking it back- 
ward and forward till it becomes butter j 
and they eafily know when it is ready by 
the noife it makes. They then empty the 
fkin into a large veffel, fkim oiF the butter, 
put hot water into the Ikin to clean it, 
and hang it up to dry* 

Befide this employment, they have alfa 
to bake bread every morning for the day*s 
confumption ; for all this work is performed, 
by the women. The bread is baked on 
large iron plates, as in many parts of Eu- 
rope; but ftiould any of the women hap- 
pen to lie longer than ufual in the mora- 
ing, fo as not to be able to get their work 
done before the fun becomes hot, they 
not only have to work in the fun^ but 
are heartily laughed at by better houfe- 
wives. 

. ^ \ V The 
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The principal men who have many 
wives keep them in tents in a particular 
part of the encampment. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 7. 

It took up a long time to provide fuch 
a number of horfes as were now wanted ; 
for in our train were forty borfe-loads of 
lilver from Argeenah Medan, for Con- 
stantinople. The guard amounted to 
fifty ho^pfemen; but the filvCT was under 
the immediate care of two Tatars and an 
officer of diflindion. The troops were 
commanded by three elderly men. 

The whole party fet out at eight o'clock 
in the morning. The troops fcoured the 
country on each fide of the road, going at 
full fpeed into every inlet where they 
could expe<a to find any of the banditti 
that infeft this country* 

About 
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About four miles from Hassan Chil- 
LABY, we found neither cultivation nor 
inhabitants, though there is plenty of 
good water, and the foil appears favour- 
able for culture. 

We met a caravan going to Diarbekir,. 
and I had the favour with my Tatar of 
drinking coffee with the Chief. 

The caravan conilfted of horfes, afles, 
and mules, camels not being able to thrid 
many of the fteep narrow paiTes with 
which this country abounds. 

For about fifteen miles my Tatar and I 
kept company with our guards; but we 
then pu/hed on at a brifk gallop for about 
feven more; and at one o'clock arrived at 
Hadj££ Khan. 

# 
This is a large village lying in a valley* 
The land is well cultivated for about half 
a mile round it; but the inhabitants in 
general are very poor, and much addidled 
to thieving. 

TVESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 8. 

We fet out this morning at half pail 
five o'clock with the filver, having the 
fame guard as jrefterday. The firft part of 
this day's journey w^s over a hilly coun-i 
try, and the horfes with the filver tra- 
velling very flowly, I went before the reft 
at an eafy trot till I got about two miles 
before them, when I came to fome lofty 
mountains, from which I had a very ex- 
tenfive profpe^t. The face of the coun- 
try, however, had not a very favourable 
appearance, being chiefly mountainous, 
except to the N. W* which exhibited a 
very extenfive plain without any. cultiva- 
tion, and over which lay our road* On 
this plain were three encampments^ 
pitched in a triangle. Two of thefe were 
near the path, but I continued my route 
at about two,miles before the reft of the 
company, not having any idea that I was 
in danger* 

Whea 
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When I got abreaft of the firft encamp- 
'Xnent, an officer and fix men from the 
guard came up to me on full gallop, and 
faid that the people in the encampment 
would cut my throat. . They took hold of 
my bridle and wanted me to return ; but 
thinking it ufelefs, as a part of the guard 
were now in fight, I remained here till the 
whole of our party came up. A few men 
came from the encampment and converfed 
with the officer. They were remarkably 
(Irong hardy-looking fellows, but had a 
fomething in their countenances which 
feenied to indicate that they did not get 
their livelihood very honeftly. 

Having enquired who I was, the officer 
told them that I was an Englifli Confiil, 
that being the title which I bore in the 
firmaun. The men examined the arms of 
our guard yery attentively, and wifhed to 
lay hold of fome of them, but the guards 
would not fuffer it. I was not under the 
leaft apprehenfion of their doing me any 
perfonal injury, even before the military 
came up; for in cafe they bad attacked 

O me 
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tae I (hould not hare attempted to refiftj 
but I thought it prudent afterwards to^ 
keep near my Tatar* 

On our reaching the fecond encamp-^ 
ment, four men, armed with fabres and 
piftols, flood in the way to oppofe our 
/pafsing; and as we rode up, they feized 
my bridle, my Tatar's, and thofe of two 
other Tatars in company, who were all 
riding abreaft a little before the militar}^ 
I was perfe6lly pafsive, not fuppofing that 
they could mean to rob us, as the military 
were only a few yards behind. A fcuffle, 
however, enfued; but the guard coming 
tip refcued me. The man who had held 
my bridle in one hand had a drawn fabre 
in the other; but on one of the officers 
telling him that I was an Englifh Conful, 
he immediately let go the bridle. I had 
my piflols ready, and was prepared to have 
ihot my opponent, had any of the Tatars 
fired ; but I did not think it proper to be- 
^in, not knowing the intentions of thefe 
people. One of the Totals cocked a pif- 
tol to (hoot a youn^ man who feemed to 

b& 



be Very violent; but the military inter- 
fering prevented him. The young man^ 
however, continuing to threaten the Ta^ 
lar with his fabre, the guard, by order o£ 
one of the offifcers, furrounded him in 
fuch a manner with their fpears and fabres, 
that had he moved an inch he muft have 
been killed. In that Situation we left 
them ; but they foon after came up with 
tiis, and had not put the yeimg man to 
death as I €xpc6led» 

Thefe people feem to be mort violent 
againft the Tatars, who frequently pafs 
through the country without paying any 
tribute i for, being the meffengers of go-* 
vernment, they think they ought to be 
exempt. The people here had demanded 
fifteen piaftres from each Tatar, who, 
having fuCh a ftroftg guard with them^ 
boldly refufed. The young man whom I 
have juft mentioned as having been more 
violent than the rfeft, had lately had a 
brother fliOt by a Tatar* 

O 2 This 
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.This is a very cxtenfive uncultivated 
plain, and contain^ neither fheep nor cat- 
tle but what belong to thefe banditti* 
The ground, however, being favourable to 
tilting, and the horfes with the filver tra- 
velling very flowly, our guards made fe- 
veral matches. They would fometimes 
draw out of the ranks half a dozen on 
each fide, and throw blunted fpears, at 
which exercife thefe men are wonderfully 
dexterous, being able to pick up fpears 
from the ground without quitting their 
horfes* They have alfo a particular me- 
thod of avoiding thpir opponents fpears by 
hanging down on the oppofite fide of the 
horfe, and thus expofing only one foot, 
yet at the fame time going on full gallop. 
But though the men are at this exercife 
fo much fuperior to. Europeans, I was even 
more entertained by obferving the motions 
of the horfes, fome of which were beau- 
tiful white Arabians. The horfeman makes 
very little ufe of the reins on thefe occa- 
fions, and the horfe is governed by the 
motions of the rider's body. If the latter 

lean 
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lean towards the right or left, the horfe 
will turn to that fide, and if the motion 
be quick will gallop full fpeed. If the 
rider lean forward, the horfe gallops 
ftraight on ; and if the man raife his body 
upright, the horfe, though at that time on 
full fpeed, will flop in a moment, without 
the rider touching the bridle. 

At about fix miles diftance from the fe- 
cond encampment, we approached an- 
other, the Chief of which came to us 
alone, and demanded money from our 
commanding officer, which was refufed. 
He got, however, a few piaftres from my 
Tatar. 

We then continued unmolefted till we 
got within about two miles of Delecte- 
TAS, when we obferved fome men armed, 
on horfeback, purfuing us at full fpeed 
from the fecond encampment, where it 
will be remembered we had the difpute. 
The Tatars, being much frightened, fet 
out full gallop for Delectetas, and as I 
3 was 
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was drefled in the fame manner, an4 
thought they might take me for a Tatar^ 
I pufhed on with them, leaving the milit 
tary drawn up to receive them\ 

We arrived at Delectetas at two 
o'clock, and the Tatars hid themfelves fo^^ 
fome time, left they Ihoqld be purfued in-! 
to the town, 

When the banditti caine up with the 
military, and found that the Tatars ha4 
rode off, they returned, Thefe people 
always keep a number of hprfes near theiy 
tents to be mounted at a fhort notice, ap^ 
fome pf tliem ready bridled and faddled^ 

The military themfelves were very im-. 
portunate for moqey, and I have, not un-i 
frequently, been fei?ed by fome of the 
common foldiers, but they were alvv^ays 
fatisfied if I only gave them a few paras. 
This indeed was ainioft always the. cafe 
wheq they could find me alone ; and eveq 
the officers were iiot above af|s:ing for ma- 
5 fley;^ 
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ney; but as I did not. expert any harlh 
treatment from them, I always referred' 
Ihem to my Tatar. 

Delectetas is a fmall town, (ituated 
on the fide of a mountain, in a barren 
country, and having little cultivation about 
ft in proportion to the number of its in- 
habitants. Here is plenty of good water; 
and in the middle of the town is a larg^ 
fquare ftone buildings This, as I have 
obferved firailar ftru6tures in feveral towns, 
J am inclined to think is intended as bar- 
racks for foldiers, having a great number 
of fire-placeis in them* 

Many of the inhabitants have flacks of 
corn on the tops of their houfes. Here 
3^1fo were fome flacks of hay, being the 
firil that I had feen in Asia, a proof that 
the winter is very fevere among thefe 
mountains. 



O 4 WEDNESDAY. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 

We fet out from Delectetas at feven 
o'clock this morning, mounted on very 
fine horfes, and with the fame military 
guard as before, 

* On leaving Delectetas, we had very- 
rough roads among fome fteep mountains 
covered with fir-trees. Beyond thefe, we 
crofled an extenfive uncultivated plain, 
fimilar to that we had come over the day 
before. 

After pafsing fome moft dangerous 
places, where, in cafe we had been attacked 
by banditti, we could neither have pufhed 
forward nor returned to oiir guard, we gal- 
loped a few miles, accompanied by one of 
the military officers who had the care of 
piy perfon. 

At ten o'clock we arrived at a town 

called Ulla^h, pleafaotly fituated by the 

5 fide 
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iide of a river which flows from the moun- 
tains we had pafled, and runs into the 
river Casalmack, Between the town 
and fome mountains to the northward are 
two fait lakes, one about three miles in 
circumference, the other about two. From 
Ullash, in the neighbourhood of which 
there is a great deal of cultivation, we de- 
parted at eleven o'clock. Our efcort 
had taken a different route, going between 
the mountains on our right and the two 
fait liakes. We overtook them in an hour, 
but did not remain with them long. I 
obferved feveral other 4akes of the fame 
kind oh our left, which are very eafily 
diftinguilhed, their (hores being crufted 
with fait. 

We now pafled over feveral fine plains, 
though wholly uncultivated, and at two 
o'clock ifcended fome very high moun- 
tains, from which I hstd an exteniive prof- 
pe6l. On our right to the northward were 
feveral large towns, and a fine well culti- 
vated country. Beyond that was an ex* 

ceeding 
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ceeding lofty mountain covered with (now^ 
from which the river Casalmack takes 
its rife. I have rarely witneffed a more 
beautiful profpe6i: than- I had from this 
mountain, particularly over the country 
%o the North, the winding ftreaifts of the 
river Casalmaci^ eprichipg the fcene. 

On the top of thefe njowntains the road 
was tolerably fmooth, and our horfes being 
good we gallopped as faft as they could go, 
land pafled over much ground in a (hort 
time. At three o'clock we defcended by 
a very fteep roadg and, after crofsing the 
river Casa^mack by a neat ftone bridge 
of three arches, arrived at Sivas, 

SiVAS is a very large populous town, 
and exceedingly well watered, having fe-^ 
veral fountains and a great many clear 
ilreams running through it, It is feated 
on the weft fide of a very fertile valley, 
which is aln^oft furrounded by lofty 
mountains, haying no opening except 
where the river rwps in and out, through 

a veijy 
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a very narrow channel between two deep 
Jbills, Here ^we two ftone bridges at about 
9 mile diilance from each other, 

^ Great quantities of corn grow in this 
valley, but not much fruit, excepting 
plums, apples^ and pears; but pf gardeii 
vegetables there is great abundance. In 
the palddle of the town are fome very 
extenfive gardens; and on an artificial hilj 
is an old c^ftle now tumbling in tp ruins. 

Though the neighbourhopd furnifhea 
plenty of good materials for building, the 
Jioufes in general have a very ordinary ap^ 
pearance,. a great quantity of unfquared 
timber being en^ployed to fupport an im-. 
rnenfe weight pf ftpne and clay, with 
\vhich the houfes are covered, The inha»r 
bitants appear to enjoy much liberty; nor 
^re the women confined, as in fpme large 
pities to the eaftwayd, 

SivAS is nearly as large as Liverpool, 

<*on tains as many houfes, apd is, I tiiink, 

* fHlly as populous, Though moft of the 

^ private 
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private houfes are but indifferent ftru(5i:ures, 
many of the public buildings are elegant, 
and fome of the minarets very lofty. 

This might be faid to be the firft civi- 
lized place we had met with fince we lefl 
Gaban Medan ; for the greateft part of 
that extenfive country through which we 
had paffed is infefted by numerous tribes 
of roving banditti, who, like many of the 
Arab tribes, have no fixed habitation, nor 
ever continue long in one place ; and even 
the military are afraid to moleft them. 
The fmall towns we had come through 
were little more than military ftations, 
where troops are always kept for the pur- 
pofe of conducing thofe who travel under 
the protection of the government. From 
this place to Constantinople no guard 
is neceflary, and the forty loads of filver 
required only the officer and the two Ta- 
tars to prote6t it. 



THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 

Wk were detained for yv^ant of horfqs 
till nine o'clock this evening, when, late 
as it was, we fet out from Sivas, accom- 
panied by twelve more Tatars. Soon after 
we had left the town we afcended fome 
very lofty mountains^ on the top of which 
was a plain for a few mileis ; but we foon 
got again among fteep heights, and conti- 
nued travelling as faft as the road would 
permit. At day-break we arrived at the 
foot of a very lofty mountain, in the fhape 
of a fugar-loaf; which, notwithftanding 
our then very elevated fituation, appeared 
as high above us as any mountain in Eng*. 

LAND. 

We continued among thefe height^ 
till, ten o'clock, when we defcended 
through fome fteep narrow paffes and ar- 
rived at TocAT, 

Throughout 



Throughout this ftage the roads wfcitJ 
tolerably good, Confidering the face of the 
country ; and we had not fo many fright- 
ful precipices to pafs as in the. neighboui^-^ 
hood of Medan* There was only one 
indeed that could be reckoned dangerous^ 
and that was over a (lone bridge of two 
arches near the higheft mountain. One 
of the arches was nearly down, having 
only a very narrow path Handing, that 
fcarcely left room for a horfe, and no pa- 
rapet to prevent accident. 

TocAT is about the fize of Sivas, but 
has a much better appearance than any 
town that 1 had before feen in the Turkifli 
dominions* The houfes are all tiled, and 
chiefly built with wood. Here was the 
greateft abundance of fruits that I ever 
faw, and remarkably fine in their kind j 
the grape vines, in particular, were abun- 
dant and excellent* The Armenians, who 
are very numerous here, make an excel- 
lent red wine, of a flavour fomething like 
claret, but much ftronger. I fent my 

Tataf 



Tatir to purchafe fome, and he brought 
about two gallons, taking care alfo to pur- 
chafe as much rackee. On tafting the 
wine I found it had a very ftrong body, 
and did not drifik above half a wine glafs* 
There were a great many Tatars and Turk^ 
in company, who laughed very heartily 
at my drinking wine, obferving, that I 
drank it like coffee. They would not 
tafte it, unlefs they had at leaft a pint to 
take off at a draught, and with the wine 
and rackee they all got drunk. 

I now went into the Bazar to buy fome 
fruit, and found that I could purchafe for . 
the value of a farthing as much as a man 
could eat of either mulberries, pears, ap- 
ples, peaches, or apricots; and thofe, iit 
general, much finer in their kind thai? 
ever I faw in Europe. 

The town is furrounded by eminences, 
and is well watered. On the top of a 
lofty rocky mountain, on the weft fide 
of the town, are" the remains of an old 

caftk. 
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caftle, part of the wall of which has been 
built on the edge of a very fteep rock, 
and much of it has fallen down the pre-- 
ciplce. 

W4)at could have induced the early in- 
habitants of thefe countries to build in 
fuch fituations I cannot imagine. I have 
generally obferved the ruins of caftles in 
fituations very difficult of accefs, and 
with their fronts always on the edge of a 
frightful precipice. Every neceflary muft 
have been conveyed into them with much 
trouble, except water, which is always 
plenty among high mountains. They have 
been all built with hewn ftone, but have 
not fuch heavy mafly walls as we often 
jneet with among ancient ruins in other 
parts of the world. They appear to have 
been built with a tafte almoft equal to our 
beft pieces of modern architedlure. 



FRIDAY, 
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-FRIDAY, AUGUST 11; ' 

We fet out, a very large pafty^ from 
TocAT at half paft four o'clock this after- 
noon; and, being all badly mounted, and 
the greater part drunk, made a curious 
figure as we rode through the town. The 
ftreets being much crowed, the Tatars 
roared like fo many bulls for the people to 
clear the p^flage, every one being obliged 
to give way to them, as in England to 
the mail toaches; and if they were not 
very quick in getting out of the road, 
they were furfe to feel fome of the Tatars 
long whips; ^ 

From the town to the banks df the river 
Casalmack, about a mile, is entirely co- 
vered with gardens and orchards. We 
forded the Casalmack, andj turning 
nearly due Weft, travelled for about 
eighteen miles through one of the mbft 
beautiful vales I ever faw. The richnefs 
©f the foil, and the great number of in- 
P habitants. 
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habitants, has compelled them to partition 
thpjand; a circumllance that I had never 
before obferved fince I left India, except 
in the cafe of gardens and orchards. The 
river Casalmack runs through this vale, 
and the hills on each fide are covered with 
trees. We turned to our right, and after 
crofsing fome woody heights, arrived at 
half pad nine o'clock at a fmall town 
called AssiN, in which flands a large 
fquare (lone building as at Delectetas. 



SATURDAY, AUGUST 12. 

W£ fet out this morning from As&in at 
five o'clock, and a little below the town 
crofled, by a wooden bridge, a river that 
runs into the Casalmack^ We now 
took a courfe nearly due. Eaft, having 
high mountains on each fide covered with 
trees. We then turned to the North up a 
valley, which interfec5led this range of 
hills on our left, and continued for about 
five miles. 



At 
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At the head of this valley \vas a coffee- 
houfe, where we refted a ftiort time and 
drank coffee. Our party, not having heerf 
able to get either wine or rackee fince we 
left To CAT, were all become pretty fober 
again. 

We now croffed fome very high hills at 
the head of this valley, thickly covered 
with trees, and entered a fine wfell culti-i 
vated vale, lying Eaft and Weft. We 
turned to our left down this vale, the hills 
on each fide covered with wood, and when 
we had travelled about fifteen miles turned 
again to the No^th over fome lofty moun- 
tains, among which We continued till we 
defcended to Amasia, where we arrived 
at two o'clock ; though fome of our horfes 
were fo much tired that we had beea 
obliged to leave them in the mountains* * 

For nearly a mile above the town was a 

deep valley, in which were many gardens 

and orchards. There was alfo a fine 

ftream of water running from the moun- 

P 2 tains 
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' tains that we had come over, on wl 
were feveral mills. 

•^ 

Am A SI A is a very extenfive and 
lous town, nearly as large as Tocat, 
is furrounded by many lofty rugged miSi 
tains. The faces of fome of thefe m< 
tains have nearly half a mile of ai 
perpendicular height; and in one. of -t 
are feveral places cut in the folid r< 
fimilar to a Hindoo Pagoda, and^^ 
can only be approached by little naf| 
pafles cut through the rock. 

The river Casalmack runs tl 
Amasi A, but cannot be feen atone 
for more than the length of ttte 
making a circuitous courfe amoaj^^ipic 
mountains, and running in a deep^til^ 
channel both above and below thet^mm. 
It is here a very large river, but: tnuch 
too rapid for navigation. i r/X 

' The town is well watered, "partieul^y 

the lower parts, by means of large vHs^^ 

.J near 
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near thirty feet in diameter. Thefe are 
turned by the ftream, having a great many 
large buckets fattened to them. As the 
wheel turns round, thofe buckets empty 
themfelves into troughs fixed within a 
few feet as high as the wheel. By this 
method Ihey are enabled to keep up a con- 
tinual ft ream of water, which is conveyed 
by pipes from the troughs to the hum-^ 
mums, fountains, &c. 

The houfes in Amasia are moftly built 
with wood, but many with ftone, and co- 
vered with tiles as at Tocat. The greater 
part of the inhabitants being Chriftians, 
here is only one mofque, ^nd two lofty 
minarets, all built with hewn ftone, and 
very handfome ftrudures. The dome of 
* the mofque is covered with lead. 

The hummums are yery extenfive^ and 
built with hewn ftone. Before thefe are 
fome pleafant walks, with feveral rows of 
trees, and the whole is furrounded by a 
lofty wall. 

P 3 ' The 
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The town can only be approached by 
two narrow paflTes, one toward the North, 
and another toward the South ; and thefe 
are (b very rugged, narrow, and fleep, 
that they might be eafily defended by a 
very fmall force. 

They make here a very good white 
wine, fomething like Iherry, and very 
ftrong. With this and rackee our whole 
party again got drunk. A SiVAS Tatar, 
nariied Suliman, who had accompanied 
lis from SiVAS, attempted to fhoot an- 
other Tatar who was returning from Con-» 
STANTiNOPLE, but was prevented by the 
reft interfering. It is impofsible to de- 
fcribe the confufion among thofe people 
when they quarrel. Upon the flighteft 
provocation they have immediate. recourfe 
to their arms, for they are never without 
a brace of piftols and a dagger by their 
fide, I have feen many quarrels among 
them, and feme of the party Severely 
wounded, but never remember any to have 
been killed upon the fpot. 

My 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 215 

My Tatar not being quite ready, I fet 
out at feven o'clock in the evening with a 
Turjc who had accompanied us from SiVAS. 
He had four horfes under his care, one for 
his guide, one for himfclf, and two with 
each a pair of leather bags, but not heavy. 
He came under the prote<5tion of Sun- 
MAN, the Tatar. This Turk was as fond 
of wine and rackee as any of them, an4 
was reckoned by the Turks a very line 
linger. Whenever we entered or left a 
town, he woyld fing and roar loud enough 
to be heard a mile. I have frequently 
feen the people run out of doors in great 
jiumbers to hear him. 

Soon after we had left the Conac, our 
Turk having drank as much wine and 
rackee as rendered it fomewhat difficult for 
him to keep on horfeback, he began finging 
and roaring, and whipping his guide; fo 
that before we got out of Am a si a the guide 
wilhed to return, but the Turk would not 

permit him. 

« 

P 4 We 
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. We afcended a very lofty mountain to- 
wards the northern pafs, and before we 
got to the top it became very dark. As 
we came near a fpring of water, the guide 
faid that he wanted to drink. Putting, 
therefore, the fore-horfe's bridle into the 
Turk's hand, to hold till he returned, he 
availed himfelf of the darknefs of the 
pight to run away unperceived. We . 
waited for him fonie time, but at laft, fuf- 
pedling the cafe, purfued our journey. 
The Turk leading three horfes, we with 
fome difficulty got to the top. Here we 
foon loft our road, but were fortunate 
enough to difcover a light about eleven 
o'clock, which we found proceeded from 
a fmall encampment, where fome of the 
inhabitants pf Amasia were employed in 
getting in their harveft. I was very happy 
to meet with thefe people ; for the Turk 
being flill drunk, the night dark, and the 
ground fteep, I found myfelf very unplear 
/antly fituated. Even after we difgovered 
the light, we had to defcend fome very 
fteep places before we could reach it. When 

wc 
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we had got to the encampment, we tied 
the five horfes together^ and went to fleep 
upon the ground. 



StrNDAY, AUGUST 13. 

The Turk having been much refrefhed 
by his fleep, at half paft two o'clock we 
got ready, it being now a little moonlight, 
and by the afsiftance of one of the people 
belonging to the encampment we got into 
the right road. It was, very rough and 
fteep for fome time, and I was glad when 
it became day-light. At length we got 
'from among thefe dangerous fteeps, and 
defcended into an extenfive uncultivated 
yale about fifteen miles over. We gal- 
loped moft of the way aqrofs this vale, tlie 
Turk leading the horfes, and I a6ling the 
part of a Tatar, in whipping the horfes to 
Jceep them on a gallop. We arrived at 
M ARsi WAN at half paft fix o'clock, where 
we found the reft of our party. Our 
Jborfes were completely knocked up; even 

mine. 
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mine, though a very good one, was, by 
galloping from one fide to. the other to 
whip the horfes, become fo weary, that I 
was afraid I ihould have been obliged to 
leave him before we reached Marsiwan. 
The Turk feenied much gratified by the 
afsiftance I had given him. 

Marsiwan is a town nearly as large as 
SiVAS, and fituated near the foot of fome 
woody mountains on the north fide of this 
extenfive vale. It is well watered, and 
abounds with corn, as well as moft kinds 
of fruits, which were now ripe. They 
have many vineyards near the town, and 
make a very good red wine fimilar to that 
which we had at Tocat. The Turk who 
had accompanied nie from Amasia again 
got drunk, and roared till he became ex^ 
ccfsively difordered in his ftomach. 

We fet out again from Marsiwan at 
eight o'clock, and continued on the north 
fide of the vale for about twenty miles. 
At the wefl: end is a town called Ajamqub, 

fituated 
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fituated in a very fine country; we did 
"tiot^ however, go through this town, but 
pafled it on our left. 

We now turned to the northward, and 
entered a very hilly woody country, 
thriddrng feveral fteep and narrow pafles 
by the fide of a river, fome of which were 
fo lofty and fteep as to make my head 
giddy. 

We met with little cultivation after wc 
pafled AjAMQUE, till we arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Osmanjike, which we 
xeached at feven o'clock. 

The town of Osmanjike is built round 
a deep rocky mount, on the top of which 
alfo fome houfes have been ere6led. It is 
a tolerably large town, and ftands on the 
banks of the river Atoezu. 

We fet out again at eight o'clock in 

Ihe evening, and crofled the river over a 

neat ftone bridge of fifteen arches. We 

then continued on the weftern banks of 

2, the 
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the river, and rode very faft over much 
rough and woody ground. It was very 
dark till the moon rofc ; but we continued 
to ride as faft as our horfes could go till 
half paft twelve o'clock, when we arrived 
at a fmall town called Hadjee Hamza. 
This ftage was thirty miles. 



MONDAY, AUGUST 14. * 

We fct out this morning from Hadjee 
Hamza at fix o'clock, and continued for 
about an hour on the banks of the river 
Atoezu, We then found the river take 
a turn to the northward, being joined by 
another confiderable one that flows from 
the weft ward. We forded the latter, and 
continued on the north fide of it for two 
hours. The country through which we 
paflcd was very hilly and woody ; near the 
river were fevcral padd jv grounds, and as 
much cultivation as the face of the coun- 
try would permit. We rpde brifkly all the 
morning, and at ten o'clock arrived J^t 
TosiA, a neat town built on the fide of a 

hill, 
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hill, at the foot of which is a fiije fertile 
country. This ftage was twenty- feven 
miles. 

Quitting TosiA at one o'clock, we 
pafled feveral vineyards, and then got into 
a very hilly woody country. We travelled 
fometime by the fide of a river, on the 
banks of which were a few paddy grounds 
in fuch fpots as were capable of cultiva- 
tion. We rode brifl^ly the greatefl part of 
this ftage, and arrived at feven o'clock at 
a fmall town called Cojasate, fituated in 
a barren hilly country. The Conac here 
is a new building, and had better accom- 
modations than I had met with fince I 
left Bagdad. 

From Cojasate we fet out at ten 
o'clock at night. Till the moon rofe, it 
was very dark, and the roads bad. The 
Tatars galloped as faft as they could, and 
in about an hour we got out of the bad 
road into a country rather hilly, but per- 
fe6lly clear from wood. In defcending a 
hill, a horfe fell down and broke one of 

his 
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his fore-legs. He was loaded with a pair 
of leathern bags belonging to the Sivas 
Tatar SuLiM an; 'the trappings were im- 
mediately taken ofF.the horfe, and put on 
ifnother; fo that we were not detained 
many minutes. Leaving the horfe upon 
the ground, we fet out again, the road, 
becoming tolerably good, except being 
rather hilly. We continued to ride as faft 
as our horfes could go, and in two hours 
after the firft accident, galloping full 
fpeed down a hill, another horfe fell, 
broke his neck, and died inftantly. We 
were not, however, much detained by this 
accident, having plenty of fpare horfes; 
but rode more moderately after the fecond 
accident, and arrived at half pad two 
o'clock at Carachurin. This ftage was 
twenty-eight miles. 

CaraOhurin is a large ftraggling town 
built on both fides of a rivulet between two 
hills. The houfes in general very mean^ 
and badly built. They are only one ftory 
high, and kave flat roofs. 

TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 

We departed thence at half pad four 
o'clock, and foon aft6r we had left the 
town entered a fine open champaign coun- 
try. The roads being very good, we ar- 
rived at CoRREGELAR at fix o'clock, being 
cm\y twelve miles. 

This is a fmall and ill-built town, con*- i 
taining about two thoufand inhabitants, 
who are chiefly employed in cultivating 
the neighbouring plains. Want of frelh 
horfes detained us here till one o'clock, 
when we again fet out, and, after travelling 
over a fine cultivated open country for 
twelve iriiles, arrived at half pa ft tv^^o 
o'clock at Serkees, a fmall but neat 
town, many of the houfes being built 
with hewn ftone. We dined here, and 
fet out again on the fame horfes at three 
o'clock, 

We 
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We rode/ briikly over a fine well cultJ* 
vated countty till five o'clock, when rwef 
got among fome very fteep mountains, 
great part of the road over which was fo 
dangerous, that one, falfe ftep of the horfe 
would have plunged us from the height of 
at leaft three hundred yards into a river. 

Quitting at length thefe dangerous 
pafles, we entered a fine open country on 
our right, where was a fmall town by the 
fide of a riven We turned, however, to 
the left, and arrived at Bainder at fix 
o'clock. This ftage was eighteen miles* 

Bainder is a fmall town, but Hands 
on an eminence, and at a diftance has 
a very pretty appearance. The mofque 
is an indifferent building, but the minaret 
is very hand fome and lofty ; and the houfes 
are chiefly built with wood. 

We left Bainder on frefh horfes at ten 
g'clock; arid, though it was very dark till 
tlie moon rofe, and the roads indifferent, 

we 
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We reached Jeredarc at half pafl: two in 
the morning, without meeting with any 
accident* 



WEDNE;SbAY, AUGUST 10* 

On our arrival at Jeredarc, we met 
with good accommodations* The town is 
in an elevated Situation, being almoft at 
the top of a high hill, and it being a cool 
morning they had a good fire in the Co- 
nac, and the people were civil and atten* 
live. • 

The town is large,. and has a good Ba* 
zar, well fupplied* They excel here in 
manufa6turing leather, and many other 
articles; and there are alfo feveral copper 
manufactories* 

The houfes have a fingular appearance^ 
being in general built with large round 
trees let into each other at the ends, and 
the crevices filled up with clayi Very 

Q few 
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few houfes are tiled , being chiefly covered 
with deal boards. 



We left Jeredarc at feven o'clock, 
and for the firft five miles pafled through a 
hilly woody country. We then entered 
a very fine* cultivated vale, furrounded 
with hills covered with wood. In the 
midfl of this vale is a fine lake of freOi 
water. 

Here is a great deal of com ; the coun- 
try is cultivated nearly the whole way to 
BoLi ; and it appeared to me to produce 
more corn, in proportion to the extent of 
land, than I had feen in any part of Eng- 
land. Here was alfo abundance of fruiU 
of various kinds. 

After pafsing feveral villages both to 
the right arid left, we arrived at Boli at 
two o'clock.- This ftage is forty miles. 

About half way between Jeredarc 
and Boli I obferved fome ruins, of which 

moil 
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moft of the ftone was marble. Much of 
it appearing to have been cut in a ftile of 
workmanftiip fuperior to any Turkifh ma- 
fonry that I had yet feen, I was induced 
to take a nearer view, and rode among^he 
ruins. On one marble column I faw fe-. 
veral Greek letters, but much defaced. I 
was able, however, to trace the word Zsug^ 
and am perfuaded, that could I have 
fpared time, I might have been able to 
have made out great part of the infcrip- 
tion. My Tatar and the reft of the party 
had left me behind, and I was in confe* 
quence prevented from flopping fo long as 
I could have wiflied. About three miles. 
nearer Boli,' on the right fide of the road, 
are fome more ruins, with walls of an ex- 
traordinary thicknefs ; but I did not obferve 
any thing interefling among them, and 
therefore "paffed on. 

BoLi is a large town in a fertile fitua- 
tion. It contains, however, nothing 
worthy of particular notice. The mofques, 
minarets, and hummums, are all very or- 
dinary buildings.* The public edifices are 
Q 2 nume. 
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numerous, and the town is well fupplied 
with good water. 

From Bo LI we fet out on frefh horfes 
at half paft feven o'clock. It became 
very dark in about an hour, at which time 
we entered. a large ^foreft, wherein we 
continued for twenty-five miles. This, 
my reader may imagine, was difagree- 
able enough; for the night was fo dark, 
that I could fcarcely fee my horfe's head 
and was frequently in danger of being 
knocked out of my feat by the branches of 
trees. It was with fome difficulty that our 
party could keep together, and the road 
was fometimes fo very fteep, that I could 
fcarcely fit my horfe. 



THURSDAY, AUGUST 17. 

In this extenfive foreft we continued till 
we nearly reached Duchea, at which 
place . we arrived at two o'clock, aifter 
fording a large ri ver. This ftage was thirty- 
fix miles. 

DuCHEA 
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DucHEA is a /mall village fituated in a 
very fertile country, but entirely fur- 
rounded by large forefts. 

"Wc departed thence at fix o'clock^ and 
foon entered a woody country with very 
little cultivation. On our road we met a 
hundred horfemen conducting \a Turkilh 
Bafhaw, who rode in, the centre of the 
troops in a palanquin carried by four 
mules, two before and two behind. The 
palanquin was flung fo as to be eafy in 
every pofition. 

We foon entered another thick foreft, 
fimilar to that which we had pafled 
through the night before. In this we had 
to travel about twenty miles, and arrived 
at HiNDAK at half paft twelve o'clock. 
This ftage is twenty-feven milest 

HiNDAK is an inconfiderable town, fitu- 
ated in a valley amid large forefts, and 
contains nothing worthy of particular no- 
tice. 

Q 3 It 
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It was half pad five o'clock before we 
were able to procure freih horfes here; 
and feeing nothing but forefts around us, 
I was unwilling to proceed, as it would 
be dark long before we could reach 
Sabanja, and I recolledted the many 
dangers we had efcaped the preceding 
night; but after being well affured by the 
Tatars that the road was tolerable, 1 con* 
fen ted to proceed. 

For the firft three hours we travelled 
through a woody country, partly culti- 
vated in the interjacent vallifes. 

We now pafled upwards of a thoufand 
buffaloes carrying fhip-timber to Con- 
stantinople from the forefls through 
which we had travelled. Some of the 
timbers were remarkably fine; and the 
whole had been fquared and formed in the 
forefls, where we had feen many fawyers 
at work as we came through. 

> '••■ . 

At nine o'clock, we crofled the river 

Zacharea over a wooden bridge about a 

2 quarter 
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quarter of a mile long. We were, how- 
evefj obliged to difmount and walk over 
this bridge; for, inftead of planks, it was 
covered with half round pieces of wood, 
which frequently gave way under the horfes 
feet, and it had neither parapet nor railing. 

After crofsing the Zacharea, we con- 
tinued in a very woody country till we ar- 
rived at the lake Sabanja; whence, 
keeping along the weftern fliore, we ar- 
rived at half paft eleven o'clock at the 
town of the fame name. This ftage was 
thirty-fix miles. 

The lake Sabanja is near fix miles 
long, and nearly of a triangular form. It 
is a very fine fiieet of frefh water, and its 
being fituated in a woody country, adds 
much to its beauty. I found the road 
. tolerably good all the way, as the Tatars 
had reprefented at Hindak. 

Behind Sabanja, to the fouthward, is 

ftill a continuation of thofe extenfive 

Q 4 forefts 
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forefts through which we had travelled. 
They are above two hundred miles in 
lengthy and about fixty broad. In fome 
places they are very lofty, and form an 
extenfive chain of mountains ranging Bail 
and Weft, which I have always obferved 
to have been their fituation fince I came 
into the country. Our route through the 
forefts was generally North, and acrofs 
thefe was a paved caufeway that conti^ 
nued the whole way. It appears to be 
very ancient, and is now much out of re^. 
pair. The ftones are very large, and the 
earth in many places has been wafhed 
away from both fides of the pavement to 
the depth of near three feet, It is in 
many places undermined, ?ind has fallen 
down; yet, though it is now fo very 
rough that thp horfes can only go upon it 
in a few places, it ftill ferves as a guide to 
thofe wjio travel acrofs thofe forefts, 



FRipAYj, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 18* 

We fet out this morning from Sabanja 
at four o'clock, and rode through a beau- 
tiful country. At about eight miles dif- 
tance we had a tine profpetl: of Ismit, 
which we reached at half paft eight 
o'clock, 

IsMiT is a large town, and has a de- 
lightfi|l appearance from the valley before 
it. The houfes are not over-crowded, and 
the profpecl is much enlivened by cyprefs 
trees interfperfed all over the place. The 
lower part of the town is waihed by the 
fea. Being built on the flope of a' hill 
facing the South, it is very well fupplied 
with waiter; and on the fide of the hill, 
both to ihe Eaft and We'd, are many vine- 
yards and orchards, but more particularly 
to the weftward, which is entirely covered 
with gardens, orchards, and vineyards, for 
five or fix miles. The neatnefs of the 
tpwn, the garden grounds, the fea, the 

finely. 



I 
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finely-cultii^ated country on the oppofite 
ihore, and the two rivers, with the corn- 
fields in the vale before the town, form al- 
together one of the fineft profpe6ls I ever 
faw. • 

We fet out from Ismit at half paft nine 
o'clock, and continued near the fea, fome- 
timcs on the beach. About twenty miles 
Weft from that place are fome ancient ruins 
clofe to the fea- Part of the walls, fome 
of which are about ten feet thick, have 
fallen on to the beach. Seven miles 
further Weft is the town of Coushan, 
very pleafantly (ituated on the fide of a 
hill floping gradually to the fea. 

About this town are many hundreds of 
acres difpofed in vineyards, and gardens 
for a great variety of other fruits, which 
were now chiefly ripe. 

At Coushan we left the fea and turned 
northward. After we had pafled the vine- 
yards belonging to the town, we entered 
a very fine plain, through the middle of 

which 
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which runs a fmall river that has a 
neat ftone bridge of three arches over it* 
We now rode brilkly moft of the way, 
and arrived at half paft five o'clock at 
Gabaza. 

Gab AZ A ' is a fmall but neat town, 
pleafantly fituated on the fide of a hiil, 
from the top of which is a very fine pro- ' 
fpe6t of the Archipelago, and part of 
its numerous iflands. 

From the town to the fea, which is about 
three miles, is entirely covered with gar- 
dens, orchards, vineyards, and corn-fields. 

From Gabaza we departed at half paft 
fix o'clock on frefh horfes, and pafsing 
tlirough a very fine country near the fea, 
fome times on the beach, arrived at a town 
called Maricar, where we remained an 
hour to refrefli. 

We fet out again; but, going very 
flowly, it was two o'clock before we 
reached Scutari. 

Here 
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Here we rode down to the fea-beach, 
unfaddled our horfes, and remained till 
day-break, when we procured a boat, put 
into it what little baggage I had with me, 
and croffed over to Constantinople to 
have it examined at the Cullom-houfe. 
The officer fufFered it to pafs upon re- 
ceiving a piaftre ; and we croffed 'over to 
Per A, to the houfe of Peter Tooke, 
Eiq. the Eaft India Company's Agent, to 
whom I had letters of recommendation, 

Constantinople having been fo often 
defcribed by, travellers, and being fo well 
known to Englifli readers, the author 
thinks it neither expedient nor proper to 
fwell this volume by accounts that can- 
not pofsibly poffefs either novelty or in- 
tercft to recommend them» His objeft 
has been to defcribe fuch parts as^he has 
vifited, and which had been but little fre- 
quented b^^ former travellers from Eng- 
land. 



FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 25. 

Having flayed a week at Constan- 
tinople," I obtained frefh paflports from 
,the Porte, and from the Imperial Minifter 
Baron Herbert de Rathkaal, and at 
half paft feven o'clock in the evening of 
this day fet out, accompanied by a Jani- 
zary, who was to be paid three hundred 
piaftres to conduct me to the frontiers. 

After travelling two or three miles from 
Constantinople, we entered an open 
country without the fmalleft marks of 
cultivatiqn, and not bearing the leaft ap- 
pearance of being in the vicinity of a 
large city. Even round the city itfelf the 
garden grounds and orchards are very fmall 
in proportion to the population. 

At nine o'clock, looking back towards 
Constantinople, I obferved a dreadful 
fire, which my Janizary informed me was 
at Scutari. 

We 
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We continued our route over: an open 
barren hilly country, travelling at the rate 
of five miles an hour; and at half paft ten 
o'clock arrived at a fmall neat town called 
Chaque Medja* 

This town is pleafantly feated at the 
head of a fait lake about fifteen miles 
long, but of very unequal breadth. The 
lake is about two hundred yards from the 
Archipelago, but has communication 
with it by a very narrow channel over 
which is a ilone bridge. The ground 
being fwampy, there is a flone caufeway 
of about a quarter of a mile long, for the 
convenience of pafTengers. i 



SATURDAY, AUGUST 26. 

We fet out from Chaque Medja this 
morning at half paft five o'clock ; and after 
crofsing the bridge and caufeway aj the 
head of the lake, afcended fome hills, 
whence we had a very fine profpe6i: over 
the Archipelago and the furroun<Kng 

country, 
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country, which had a more favourable ap- 
pearance than in the neighbourhood of 
Constantinople, it being in high cul- 
tivation and almoft crowded with Villages. 

After leaving feveral vineyards on our 
right, we arrived at Beu Chaque Medja 
at half paft eight o'clock. 

Beu Chaque Medja is a tolerably large 
town, fituated on the weft fide of a hill at 
the head of a fait lake about four miles 
long, which has communication with the 
iea. Here too is a ftone bridge, and a 
caufe-wiay about a quarter of a mile long 
between the lake and the fea. 

Nearly oppofite to Beu Chaque 
Medja, on the Eaft fide of a hill, is a 
fmall neat town called Callitratta, 
behind which are many vineyards, and on 
the fea before the town were feveral fmall 
Ycflels riding at anchor. 

We left this place at half paft nine 
o'clock, and continued along the fhore, 

fometimes 
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fometimes on the 'beach; and at about fix 
miles weft of Beu Chaque Medja we 
came to four villages lying nearly equidif- 
tant from each other, two being inland^ 
and two near the fhore. The firft we 
came to is called Comburgus. It is a fmall 
village, but has many ruins about it, 
which imply that it has once been of 
more importance than it is at prefent. 

Continuing our route along the beach 
fix miles further, we reached a very neat 
town called Badus. Here is a confider- 
able building {landing on the beach, 
having part of its walls waftied by the 
fea. It is a fquare ftru6lure and very 
lofty; the whole is built entirely with 
hewn ftone, has been very well finifhed, 
and ftill remains almoft entire. 

Soon after we left Badus, we croffed 
fome hills, whence we had a very fine 
profpe6l over the fea. The wind being 
wefterly, there were about a dozen (hips, 
befide great numbers . of fmaller craft, 
going towards Constantinople. Within 

the 



tlbe iflands alfo there were three Turkilh 
Ihips of war returning from a cruize, a 
fifty gun fhip, a frigate, and a corvette- 
Thefe Veffels were warping out of the har-^ 
bour the morning I arrived, at Constan- 
tinople. 

We continued our journey along the 
fhore for near eight nliles, leaving on our 
right a very finely cultivated country, 
which ftopes gradually down to the fea* 
After pafsing many vineyards and orchards 
for about a mile, w6 arrived at Killee^ 
TER at half paft two o'clock* 

KiLLEEVER* is a large ahd populous 
town^ which has once been well forti- 
fied, a great part of it being flill fuir- 
rounded by a ftrong wall. Some of the 
mofques and minarets are very handfome 
buildings. The lower part of the town is 
Walhed by the fea* We faw feveral veflels, 
fome of about two hundred tons burden, , 
riding at anchor in a very fine bay, which 

♦ Silivria in th€ Maps^ 

R appeared 
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appeared to me to be fo well flieltered by 
the high land on each fide of it, that 
(hips might, in any weather, ride in 
fafety. 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 27. 

From Killeever we fet out at three 
o'clock this morning, and journied about 
eight miles along the fea-fhore, fometimes 
on the beach. We then turned to our 
right, and, quitting the fea-coaft, pafied 
over an open country, with little cultiva- 
tion and few inhabitants. The firft village 
we came to was Connyclue, where we 
arrived at half paf^ fix o'clock, and re- 
mained an hour to refrefh. After leaving 
Connyclue, we came acrofs a very dreary 
country, in which not a tree nor a fl:one 
was to be feen. The foil is very white, 
but is neither clay nor fand; and what 
little vegetation there is, is nearly de- 
(Iroyed by innumerable quantities of 

ground fquirrels. 

♦ 

The 
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The firft figns of cultivation we met 
with were the vineyards belonging to ^ 
tow^n ' called Chquroe, and which are 
near three miles long. At Chouroe we 
arrived about ten o'clock, and remained 
an hour, when we purfued our route over 
an open barren country. About eight 
miles beyond Chouroe we eroded a river, 
over which is a bridge of fifty arches, all 
built with hewn ftone, and neatly turned. 
So many arches, however, did not appear 
by any means neceflary at prefent, as 
there was not a great body of water in the 
river. 

We now entered a country poflefsing 
higher cultivation and more inhabitants, 
and turned about a quarter' of a mile 
cut o{ our road, to feed our horfes at a 
town called Carrastran. In a deep 
narrow valley near this town were three 
lofty ftone pillars, which,, I was informed, 
were to fupport pipes for conveying water 
acrofs the valley to the town. 

R 2 We 



244 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

We only refted half an hour here, and 
then continued our route. Little variation 
occurred in the face of the country till 
we arrived in the neighbourhood of 
BoRGAs, which we reached at half paft 
fix o'clock. Here our profpe6t was much 
enlivened by the appearance of a neat 
town, and trees interfperfed about the 
furrounding country ; for we had not feen 
any, except a few fruit trees, fince we left 
the fea-coaft. 



MONDAY, AUGUST 28. 

This morning we fet out from Borgas 
at four o'clock, and fopn after we left the 
town entered a large foreft, in whick we 
continued for about twenty miles without 
feeing '^either habitation or culture, till we 
reached a fmall village called Assibaly, 
From this place to Kirklsesan, about 
four miles, the whole way is covered with 
vineyards. 



We 
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We arrived at Kirkleesan at ten 
o'clock* This is a very large and popu- 
lous town, having ten mofques and mina- 
rets, aftd feveral hummums. All the public 
buildings are of hewn ftone and marble,, 
and fome of them very handfome. Here 
we procured frefti horfes, having conti- 
nued upon the others all the way from 
Constantinople. 

At twelve o'clock we fet out from 
Kirkleesan, and foon entered a very 
woody hilly country, which abounded 
with fine marble. Being on ,frelh horfes 
we rode brifkly, and at three o'clock ar- 
rived at a fmall village called Ericlee, 
around which there was a little cultiva- 
tion, the firft we had met with lince we 
pailed the vineyards of Kirkleesajt. 

We did not ,ftop here, however, but 
conti;iued our route without any delay till 
half pafl four, when we arrived at a vil- 
lage called Can ARE A, where we put up 
at a Greek's houfe to refrefh. The Greeks 
are a very civil obliging people, and' our 
R 3 hoft 
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hoft brought us out the beft reirefhments he 
had iq the houfe. In thefe fmall villages 
there are very few Turks, and if there be one, 
it is almoft certain that he is a barber; but 
he will ftrut about and affume as.much con- 
fequence as a baftiaw. I had frequently ob- 
ferved thefe great men in the little villages 
we. pafled through, and, on enquiry, 
was generally informed that they were 
barbers. This made me rather more atten- 
tive to the adtions of the one we met with 
in this village, who, after giving the falam 
in great form, came to converfe with my 
Janizary. I was enabled ever afterwards 
to diftinguifti thefe important perfonages. 

We only remained here half an hour, 
and then continued our journey through 
fome very thick woods* At half paft 
feyen o'clock we reached a village called 
Faccue, where we changed horfes, and 
fet out again at half pad eight. The 
whole of our road was through a clofe 
wood till we arrived at a town called 
Karrapoonar, which we reached at half 
paft twelve o'clock. 

5 The. 
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The difrance from Kirkleesan to 
Faccue is thirty-fix miles, and from 
thence to ' Karrapoonaji fifteen. 



TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 

From Karrapoonar we fet out at 
four o*clock. For the firfl: two hours our* 
road was through tery thick woods, and I 
obferved that our route had been nearly 
due North ever fince we left the fea-coaft. 

At eight o'clock we arrived at a village 
called Benlee, where we fi:opt half an 
hour at a Greek's houfe to refrefli. The 
mafter of the houfe had two very beau- 
tiful daughters. The Greeks in general 
have handfome features; but thefe parti- 
cularly attra6led my attention. They, as 
well as the peafantry in general, had a 
very ridiculous cuftom of tying all their 
treafare round their necks; and I have ac- 
tually feen fome wear three or four 
hundred Venetian fequins perforated and 
R 4 faftene^i 
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faftened round their necks with filk ftririgs. 
This cuftom, however, is confined to the 
unmarried part of the fex, wives having 
no ornament whatever on that part of 
their perfons. 

An arm of the Black Sea reaches 
within two miles of Benlee, which in 
part feparates Romalia from Bulgaria, 

After we left Benlee the country had 
a better appearance, exhibiting a great 
deal of cultivation all the way to Idos, 
which we reached at ten o'clock. It 
abounded with fine cattle, all milk-white 
except their ears and the end of the tz^il, 
which were bfown ;« there were alfo many 
bujflfaloes. 

Idos is a tolerably large town, and 
pleafantly fituated. Many of the houfes 
are built within a comppund, fimilar to 
thofe of the Bramins and Nairs in India, 
which makes the town at adiiiance appear 
much larger than it really is^^ 
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The peafantry here feparate the corn 
from the draw by the fame method as in 
Asia Minor, and which I have obferved 
to be adopted in all countries where the 
Tains are periodicaL They make a ring 
about forty yards round, fometimes of 
clayy and fometimes paved. They then 
brii^g their corn from the field, and throw 
it in a heap in the middle of the ring. 
They have a fledge too, which is fome* 
times drawn by bullocks, fon^etimes by 
horfes, and fome of thefe have pieces of 
iron driven into the bottom to cut the 
ftraw as it goes round; though in others 
I have feen flint ttpnes faftened to the 
bottom. Upon the fledge is a heavy 
weight, Befide the perfoq who drives 
the cattle, another is employed with a 
fork in tofsing tke ftraw from the ring if 
the grain is extracted, and taking frefh 
from the heap in the middle. In this 
manner they are enabled to continue till 
they have extracted the whole of their 
corn, without being in any danger of 
having it fpoiled by rain. This is muck 

quicker 
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quicker, and eafier too, than our mode of 
thrafhing in England. 

As the weather in England is local, 
perhaps more fo than in any other part of 
the world, and cannot be depended upon 
many days together, might not thofe who 
have large farms and extenfive buildings 
follow a fimilar plan, or even build fheds, 
which would anfwer as well, and abate 
much of the very heavy labour of thrafh- 
ing? By this mode they would alfo fave 
time, and confequently be better able to 
attend to the cultivation and improvement 
of their lands. 

We fet out from Idos at twelve o'clock 
on frefh horfes; and at two miles beyond 
the town entered an extenfive foreft, in 
which we continued till feven o'clock, 
when we croffed a pretty ample river 
called Derra, and arrived at a fmall town 
named Cheng a near its bank*. 

The 
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The road through the^ foreft was fome- 
times very bad. We followed the bed of 
a river for ap hour, which was rough and 
rocky, and the horfes were fometimes in 
danger. Though we were frequently near 
the Black Sea, the trees were fo very 
thick that I had not often an opportunity 
of feeing it ; yet we were fometimes with- 
in two hundred yards of the beach, and 
faw a Ihip ftanding towards Constanti- 

NPP{<£, 

The foreft in many places has the 
underwood cleared away to encourage 
the growth of the oaks ; and there being a 
great many of thefe, and fome very fine 
timber among them, from their vicinity 
to the fea they may be Ihipped with little 
trouble. 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30. 

We fet out from Chenga at four 
o'clock, and after pafsing a little cultiva- 
tion near the town entered anpther thick 

foreft. 
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foreft, which led us to a village called 
Enechee, af^er crofsing a river bearing 
the fame name about eight miles from 
Chenga. 

We foon came to another foreft, in 
which we continued till we arrived ^ear 
Pravadee, which we reached at feven 
o'clock. 

Travadee is a large and well inba* 
bited town, containing many very good 
buildings. It is fituated in a narrow vale 
running N. and S. between two fteep 
rocky hills. We remained here an hour 
to refrefh and change horfes. 

Afcending the hill on the weftem fide^ 
we had a fine profpe6t of the furroxmding 
country, and on the top of the hill on 
the eaft fide of Pravadee is another large 
town called Disdarchue. 

We now entered a fine country, and 

paflfed through a great many villages iir 

high cultivation, . and abounding in or- 

2 chards 
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chards and vineyards. Moft kinds of fruit 
were now ripe, in great plenty, and very 
cheap, as were likewife provifions of all 
kinds. 

Our road lay now more Weft, and we 
paiTed through a remarkably fine country 
in the neighbourhood of a town called 
Chslepcha, twenty miles Weft from 
Pravadee. , 

On leaving Chelepcha we pafted a 
village on our right. called Madara ; then 
rode acrofs an extenfive plain for twelve 
miles, and at three o'clock arrived at 
Chumloo. 

This is a very populous town, and, 
though not regularly fortified, is of great 
natural ftrength from its fituation, having 
a fteep mountain behind the town, forming 
a femicirde,- on which the Turks have 
planted feveral batteries of cannon. 

During the late war a confiderable 
Rufsian army appeared in the plains before 

this 
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this town, and defeated the Turkiih forces* 
The latter retreated into the town, and 
threw up a mud wall with a fofle and 
paling before the town, and up each fide 
of the mountain. [This temporary forti- 
fication ftill remains entire.] As the 
Rufsian array approached the town, the 
Turks played upon them from their bat- 
teries on the mountain. The Rufsians 
here loft their General and retreated. 

On the weftern fide of the mountain is 
a thick foreft which is perfectly inaccefsi- 
ble to an army. 

We left Chumloo at five o'clock on 
frefli horfes, and, travelling weftward 
through a well cultivated country, came 
at twelve o'clock to a large town called 
' Arnootka, fituated in a valley. At one 
we reached Rasgrat; and this is reckon- 
ed thirty-two miles from Chumloo. 



! THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 31* 

At half pafl: fix we fet out from Ras- 
ORAT on frefli horfes, and at eight o'clock 
popped an hour to refrefh at a village 
called UcHENCHA. 

We now rode for near forty miles 
through one of the fineft countries I had 
yet feen, with corn and ploughed land on 
each fide ais far as the eye could reach. 

At fix o'clock we arrived at Rochuke, 
but could not fee the town till we were 
within half a mile of it, being fituated on 
the banks of the Danube at the foot of a 
hill, which continues for feveral miles near 
the Danube, and is covered with vine*-, 
yards. 

Rochuke is a large populous town 
about the fize of Liverpool. We did 
not, however, flop here, but crofled the 
Danube, and landed about three miles 

below 
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below on the oppofite fide> at a town 
called Ergnofp. The Danube is here 
an ample river, but does not appear to me 
fo large as either the Euphrates or Ti* 

ORIS* 

We refrefherf at Ergnofp, and waited 
near two hours for horfes and carts, in 
which we >yere conveyed to a village 
called CopucHEN, where we arrived at 
eleven o'clock. On enquiry, I found that 
this was the manner in which I was to 
travel through Wallachia. Thcfe poft 
carts are light, and run very eafy upon 
four wheels. They have not, Either about 
the cart or the horfes furniture, the 
fmalleft particle of iron or other metal 
whatever. The horfes are fmall, but run 
very faft; for we travelled, upon aii aver- 
age, rather quicker than by the mail 
coaches in England. 



FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY^ SEPTEMBER 1. 

We fet out this morning at fix o'clock. 
1 had one poft-cart with three horfes, ahd 
my Janizary another with the fame num- 
ber. We met with no cultivation till 
nine o'clock^ when we reached a village 
called Calligurran, where we break* 
fafted and remained till half pafl ten. 

We then refumed our journey through 
a very fine country, though little culti- 
vated* The foil, however, appears well 
adapted for culture, being a ftrong brown 
earth, veiy even, and not a ftone to be 
feen the natural produce of the place. 

At twelve o'clock we croflTed a large 
river called Arjects over a bridge of boats 
made faft by a cable. Loofe pieces of 
wood, half fquared, were laid athwart 
the boats, which made it very difagree- 
ble crofsing. We then continued our 
route through a fine country in which 
S ' little 
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Kttle corn was grown, except mai^e, an^ 
at three o'clock reached Bukarest, the 
capital of Wallac^kIa, aad the refidence 
of the HospoDAR. 

1 now made ufe of the fetters of mtro- 
ducStion which I had ijeceived from the 
Imperial Miniftei BaroB Hsrrert i>e 

RATHKAAt at Co>iaTANTINOPLE ta M^ 

i>E Merkelivs, the Imperial Conful Ge- 
neral here? from whobi I received the 
greateft civilities^ and at whofe heufe I 
remained till Monday the ^th.^ 

He politely took me in- his carriage all 
found the environs of Bvkarest, aa^ 
gave me every infoFmatioi^ that t Qouid 
I'vifh refpe6ting the cou-ntry. 

BuKAREST h a very extenfive and po^ 
f)Ulous city, containing three hundred and 
fixty Greek churches, oae Roman and one 
Lutheran chapel, and a few convents^^ 
Here are no Turkiih mofques, nor are 
they permitted to be built in any part of 
the province^ Gentlemen's carriages ar& 

here 



he\€ very nu&ierous, and a man is looked 
\jpoii iri n6 dthte¥ light than asr a fervant or 
at peafaM, tvho does not keep one. A 
C(^ch, with a pati? of hoifes ^hd a driver, 
fhay be aftt kept here for fifty pounds 
fterling. The coachmen and footih^n arc 
in general Egyptian (laves. 

Th^re is rtrtach intrigu* carried on in 
Gve higher clafles, particular!;^ ambhg the 
inarried pfeopie; A man^neve^ fees his in- 
tfettdeeP bt'rde till they dx<ihangfe ririgs; a 
cereMony tTiat takies placft a few days be- 
fore the iharriagH6; for the piarents or 
guardians of both parties make up the 
match without afking the confent of 
either- 

In a very Ihort time after the marriage 
ceremony the parties generally difcontinue 
ileepiiig together, each carrying on their 
refpecStive intrigues. The ladies ufually 
keep their feparate carriages, as a coach^ 
witli a proper equipage, is commonly a part 
of the marriage j^ortion. The unmarried^ 
S 2 young 
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young ladies, however, are kept up as 
clofe as in a nunnery, and are not per* 
mitted to keep company with any men 
whatever until the ceremony of exchange 
ing rings with their intended hufbands has 
taken place. 

I believe there are few people in the 
world, particularly among thofe who call 
themfelves Chriilians, that make more 
profefsions of religion than thefe people^ 
and in reality have lefs. In fome of the 
churches here they have prayers continu*^ 
ally from morning till night, and thefe are 
chaunted as in Catholic chapels. 

Their language is harmonious, fome-> 
thing refembling the Greek, and indeed 
has feveral Greek chara6lers in it. 

Wallachia poflefles in general a rich 
foil, but is rather woody. In the greateft 
part of the province there is fcarcely a 
hill or ftone the natural produce of the^, 
country. Their corn is chiefly maize, of 

whiqbi 
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which they have a great quantity; yet 
good wheaten bread is to be had in the 
larger towns^ 

Provifions of all kinds are very cheap ; 
jind I bought a 'fine fowl for fix Turkilh 
parra^ value about three halfpence fterling. 

The inhabitants in general are Greeks, 
and they havp not many foreigners among 
them. In the larger towns, however, 
there are fome Jews and a few Germans. 

They ereft crucifixes near the roads; 
fome of thefe are of ftone, but they are 
chiefly made of wood. All, however, 
are painted; fome having Jesus Christ, 
feme the Virgin Mary, others the 
Twelve Apoftles, fome the Ten Cornmand- 
ments, prayers, &c. depicSled on them. 
Thefe crucifixes are very numerous, and 
moft of the. country people make their 
obedience as they pafs them. 

The province is well watered; the 

bridges are all built with wood ; but they 

S 3 have 
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have a very ridiculous euftora of l»y>p§ 
loofe pieces of halr-fquarcd timber acrof^ 
the bridges, which fre^y^ntly ^ive way 
under the horfcs feet. 



MONDAY, SEI^TEiyrBEIf 4f. 

Having pi'ovided fome neceflaries and 
proyifions for my journey, as well as fome 
trifles which I might Jiave oqcafion for 
while performing quarantine, I took leave 
of my kind hoft, M. de Merkelius, vtq 
whom I am apprehenfiye j;hat I muft al- 
ways remain indebted. 

I had here a poft-cart fimilar to what I 
came in, but with four horfes, for I wilhedj 
to travel as quick as pofsible. I had a 
Janizary to accompany me, who rode oq 
horfeback, and was of much fervice in 
interpreting, as well as in providing hojrfes, 
fo as to prevent unneceflary delays. I w^s 
anxious to arrive at the Lazaretto before 
fun-fet th^ following day, as I flioul4 
thereby fave a whole day and night. I 

. * travelled, 
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travelled, therefore, much faftor than I 
could have exp^^bed, add even quicker 
than the mail in England, as will ap* 
peai* by the following diftances and towns 
through which I palfed. 

German Pcjtf* 
PUKAREST to POLONTINE 1 i 

Florest . ...*•• 2 
GlEST 3 

GlERBUGFF , 2 

Fittest H 

MOARA H 

Argish ......4.2 

Salatrook ...... 3 f 

Perishaw . ..... 2 

Keenen . ...... 2 



RothenThurn Pass, 
where I jperfqrmed qViai;ajtitjne 



■}■* 



22I.J 
which, reckoning 12 Engli% miles to 9 
German poft, js 270 miles, 

The above are not the only town« 

through which I paffed j but are fpecifiecj 

fiS being the places appointed for frefli 

S 4 J^Pf^es, 
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horfes, which are always kept ready oq 
purpofe to c£>nvey the German mails, and 
are paid for that fervice by M, de Mer* 
jCELiuSy who has great part of the ma-* 
nagement of forwarding the German poft 
from Constantinople to the frontiers, 
and through whofe hands all the Ea(l 
India Company's difpatches pafs, on their 
way to Vienna, 

I arrived at the Rothen Thurn Pass 
at five o'clock in the afternoon of the 
^th September, when my quarantine com-« 
menced. I had brought letters from M, 
DE Merkelius to the Dire6tor of the 
Lazaretto, however, which proved of 
much fervice ; for I was in confequence 
particularly attended to, had a fervant 
appointed to wait on me, and was fupplied 
with plenty of th? heft provifions, wine, 
^nd frqitSf 

When at Constantinople, I wiftied 

piuch to pome through Seryia and Bel- 

QRADE, and to perform quarantine at 

^EMLiN, but was induced to decline 

. • coming 
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265 
coming that route on being informed, that 

I fhould be detained thirty days; whereas 

by this route I fhould only be delayed ten 

days by the quarantine. This route alfo 

being appointed by the Germans for con- 

dudling the poft, I experienced no other 

detention whatever; in the other, I fhould 

have been liable to many delays. 

My Janizary and myfelf had travelled 
fo fafl as a6tually to keep in company with 
the pofl till after we crofTed the Danube, 
when I found myfelf fo much fatigued 
that I preferred remaining all night to 
continuing with the pofl any longer. I 
have often had the vanity to think that I 
was as able to endure fatigue and hard* 
fhips as mofl men, always enjoying a 
good flrong conflitution, and from choice 
having been accuflomed to live tempe- 
rately ; but I have had experience enough 
to know, that I mufl fubmit to the Turks, 
whofe patience and perfcverance in peri- 
forming the longeft journies exceed all 
belief. 

From 
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From the night of the ^th Auguft tn 
the evening of tl?e 31ft, I had travelled fix 
hundred and fevcnty-two EngHfh miles, 
as will appear by the following diftances, 
given me by M. 9£» Mbrkelius, the Di? 
jre^or of the Poft, and on whofe knowr 
ledge and yeracity I may have perfect 
dependence. 

German Po/t^, 

Frorn Constantinople to RocHUKE 
on the Danube, through Romalia 
and Bulgaria . ^ . 50 

From Erguoff on the Danube to 
BUKAREST J .... ^ ..... . 6 



56 i 

which, reckoning 12 Epgliflj piles to a 
German poft^ |& 672 miles. 

The latter ha? been accurately afcer: 
tained by the German engineers, who ha4 
the conducting of artillery to Erguoff in 
the late war. 

On the 14th September my quarantine; 
expired, the day on which I arrived being 

reckoned! 
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Reckoned as one, becaufe I was there be- 
fore fun-fety Ap^ there wa§ no canlagi^ 
•|-eady, the Dire6tor recommended me tq 
wait till the following morning, the poft 
being expelled ^t iix o'clock. After 
bjreakfafting with the Pire6lor, who madq 
jnany apologies for not attending m^ 
better, being prevented from having any 
^communication, I made his two chiir 
clren a prefent, and took my leave, per- 
fecSlly fatisfied with hjs cpnduft. 

I fet put in the poft-cart, a carriage 
built on purppfe, and with better accom- 
modations and more conveniencies than 
jibe Wallachian; though both are very 

jight; .' 

Our road for the firft fix miles was near 
the banks of the river Alauta, with 
yery high hills and thick woods on each 
iide. There are many fteep narrow pafles 
Jiere, but juft broad enough for the car- 
riage, and which have been cut out of 
the folid rocks. 



At 
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At BoETZHAR all my paffports, and 
certificates of having performed the qua- 
rantine, were examined. 

After getting through thofe pafles we 
entered a fine open country, in which nu- 
merous villages and fome confiderable 
towns were to be feen, and the greater 
part of the whole was cultivated. 

At eleven o'clock we arrived at Herr- 
MANSTADT, the capital pf Transyl-* 

VANIA, 

Here I delivered the letter which I had 
brought from the Imperial Minifler at 
Constantinople to the General Com- 
mandant of the province, who behaved 
very politely, and made me welcome at 
his houfe. He entertained* a very high 
opinion of the Englifh, (by whofe troops 
he had once been taken prifoner when in 
Flanders) but knew very little of the 
language; for he often repeated all that 
he knew of it, which were only two 
words, the common exprefsion in fwear* 
2 ing; 
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ing, which he faid he learned while a pri- 
foner^ 

The paflports I had received from the 
Imperial Minifter at Constantinople 
(for what purpoffi I cannot fay) mentioned 
that I was a bachelor, which the General 
obferving, he wifhed me much to marry 
a German, faying that they had plenty 
of very handfome women, and that if I 
would fix upon any one, he would pledge 
himfelf that I Aiould not meet with a re- 
fufal in the whole province^ 

. Herrmanstadt is a tolerably well 
built city. The promenade is very 
pleafant, and they have alfo a very hand- 
fome theatre. Their mufic is excellent, 
having the advantage of fome of the fir ft 
German performers. The people are very 
polite, and obferve much formality; for 
no perfon above the rank of a fervant can 
walk in the ftreets without a fword by his 
fide. They are alfo very particular in 
their drefles; and a native of the province 
wears a drefs fiijiilar to what was wofn in 

England 



England upwards of a hundred yeiarS 
ago, viz, a long coat almoft reaching t(* 
tlie ground, trimmed all round with fur j 
a pair of boots like thofe of bur heavy 
cavalry, With a cocked hat fomethmg like 
a Dutch fkipper*s. People from every 
province are known here by their refpec* 
tivedrefles; and even every tradef man is 
difiitiguiflied by his apparel. 

Whoever vifits this city^ if he can fj^rtf 
two hours, fliould not negie(5fc feeing^ 
Baron Brukenthal*s extenfive cdlle<3:ioii 
of the moft valuable paintings, many of 
which are by the firft mailers, Guidoj 
Rubens, Rembrant, &c. His antique" 
coins, medals, and other curiolities, alf<> 
are well worth feeing. His library is very 
extenfive, and conlidered of great value. 
He has likewife a beautiful garden about 
half a mile out of the city, laid out after 
the Englifh tafte. 

The Baron is alaoft 80 years of age ; he 
was many years Civil Governor of this pro** 
vince, and fpeaks Englifli tolerably well. 

Tran- 



TXANSYLVANiA iSy generally fpeaking^ 
li fine country, but capable of much im^ 
provement. It produces great quantities 
of moft kinds of grain, and flax of a very 
good quality^ Which is manufa^Hred into- 
linen. 

Tlife notility are for the moft part very 
proud, and keep their peasantry in a (late 
of flavery; for out of fix days in thef 
i*eek the peafant is obliged to labour four 
for his mafter, having only the remaining 
two days for himielf. 

This- province pays to the Emperor in 
taxes of all kinds 1,500,000 florins annu- 
ally, which is chiefly impofed upon the 
land, for what the citizens pay is very 
trifling indeed. 

I bought at IlERiRMAKSTADT a carriage 
of that kind called a calafti, being much 
more commodious than the common poft- 
carts^ as in cafe of rain tiie paflengerscan 
throw the calalh over theni for flielter* 
5 They 
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They run upon four wheels, and are very 
eafy in their motion. 

Befide the letters to the General 
Commandant, I had others to Hadjee 
m^k^'^^n^^^ banker, who introduced 
me to two Greek merchants that were 
going to Vienna, and recommended me 
to take them in my carriage. As thejc 
were acquainted with the language, I 
agreed to it, and on the 1 8th September 
weiet out from Herrmanstadt. 

We travelled poft, and without any 
. delay, by day and night, till we arrived 
at Temeswar, the capital of Ban ate, 
where we were detained a few hours to 
have our paflports examined. This being 
a ftrong fortification, the officers were very 
particular in examining all flrangers, and 
I was obliged to go before the General 
Commandant, with whom I converfed in 
Latin. When infornied that I was an 
Englifhman he ihewed me much atten- 
tion. 

The 
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The Banate is a very fine province, 
the greatet part of it being level and well 
cultivated, except on that fide adjoining 
to Transylvania, which is mountainous 
and woody. 

Provifions of all kinds are good and 
cheap; and their wines afe excellent, par*- 
ticularly at a large town called Luoos. 

The two Greek merchants, my conipa- 
nions, continued to pay on the road, and 
I obferved them frequently endeavouring 
to cheat the poft mafters and poftilions. 
When we (topped at an inn too, they be- 
haved very fliabbily. I confidered myfelf 
difgraced by fuch conduct; but when at 
laft they even attempted to impofe upon 
me, I thought it high time to break off 
all conrieftion with them, which I did 
immediately on our arrival at Pest. 

This conduct in the Greek merchants 
confirmed the opinion I had always en- 
tertained of thofe people, who maj^ 
be faid to be in a degraded ftate, and 
T . wl)ofe 



274 A JOVRKET FROM INDIA, 

whofe flag is not refpedted by other na- 
tions. It might be thought illiberal to 
enumerate the various nations arid people 
whofe condu6l (hould be watched with a 
jealous eye; in Asia, however, I. may 
mention the Armenian; in Europe, the 
Greeks and Jews. I have witneffed the 
low chicanery of the two former, and I 
believe we have here almofl daily proofs 
of the latter. On the contrary, I have 
obferved; that whenever the flag of any 
nation is refpe6ted, the people of that na- 
tion cpndudt themfelves in a manner that 
will at all times command refpeft. Thefe 
confiderations convince me, how ,much 
every indiv>^idual ought to confider himfelf 
interefted in fupporting the dignity of his 
national character. 

Pest is at prefent the capital of the 
kingdom of Hungary. It is a large and 
populous city, and has been much im- 
proved within the laft fix years, great 
part of the city having been entirely re- 
built. It is feated on the left banks of 
the Danube. ^ 

0« 
2 
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On the oppofite fide of the river is the 
city of Ofpen, nearly as large as Pest, 
and remarkable for its excellent wines, 
which are held in much efteem all over 
the Empire* 

Offen is (ituated on the fide of a hill 
facing the South, which is covered with 
vineyards for about fix miles below the 
city. The wine is red and fomething like 
port, but has a ftronger body and is very 
rough. We have a profpedt of forae of 
this wine reaching England, as they are 
now cutting a canal from Vienna to 
Trieste, 

On the river Danxtbe below Pest, are 
many fioating corn-mills, which are ad- 
mirably adapted for the purpofe. The 
veffels on which the mills are built are al- 
ways kept afloat, and at anchor, in the 
middle of the llream; the wheel is turned 
by the current; and I api of opinion, thstt 
mills built on a fimilar con(lru6tioii might 
be made ferviceable on the river Thames, 
T 2 without 
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without obftru^ing the navigation ; for 
we have too many inftances of flour and 
bread advancing in price, on account of 
the mills in the neighbourhood not being 
able to raife a fufficient fupply, particu^ 
larly in dry feafons. 

On the 23 th September, at four in the 
afternoon, I fet out from Pest, and ar- 
rived at Vienna at 12 o'clock at night. 
The road was in general tolerably good, 
and I travelled about as quick as doe$ 
the mail coach in England, 

At Vienna I remained nearly three 
weeks, being much fatigued with the 
journey ; and during ray ftay I received 
many civilities from Sir Morton Eden 
(aow Lord Henley) the Britifti Minifter, 

Gn the 12th Odober I left Vienna, 
coming through Bohemia, and remain^ 
ing two days at Praque to take a view of 
the city and its environs, 

l«eaving 
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Leaving Prague I came on to Dres^ 
DEN, the capital of Saxony, where I re- 
mained two days, and did not confider my 
time mis-fpent. There is a degree of ele- 
gance in this city and the neighbourhood, 
fuperior to any thing that I have elfewhere 
feen. The gallery is fuppofed to contain 
the largeft and beft colledlion of paintings 
in Europe, and it had lately received 
confiderable additions ; for, on the French 
entering Italy^ many of the beft pieces 
were conveyed to Dresden, as a place of 
fafety. 

After leaving Dresden, I travelled 
through Leipsick, Halle, Halber- 
STADT, Brunswick-Lunenburg, and to 
Hamburglh, which I reached on the 
evening of the 28th Odtober, 



THE END, 



frinudby G.WoodfalU Non2Z» Paternofier-row, London. 
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